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TheSecretary
StandingCommitteeon Aboriginal and

TorresStrait IslanderAffairs
Houseof Representatives
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600

DearCheryl

Subject: Jn~iuiry into IndigenousEmnlovment

Thankyou for yourletterdated23 March 2005regardingtheabovematter.

The Shire of Plantagenetis pleasedto continueto work closely with the Departmentof
IndigenousAffairs with regardto thequestionofindigenousemployment.

As recently as today I met with TAFEWA regardinga submission pursuant to the
AustraliansWorkingTogetherScheme.

The four (4) ShiresoftheLower GreatSouthernbeingtheCity of Albany andtheShiresof
Cranbrook,DenmarkandPlantagenethavefor sometime notedthedifficulties in attracting
qualified plant operators. We are presentlyworking with the Departmentof Indigenous
Affairs and the local Community Action Group to develop a proposal whereby local
indigenouspeoplecould be trained as plant operators. Although local Councils cannot
guaranteeemploymentwe do know that if qualifiedplantoperatorswerewithin thedistrict
theywould be immediatelyemployed.

We are still awaitingof outcomesof varioussubmissionsandwe are hopeful that we will
havepositiveresultswith relationto local indigenousemployment.

Thankyou for theopportunityto comment.

Rob Stewart
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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