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Hi,

I thoughtI would sendyoua few thoughtson Australia’sdecliningfertility rates.I am
a 30 yearold woman,recentlymarried,no childrenandafull timejob.

Firstly, I haveto say,thatI cannotwait to havechildrenandthefollowing is a
summaryofwhatpointmyhusbandandI areatin ourlives.

At themomentwearesavingmoneyfor ahouse,ourfirst home,andwearetrying to
haveat leasta 20%depositon a$300Khome. We live in Sydneyin atiny unit with
no garage,no storageandverylittle ofanythingelse,but wearepaying$250aweek
rentwhichmakesusstaywhereweareasit is cheap,in Sydneyterms. Whenwe
move,wewill bemovingto Canberra,wherewecanbuy ahousethatwould be in a
suitableenvironmentin which wecanbringup children.

We currentlybothwork atleast50 hoursaweekeachin thetravel industry. I runmy
own travel agencyandmy husbandis anassistantFinancialControllerandis studying
for his CPA.

So, for us,to havea child at themomentis almostout ofthequestionasweget
ourselvestogetherfor thenearfuture. Wearelookingto havechildrenin the
beginningof2006.

As far asthesituationwith otherpeopleis concerned,I havefoundthat manyofour
friends - all similar in age- areneithermarriedor seemto beplanningmarriagein the
nearfuture. Thus,puffing theirchild bearingbackafewmoreyears. TheresponsesI
getoftenfrom themis thattheybelievethat “medicineis sofar advancednowthat it
doesn’tmatterwhenwehaveababy”. I find this fairly concerningasno matterhow
far advancedmedicineis, it doesntmaketheirown eggsanyyounger.I’m not sure
wherethis beliefhascomefrom but maybeit is somethingthatcouldbeput forward
with yourinquiry.

Therearearticleseveryweekaboutfertility rates,menbeingstayat homeparentsand
soon, it is almostasif peoplearescaredofhavingchildren. My Mothernever
workedandI dontbelievethat I will want to work whenI havechildreneither. I
believethatif you arefit to beaMotherorFatherthenyou shouldtakethetime out to
raiseyourchildrenyourself,not leavethemin child carefor someoneelseto look
after. It justcreatesproblemsin thefuturebecausechildrendonthaveparentsthat
theyknow andtrust.

I alsobelievethat it wouldbe financiallybeneficialto stayathomeoncebecominga
parent,becauseif two parentsareworking thenoneis effectivelyworkingto payoff
the child care. Its aviciousandpointlesscycle. We canprobablythankfeminismfor
thatonebecausetheylike to think thatwomenshoulddo whatmendo, therefore
womenfeeltheyshouldhaveacareerandhaveafamilybut oneis alwaysgoingto be
detrimentalto theother. -~1ANDINc3COMM~~7~E
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I will leavemy emailatthat, I couldprobablywrite a lot morebutyoucancontactme
if you would like furtherthoughts. My detailsare:

AngelaCotter

Kindestregards,

Angela.


