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ATTACHMENT A

Cale 

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES, SUPPORTING FAMILIES AND SOCIAL INCLUSION

People with disability and family carers.

Australia trails world leaders in terms of models of support for people with disability and their family
carers. Effective support is critical for individuals and families, leading to their social inclusion and
ultimately stronger communities.

Over the last twenty years the United Kingdom stands out regarding the development of models of
support that are conducive to independence and inclusion. Recent presentations in Australia by
Simon Duffy2, Chief Executive for the UK organization 'in Control'3 have highlighted how far
Australia is behind. These UK models of support meet the whole of life needs of the person with
disability, places the person and family in control and ensure there is accountability for funds.

In Australia many people with disabilities and their family carers have been handicapped not by
their disabilities but by the systems that support them. Support systems in Australia have functioned
to exclude people with disabilities and their family carers from the centre of decision making
processes. It has therefore been difficult for these people to achieve self determination and
independence which in turn can help them improve their health, well-being and quality of life and
ultimately their participation in their local communities (social inclusion).

A few independent organizations such as the Julia Farr Association in South Australia are
promoting such models4 despite reticence from State and Federal Governments and established
service providers who may not understand the importance of self determination to people with
disabilities and their family carers.

Research into and implementation of the best models of individualized planning and self directed
support needs to be progressed urgently. Chapter 6, Recommendation 25 of the Senate
Community Affairs Committee Report5 into the 'Funding and operation of the Commonwealth
State/Territory Disability Agreement' comments on perceived benefits and limitations of
individualized funding models.

Models must focus on individual and family capabilities and aspirations and offer them control of
their services and lives without shifting costs from Government to the individuals/families
themselves. Our outdated support systems will have to become more cost effective as demands for
disability support increase because of our ageing population. Individualized planning and self
directed support can provide a solution that will satisfy the new demands on Government for
disability and carer support and at the same time ensure social inclusion for recipients.

2
http://ltoniepage.mac.com/simonduffy/Menu3.html

http://in-control.org.uk/

4 http://www. iuliafarr.oi-g.au/individualisedJ'unding.asp

5 http://www.aph.gov.au/senate/comniittee/clac jctte/cQmpleteduinquiries/2004-07/cstda/report./'index.htm




