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TheCommitteeSecretary,
HouseofRepresentatives
StandingCommitteeon Aboriginal andTonesStrait IslanderAffairs,
ParliamentHouse,
CanberraACT, 2600

Email: atsia.reps@aph.gov.au.

DearMr Wakelin,

We arepleasedto respondto yourcall for submissionsto theInquiry into capacitybuilding in
Indigenouscommunities.

TheCentralAustralianRemoteHealthDevelopmentServicehasbeenestablishedto develop
thecapacityofAboriginalpeopleandhealth professionalsto improvecommunityhealth
outcomesandto increaseeffectiveAboriginal controloverPHC servicedelivery.

CARHDSis auniqueserviceasit is directlycontrolledby andaccountableto thePrimary
HealthCareindustrytomeetthein servi cetrainingneedsasdeterminedby theemployer.
Currentlythereare10 Aborigii~alCommunityControlledservicesin CentralAustralia,plus
theNT governmentservice.UnderthePrimaryHealthCareAccessProgram(PHCAP)the
~numberofAboriginal Cc ‘~ 1 serviceswill dramaticallyincrease.CARHDS
workswith thecurrent36 ~ 5 healthzones.

To achieveits goals( .. - aprovidingregionalsupportin orderto
~eaccessto, ri, theprovi’ - - vicetraining for all workersand

1 ,ith aç uponAboriginal HealthWorkers.

[DS modelis thatit is industrydrivenanddirectly accountableto
~omes.Thebenefitsare immediatelyexperiencedin theHealth

~1hasbeenreviewed,evaluatedandrefinedseveraltimesoverthe
vs demonstrateclearlythat BestPracticemeansAboriginal Control.
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Thishasbeenconfirmedby healthresearch,which showsthat unlesspeopleregaincontrol
overtheirlives, theirhealthdoesnot improve.Educationandtraining mustbe empowering.It
mustbuild on thepeople’scapacityto takecontrolandmustbeprovidedin awaythat the
peoplecancontrol.

CARHDSis now engagingwith theHealthCouncilsandManagersofAboriginal Community
ControlledHealthServicesto developgovernanceandmanagementin servicetrainingin
orderto build theircommunitycapacity.

We wouldwelcometheopportunityt o meetwith yourcommitteeto discussthese
developmentsandto exnloz~theissuesyouhaveidentifiedin yourcall for submissions.

Yours Faithfully

DorothyLucardie
ChiefExecutiveOfficer


