
TheHon JohnAndersonMP
Deputy Prime Minister

Minister for Transport and Regional Services
Leader National Party of Australia

Mr R CharlesMP
Chairman
Joint CommitteeofPublicAccountsandAudit
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearMr Charles

With referenceto theJoint Committeeof PublicAccountsandAudit’s Report
No. 371 — ReviewofAuditor-Generalreports1998-99—AviationSecurityin
Australia,I attachtheDepartment’sExecutiveMinute responseto the Committee’s
recommendations.Theresponsehasbeenclearedwith theAttorney-General’s
Department.

Yours sincerely
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COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT 01’

REGHO SERVICES

EXECUTIVE MINUTE
on

JOINT COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT
REPORT No. 371 — REVIEW OF AUDITOR GENERAL REPORTS - 1998199

AWATION SECURITYIN AUSTRALIA

General comments

TheDepartmentof TransportandRegionalServicesoversightsaviationsecurity
regulationin Australia. Thefocusofaviationsecurityis on protectingregularpublic
transportpassengersand aircraftatmajorairportsagainstactsofunlawfulinterference.
Mattersrelatingto criminal activity at airportsareessentiallydealtwith by Stateor
Territory police,with the involvementoftheAustralianFederalPolice,theAustralian
ProtectiveServicesandtheAustralianCustomsServiceasappropriate.

TheDepartmentis updatingAustralia’saviationsecurityregulationsto establishclear,
enforceablestandards,includingthosecoveringpassengerandbaggagescreening.

Responseto the recommendation(s)

Therecommendationis supportedwith a qualification. Thequalificationnotesthat
dealingwith themajorityofcriminal activity atairportscomeslargelyunderthe
responsibilityofrelevantStateandTerritorypoliceauthorities.

In accordancewith theCommittee’srecommendation,theDepartmentof Transportand
RegionalServiceshasreviewedits arrangements.Subsequently,theDepartmentwill
usethenetworkofexistingairportsecuritycommitteesat majorairportsin Australiato
promoteclosercooperationbetweenairportauthoritiesandpoliceforces.
Representativesfrom theDepartmentofTransportandRegionalServices,theairport
operator,airline operators,CustomsandPoliceagencies,including thosein the
Attorney-General’sportfolio, arerepresentedon thesecommitteesandtheDepartment
will encourageotheragenciesto usethesecommitteesto enhancecooperationin dealing
with criminal activity on airports. Attorney-General’ssupportsthisapproach.
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Recommendation No.1 (a) paragraph 2.27

The Committeerecommendsthat the Departmentof Transportand Regional
Services and the Attorney-General’s Departmentreview arrangementsfor
cooperationbetweenairportauthoritiesandpoliceforces in dealingwith criminal
activity atairports.
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TheDepartmentofTransportandRegionalServicesis alsoincreasingits intelligence
networkwith policeforcesaroundAustralia,to enhanceatwo way flow ofinformation
whichwill assistboththeDepartmentperformits regulatoryfunctionsandairport
operatorsandthepolicewith theirwork in handlingairportcriminal activity.

By 30 June2000, theDepartmentwill havehadformal intelligenceexchangeswith all
StateandTerritory policejurisdictions,aswell asagenciesundertheAttorney-
General’sDepartmentandtheinformationobtainedwill be updatedasappropriate.

TheAttorney-General’sDepartmentalsonotesthatFederalandStatepolice
cooperation,aswell asinter-CommonwealthagencycooperationbetweentheAustralian
FederalPoliceandCustoms,will continueto beafeatureat airportsin handlingarange
ofcriminal investigationsincludingdrugseizures.

f Recommendation No.1 (b) paragraph 2.27

The Committeerecommendsthat the Departmentof Transport and Regional
Servicesreview passengerand hand luggagescreening,including: the training,
capabilityand responsibilitiesof operators;andthe effectivenessof responseby
relevantauthorities(FederalPoliceandProtectiveservicesofficers) in theevent
of contrabandbeingdetected,or other critical eventsoccurringduring screening
procedures.

TheDepartmentofTransportandRegionalServicessupportstherecommendationand
is alreadywell advancedin completingimportantchangeson passengerandhand
luggagescreening.Thesechangesincludingmajorairportoperatorsassuming
responsibilityat many majorairportsfor screening,coincidingwith thedevelopmentof
betterdesignedscreeningcheckpointsandupgradedscreeningequipment.As well
draftinginstructionsfortheestablishmentofregulatorystandardsfor passengerand
checkedbagscreeninghavebeenissuedfor industrycomment.

TheDepartment,in conjunctionwith theaviationindustry, is alsodevelopinganational
screeningtrainingcourseto providebenchmarkcompetenciesfor screeners.Revised
arrangementsfor screeningarescheduledfor completionby 31 May2000.

In termsofresponsearrangements,aviationsecurityscreeningarrangementsare
focussedon thedetectionofweaponsorotherobjectsthat couldbeconsidered
dangerous.Should acritical eventoccurduringscreeningprocedures,agreedresponse
arrangementswith relevantpoliceandscreeningauthoritiesarealreadyin place.

As partof its examinationof theappropriateaviationsecuritymeasureswhich shouldbe
usedat majorairports,theDepartmentwill continueto examinetheeffectivenessof
responsearrangements,particularly in termsoftherisk managementapproach
recommendedby the Audit Office. TheDepartmentnoteshoweverthat contrabandand
drugdetectionis amatterfor Customsandthepolice,notaviationsecurityscreening.

K H Matthews
Secretary
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