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On 21 August, in a 60 minutes programon channel9. a story aboutthe Koreanship
building industry wasbroadcast. The reporter,RichardCarletonwas touring the ship
yard with PeterBartholomewwho hasbeenan AustralianEngineerfor 30 yearsin Korea.
He introducedtheKoreanshipbuilding industry in a program titled ~Shipahoy”.

He emphasizedthat every 36 hours,on average,agleamingnexx supertankeror container
ship slips into the water. One largeship will haveabout30.000tonnesof steelin it.
On thebasisof goodquality Australian iron ore, two tonnesof iron ore will be neededto
makeeach ton ofsteel. Thatmeans60,000 tonnesof Australianiron ore costing195 3.5
million would be used.[ 3]

In a researchpaper, - A review of the AustralianLanguageand Literacy Policy special
referenceto languageotherthanEnglish(LOTE emphasesthat proficiency in language
otherthanEnglishis importantbecauseit:

• Enrichesour communityintellectually,educationallyand culturally,
• Contributesto economic,diplomatic, strategic.andtechnologicaldevelopment,
• Contributes to social cohesiveness through better communication and

understandingthroughthebroaderAustraliancommunity.I 2]

Prof JosephLo Biancosuggestedthe main policy options. One of the four options is
‘IntroduceanewAsia-focusedlanguagesandculturalstudiespolicy’.[ I

Tables below show the providers( both normal schools and Saturday schools) and
studentswho are enrolled in VOL LOTE secondlanguagesubjects(Unit1, 2. 3 and 4) in
year2003 andyear2004. [4]

Thetable indicatesthat thereare a largenumberof differencesbetweenKorean andthe
otherthreeAsian languages.

I would like to recommendstrongly that the governmentencouragesschools to offer
Korean languageand culture study course. Korea is a very dynamic country that is
worthyof researchingandactivelypromoting.
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Table 1: VCE LOTE SecondLanguagesand Providers

Th~ ~ Nest lndonesiint >?J~n ...

2003 62 108 131 5
2004 66 117 133 5

441/figuresare averagevalues)

Table2 VCELOTE SecondLanguagesandNumbersof studentsenrolled
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2003 692 948 13091 27
2004 838 967 1373 42
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