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TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonTreaties
ParliamentHouse,Canberra

DearSir/Madam
I wishto registera strongobjectionto thelimited time for submissionson13
proposedinternationaltreatiesincluding anAgreementwith Uruguayon
PromotionandProtectionof Investments,anAgreementwith Egypton the
PromotionandProtectionof InvestmentandthePacificAgreementonCloser
EconomicRelations(PACER). Thetwo bilateral investmenttreatiescontain
investor-statecomplaintsmechanismswhichallow corporationsto challenge
governmentlegislationandto suegovernmentsfor damages.We objectto
theseprovisionsasanunderminingof democraticgovernanceandan
expansionof legalpowersfor corporationswhichcanalreadyexercisehuge
economicinfluenceon governments.

ThePacificAgreementonCloserEconomicRelations(PACER)is an
agreementwhichprovidestheframeworkfor future freetradeagreements
which would includetheremovalof all tradeandinvestmentbarriers
betweenAustraliaandNewZealandandthemuchsmallerandvulnerable
economiesof thePacific Islands.It is proposedthat Australiaratify the
PACERAgreementat thePacific IslandsForumin August2002.Non-
governmentorganisationsin thePacific IslandshavenotedthatPACERhas
notbeenwidely debatedby thepublic orby parliamentsin theregionand
haveraisedthefollowing questions:

• the impactof a freetradeagreementson traditional communalownership
of land andontheability to regulateuseof naturalresourcessuchas
mineralsandtimber

• the impactof freetradein governmentprocurementontheability of
governmentsto encouragelocal developmentthroughpurchasing
productsfrom local firms

• the impactof liberalisationof food importsonfoodsecurityandhealth.
Studiesof countriessuchasFiji andTongahaveshownthatcheapfood
imports haveundercutlocal foodproducts, drivenlocal farmersoutof
businessandhaveled to higherconsumptionof fatty andhigh-
carbohydratefoodswith consequenthealthimpacts.

We askthatthecommitteeconsiderthesequestionscarefullyandif necessary
extendthetimefor theinquiry.

Yours sincerely

Anita Devos


