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Submissionto theParliamentaryInquiry into Work andFamily

Pleaseacceptthefollowing briefsubmissionto theaboveinquiry. I amcurrentlyin London
andwill notbereturningto Australiauntil 24 August,andasaresulthaveno accessto mostof
mywork in this area.However,I would like to submittheattachedpaper ‘EvenKeel ...‘,

preparedfortheMRC andalsoto drawattentionto mymonograph‘TaxingtheFamily’,
availablefrom theCentrefor IndependentStudies(Sydney).Thelatternowprovideslargelya
backgroundhistoryto currentconditions,but couldbe of assistancein assessingwherewenow
standasregardsfamily incomeassistance,ascomparedwith 40 to 50 yearsago.

Therearetwo pointsI would like to makebriefly asregardsthecurrentsituation:
(1) I believethat thecurrentlump sumpaymenton thebirthofa baby,introducedin thelast
budget,wasamovein thewrongdirection,instigatedby electionpanic(quiteunnecessary)in
responseto asimilarpromisefloatedby Labor.Thisproposal,while in keepingwith Labor’s
feministpolicieswhichwouldhaveall womenin theworkforce,is quiteoutof keepingwith
theoverridingLiberalpolicy ofcreatingstablefamilies. It implieseitherthatbabiesceaseto be
amaterialreality3 monthsafterbirth, orthat all womenwill be backin theworkforcebythat
date.
By contrast,theapproachesofFamily Allowancethroughoutchildhooddependencyandtax
relieffor families,of the lasttwo budgets,recognisetherealityofthecontinuingburdenofcost
andcareif familiesareto raisechildreneffectively. Thelump sumpaymentis regardedherein
theUK (with goodreason)aspayingwomento havebabies,andis likely to exacerbatethe
currentproblemofahigherbirthratein we4lfaredependentfamilies,ratherthanraisingit
acrosstheincomespectrum.
(2) It is wastefulofrevenueandinequitableto subsidizeboth family incomeandchildcare
acrosstheboard,for this meansthat doubleincomefamilieswhoput theirchildreninto
childcarereceivea doublebenefit.It wouldclearlynot bepolitic to withdrawchildcarefunding
precipitately,but I believethat themovementoffamily welfaremoniesfrom childcareto direct
family incomesupportshouldbealong termgoal,to be introducedwith thewisdomand
subtletythepresentgovernmenthasshownin reversingtheanumberofothersociallyharmful
welfarepoliciesintroducedin the 1970sand‘80s.

Apart from thework mentionedabove,I haveabodyofunpublishedstatisticsandanalysesof
thechangesin workparticipationof menandwomen,single,married,andwith children, over
theperiod 1969-1999,which is revealingofthe influenceofpatternsofwelfaresupporton
populationbehaviour.However,this will notbe accessibleuntil I returnto Australia.
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