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DearMr Somlyay

At its meetingin Darwinon 27 May2005, theAMA FederalCouncilreviewedtheAMA
submissionto theInquiry into HealthFunding. Pursuantto thediscussionattheCouncil
Meeting,I amwriting to you to clarify theuseoftheterm‘bedblocker’.

This termis usedon page9 ofthesubmission. TheAMA submissionarguesthat this issue
spotlightsoneofthe ‘disconnects’in theCommonwealth/Statearrangementsfor healthcare.

TheAMA wishesto makeit veryclearthatin usingtheterm‘bedblocker’, wearein no way
implying thatthepatientsare‘theproblem’orthattheyarein anywayto blamefor the
situation.

Onthecontrary,theyaretheblamelessvictimsofasystemwhich is notprovidingthemwith
thecarethatis mostappropriateto theirsituation. A ‘bedblocker’ is apersonwho hasbeen
failedby thesystem,not apersonwho contributesto systemfailure. Uponfurtherreflection,
wehadsomeconcernsthatnot everyonemightperceivethesemeanings.

Thereis a greatdealthat canbedoneto improvetheinterfacebetweentheagecare,acute
careandcommunitycaresystemsso asto improvethepatientexperienceandthehealth
outcomes.

I would begratefulif youwouldconveythis supplementaryletterto thefellow membersof
yourcommittee.

Yourssincerely

Dr William Glasson
President

27 May2005
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