
Submission 200
EoB Inquiry

38 HunterSt
Castlemaine,Vic 3450

Ph: (03) 54706880

Committeeinquiring into Boys’ Education

DearSirs,

Summary

• Nowthat weno longerhaverulesthatprovidemenwith apriviledgedplacein society,some
boysareunableto compete.

• Separateboysandgirls into separateclassroomsto reducecompetition.

Detail

I amayoungishmanwith little experiencedealingwith childrenasanadult, but I enjoythinking and
I like to imaginethatthis countsfor something.

Why areboysdoingbadlyatschool?Therearetwo reasons:

• It’s boring.

• There’sno point.

It’s boring

Schoolis boring,andhasalwaysbeenboring. It is probablymoreboringnowthattherearesomany
womenteachers.Womenarenotusuallyasimaginativeorasbraveasmenandsothe lessonsthey
preparearemorelikely to be boring.

Schoolcontrastsstronglywith theworld of businesswhereyouhavetheadventureofcutting anew
trail. Businesspeoplefeel thattheyarevisionariesandmenwhoget thingsdone.Somedaysthey
might evenfeel respectedassuch.

Maybesometimesschoolteachersforget to tell theirstudentshow importantbusinesspeopleareand
howfulfilling a businesscareercanbe. I wonderhow manyschool-kidsthink that everythingin life
is asboringasschool.

There’s no point

Boysdo badlyat schoolbecausethere’sno pointdoingwell. In facttheyseelittle pointgrowingup
to beaman.

A manwith no moneyis a loserandadeadbeat.A manwho hasmoneyis a sitting duck.

My barberis anolderchapandI enjoygoingdowntherefor ahaircutandto talk aboutthe goodold
days.Heoncetoldmeabouthowhis grandfatherprovidedsacksfor itinerantworkersto sleepin as
theypassedby his farm duringthegreatdepression.Hepaintedthesackswith whitewashsothatthe
wind wouldnotblow through.Severalpointsmaybe drawnfrom this story:

• Thefarmerwasaheroto thoseworkerswithouthavingto berich ortalented.
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• Peopleexpectedto haveto helponeanotherin thosedays.
• Thefarmerhadastory to tell his grandchildren.
• Thefarmerhadto usehis initiativebeforehegot to be ahero.

Today’slife is very different.Taxesareautomaticallytakenfrom peoplewho makemoneyandit’s
thegovernment’sjob to providefoodandshelterfor everyoneelse.Thereis no initiative to betaken,
andno story to tell.

Whena manworkshardandgivessomeofhis moneyto othersthatmakeshim ahero.Whenthe
governmenttakesmoneyfrom him andgivesit to others,it’s thepoliticianswho becomeheroes.

I wonderif you feel like heroes?

But maybeit’s not thegovernment’sfault thatmenarefeelingbad.How couldmenbe feelinggood

in anagewheresheilasaredoingit all forthemselves?

I sawanadvertisingsignrecentlypromotingaparticularuniversitycourse.A prettyyoungwoman
waspicturedstandingthereandsaying,“I usedto want to marryamillionaire.Now, I justwant to be
one.”

Womenhavealwaysbeenuniquelywonderful.Wehavealwaysdesiredthemmoreardentlythan
theyhaveeverwantedus.Canyou imagineGermaineGreerbeingpulled upby policeafteroffering
moneyto amaleprostituteandexplaining,“Excusemeofficer,I really neededaroot.”?

Womenhavethefinal word on “if, whenandto whom” achild will be born.Thesearevery major
decisionsthatmenaren’talwaysaskedto takepart in.

It usedto be believedthatmenhaduniquelywonderfulattributesthat compensatedthemfor not
havingfemininestrengths.If that’snot true,why do weneedmen?

Womensometimesput it to meanotherway: “Why is it ourfault thatthatmenareuseless?”

The real, underlyingproblem

Thefactthat boysaredoingbadlyat schoolis justa symptomofan underlyingproblem- that boys
feelwhattheydo doesn’treally matter.

But thatin itself is just a symptomofanevenmorefundamentalproblem:Therearehardly any
fences

Whatdo I meanby fences?A fenceis aconstraintimposedon peoplestoppingthemfrom acting
purelyon theirimmediateself-interest.

A fewdecadesagowomenworkingin thepublic servicewereaskedto leaveoncetheygotmarried.
Therewasa fencethatmarriedwomencouldn’tcross.

Therewasafencethatmadeit difficult for singlewomento havechildrenon theirownandafence
thatstoppedmenwearingdresseswalkingdownthestreet.

Therewasafencethatdividedboysinto scoutingandgirls into guides.Thatfencewasremovedfor
girls but it’s still therefor boys.

Thepeoplewho ranourmediahadfencesaroundthemto limit thesortofthing theycouldentertain
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uswith.

Manandwife werefencedin togethereventhroughtedioustimes.

Natureimposesbarriersto whatwecando: There’sanunwrittenrule thatbeautifulyoungwomen
aremoreinterestingto spendtime with thanelderly women.Fencesareatraditionalwayof
overridingcruelnaturalbarrierswith thecivilising influenceofman-madeones.

Islamic nationshavea lot offenceswhichwe laughat andcall old-fashioned.I canonly imaginethat
they look at westerncultureandthink we’reaboutascivilised asaflock ofseagullsbickeringover
scraps.

Therearemanypeopletodaywho saythey’regladto seethefencesgone.Thefashionof todaysays,
“We don’t needfencesbecausefencesstopusdoing whatwe’d really like to bedoingandliving a
full life.”

But theyareterribly wrong,fencesaregoodfor us:

• Fencesrestrictpeople’schoicessotheycanstopthinking aboutall thethingstheymight
achieveandstartdoingsomethingaboutwhattheycanachieve.

• Fencesallowpeopleto live theirlives withoutbeingsubjectto othersconstantlytrying to lead
themastray.

• Fencesdividepeopleinto smallergroups.Peoplein small groupsbehavebetterthanthesame
peoplein largegroups.

• Fencesstopyou from takingthebreadfrom someoneelse’splate,just becauseyoucan.
• Fencesallowusconfidencein ourrelationshipswith othersknowing thatthey’realsofenced

in. A relationshipwecantrust is onewearemorelikely to put somethinginto.
• Fencesprovidesecurity,andslowtherateofchange.

Thefencethat stoppedmarriedwomenfrom pursuingcareersin thepublicservicewasnot thereto
hold womenback,it wasto givejobsto men(andsinglewomen)who mightnot beablefind work
anywhereelse.Youmight ask,who caresaboutpeoplewho can’tgetjobsbecausethey’renot as
goodasmarriedwomenapplyingfor thesamejobs?

I care- amanwithout ajobcaneasilyfeelworthless.A marriedwomanwithoutajobcantakeon
volunteerwork if life athomegets toomonotonous.

A reasonoftengivento dismissfencesis that if too manypeoplewant to get to theotherside ofa
particularfence,thenit will just gettrampledin therushto getto theotherside.Theanswerto that
concernis to build fencesthatguideactionsratherthanblockthem.

Peoplelaughat PaulineHansonwhenshesayslet’s putup fences.But you canseeherpointwhen
you thinkof local manufacturersbeingaskedto reducepollution andyetcompetewith overseas
manufacturerswho don’t careaboutpollution.

Recommendations

While I would like to recommendfencesto givemalesagreatersenseofpurposein life, I fearyou
will inevitably replythat it is not yourjob to fix thewholeofsociety,youwantaband-aidfor boys’
education.So I will limit my recommendationsasfollows:

Weneedto put in placeafencewhichwould:

• Protectboys’ interestsin school
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• Not taketoomuchwork to setup
• Not offendpowerful pressuregroups.
• Not drawresistancefromthepeoplewhohaveto implementit.

ThebestideaI haveseento addressthesepointsis notmy ownbut onesubmittedby Mrs Rosemary

Andersen.

As shesays,“Thesolutionis simple: Separateboysandgirls in school.”

I can’tresistacoupleofextrarecommendationsto helpyou reformyourself:

• Suggestto thePM that future committeesofparliamentwhichhaven’treportedwithin six
monthsofinceptionshouldbe shutdownandcommitteemembersmadeto wearbadgesfor a
monthinscribedwith thewords,“I’m a dickhead.”

• Refusesubmissionsunaccompaniedby a summaryof50 wordsor less.Publishthese
summariesonthe internetwith links to thesubmissions.A samplecanbe foundat
~

• Don’t publishareportthatmostvoterscan’teasilyunderstand.
• If you find thatworkingwithin theconstraintsofafederalsystemofparliamentary

democracy,budgetfeasibility, threeyearelectioncycles,pressurefrom vestedinterestgroups,
conflictingevidenceandoppressivemediainfluencemakesit impossibleto do anything
useful,let thevotersknow.Putyourhandup andaskfor helpfrom theonly peoplewho can.

Phil Bachmannnmt
3OSep,2001
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