
  
     

  

 
       

  
  

 
  

 

             
          

               
                

            
              

             
          

              
             

                
          

              
               

               
  



             
                 

                  
            
               
                

            
                
              

               
             
              
             
             

              
             

           

                 
                    

            
              

        
           

              
            

              
             

               
                 
    

             
              

               
               

                
               

               
           

             
              
             

              
               

                
             

               
               
              



            
               

          

                
              

              
             

               
            

              
               

               
            

           
              

                
                

               
           

             
             

               
                

              
           

                 
               

                 
                

             
             
                
             

               
             

              
              
       

                
            

             
            

                
                 

               
              



organised by a single or couple of voluntary carers. Can you see that there needs to be
some flexibility' in our system and more real consideration of options?

Please put more resources in to the care of these children. The family based model
itself is a wonderful, and often successful, option, I still believe. However, you have
to consider that, those few families putting up their hand to care for children or adults
with extremely high support needs, ought to be seriously acknowledged for what they
do, and what they forfeit. You cannot just accept we are forever 'giving volunteers'.
We are people that deserve acknowledgement for our skills and commitment, and we
need real support in financial terms as well as respite. We are doing an important job.
You also have to consider that sometimes the job is beyond our ability, and that other
options HAVE to be available. Always, in the back of my mind, is that if we have to
give this full time care away, we will be far better off working in a CRU or respite
facility, being paid, having holidays, saving super for our future financial survival,
and being free to have a life outside our work - some space for us.

I hope you get the feel of my story and it is useful for your inquiry. This is a story of a
second chance for these kids, but I'm not sure that the government really puts in place
enough to ensure that a second chance is a successful one. The success, for these two,
is due to personal commitments of the people involved, certainly not to a
government's support of them. We are currently awaiting scoliosis surgery for 'K'.
She has been on a waiting list for 2 years at the RCH, Melbourne. We also require a
car modification so that we can transport her in her wheel chair. There are no funds
provided to her for the costs of this - $30,000. We cannot, and should we? pay for
this. We built the extra bedroom we needed, and we have one spare room for our own
family to use when they come home. I remember 10 years ago there was an
establishment fund of about $40,000 to assist setting up a placement. No longer.

If you need further details of our experience please feel free to make contact, or take
the opportunity to come and see what we are doing. I must add that the agency
supporting our placement, particularly our case worker for the children, do whatever
they can to support us. They too are dependent on the good will and provision of
government to provide what is necessary to maintain a placement. They too know it is
not enough, and that volunteer carers are becoming harder and harder to find.
Providing a salary and the benefits of employment, above the cost reimbursement,
could only enhance their opportunities to recruit more carers.

Good luck with the inquiry and I look forward to hearing of some exciting
recommendations for children with disabilities, young and old, and their families,
birth or new.

Yours Sincerely,

Robin




