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DearMr Smith

Subject: Reviewof Auditor-General’s Reports No.31Readsto Recovery

On23 June2006,theDepartmentofTransportandRegionalServicesappearedbefore
theJointCommitteeon PublicAccountsandAudit in relationto theaboveAustralian
NationalAudit Office report. TheDepartmenttook fourquestionsonnotice. The
responsesareattached.
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Joint Conunittee ofPublic Accounts and Audit

ANSWERSTOQUESTIONSON NOTICE

ReviewofAuditor-General’sReportsNo. 31 Roadsto Recovery

Transport and RegionalServices

SenatorHoggasked:

In which case,canyou giveussomeideaoftheextentoftheauditsundertakenby
ErnstandYoungin thepreviousfinancialyear:howmany,wheretheywere— I donot
wantchapterandverse;I wantasummary,if I can— andthecostofthoseaudits.
Also, youhavearequestfor tenderout, I presume,at thisstage?

Answer:

Sevenauditswereundertaken.Thecouncilsauditedwere:

Caboolture,Queensland
Orange,NSW
Bayside,Victoria
Glenorchy,Tasmania
Marion, SA
Greenough,WA
Alice Springs,NT

Thetotalcostwas$1 10,822A4.

An invitation to quotefor thenextroundofauditshasnotyet beensentout.



Joint CommitteeofPublic Accounts and Audit

ANSWERSTO QUESTIONSON NOTICE

ReviewofAuditor-General’sReportsNo. 31 Roadsto Recovery

Transport and RegionalServices

SenatorHogg asked:

But doyouhavesomeideaoftheprogramthatyouwantthemto undertakein the
next12 months?If you have,canyou giveussomeideaoftheextentofthat
program?

Answer:

It is proposedto undertakefinancialauditsof 15-25councilsduring2006/07,
dependingoncostandavailablefunding,probablyin two tranches,onegroup
betweenSeptemberandNovember2006andtheothersbetweenFebruaryandMay
2007. Thecouncilsareyet to beselected.



Joint Committee of Public Accounts and Audit

ANSWERSTO QUESTIONSON NOTICE

ReviewofAuditor-General’sReportsNo.31Roadsto Recovety

Transport and RegionalServices

SenatorNashasked:

I assumeyou do nothavethis with youbut canI askthepercentageofcouncilsthat
arecomplyingatthemoment?Obviously45 percentwerenot. Couldwehavethe
figuresonhowmanycouncilsarecomplyingwith thesignageatthispoint?

Answer:

Officers from theDepartmentvisited 156 councilsduring2005/06. Ofthese,57, or
37%,werefully complyingin termsofthesignagerequirementsat thetimeof
inspectionandofthe1,550projectsphysicallyinspected,1286projects,or 83%,were
complyingatthetimeofthevisit. All councilswereaskedto addressanynon
complianceissues.



Joint Committee of Public Accountsand Audit

ANSWERSTO QUESTIONSON NOTICE

ReviewofAuditor-General’sReportsNo. 31 Roadsto Recovery

Transport and RegionalServices

The Chair asked:

To assistMrs BishopandtheCommittee,becausewehavegot to keepmovingon,
wouldyoubeableto provideon noticeany subsequentconespondencematerialwith
Waningabthattheymayhaveprovidedto you?

Answer: Thefollowing documentsareattached:

1. letterfrom Council of27September2001 - annualreport2000/01

2. letterfrom Council of30 September2002 - annualreport 2001/02

3. letterfrom Council of 1 October2003 - annualreport2002/03

4. letterfromCouncil of 30 September2004 - annualreport2003/04

5. letterfromDepartmentof 14 April 2005— responseto non compliancewith
expendituremaintenancerequirements

6. letterfrom Council of 16 August2005 - annualreport2004/05

7. letter fromDepartmentof26 August2005 - responseto furthernon
compliancewith expendituremaintenancerequirements

8. letterfrom Councilof 19 September2005 — in responseto Department’sletter
of26 August2005.


