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Report relating to the consideration of committee and delegation business 

and of private Members’ business 
 

 
 
1. The committee met in private session on Tuesday, 9 October 2012. 
 
2. The committee determined the order of precedence and times to be allotted for 

consideration of committee and delegation business and private Members’ business on 
Monday, 29 October 2012, as follows: 

 
 

Items for House of Representatives Chamber (10:10 am to 12 noon) 
 

COMMITTEE AND DELEGATION BUSINESS 
 
Presentation and statements 
 

 1 Standing Committee on Regional Australia 
 

Report of the Delegation to Canada and Mongolia  
 
 

The Committee determined that statements on the 
report may be made — all statements to conclude by 
10:15 am. 
 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Windsor — 5 minutes. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 1 x 5 mins] 

 
 

 2 Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 
 

Report on Inquiry into Australia’s Overseas Representation 
 

The Committee determined that statements on the 
report may be made — all statements to conclude by 
10:25 am. 
 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Champion — 5 minutes. 
 Next Member speaking — 5 minutes. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 5 mins] 
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 3 Standing Committee on Infrastructure and Communications 
 

Update on the progress of the Committee’s current inquiry into IT Pricing in Australia 
 

The Committee determined that statements on the 
inquiry may be made — all statements to conclude 
by 10:35 am. 
 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Champion — 5 minutes. 
 Next Member speaking — 5 minutes. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 5 mins] 
 

 4 Joint Select Committee on Gambling Reform 
 

Inquiry into the prevention and treatment of problem gambling 
 

The Committee determined that statements on the 
report may be made — all statements to conclude by 
10:45 am. 
 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Wilkie — 5 minutes. 
 Next Member speaking — 5 minutes. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 5 mins] 

 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 
Notices 
 
 1 MR KATTER: To present a Bill for an Act to require fair indexation of military 

pensions, and for related purposes. (Fair Indexation of Military Pensions Bill 2012) 
(Notice given 13 September 2012. Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper 
unless called on any of the next 8 sitting Mondays including 29 October 2012.) 

 
Presenter may speak for a period not exceeding 
10 minutes — pursuant to standing order 41. 

 
 2 MR OAKESHOTT: To present a Bill for an Act to continue the National Electricity 

Law as a Commonwealth law, and for other purposes. (National Electricity Bill 2012) 
(Notice given 20 September 2012.) 

 

Presenter may speak for a period not exceeding 
10 minutes — pursuant to standing order 41. 
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 3 MR WILKIE: To present a Bill for an Act to strengthen public integrity by 
encouraging and facilitating the disclosure of corruption, maladministration and other 
wrongdoing in the Commonwealth public sector, by protecting public officials who 
make disclosures, and for related purposes. (Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower 
Protection) Bill 2012) (Notice given 9 October 2012.) 

 

Presenter may speak for a period not exceeding 
10 minutes — pursuant to standing order 41. 

 4 MR WILKIE: To present a Bill for an Act to deal with consequential matters in 
connection with the Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower Protection) Act 2012, 
and for related purposes. (Public Interest Disclosure (Whistleblower Protection) 
(Consequential Amendments) Bill 2012) (Notice given 9 October 2012.) 

 

Presenter may speak for a period not exceeding 
10 minutes — pursuant to standing order 41. 

 
 5 MR NEUMANN: To move—That this House: 
 (1) recognises that the rates of employment for people with disability in Australia is 

significantly less than people without disability; 
 (2) commends the efforts taken so far by disability advocates and a number of big and 

small businesses that are working to remedy this concerning trend; 
 (3) acknowledges the significant economic and productivity benefits of having in 

work, more Australians with disability; and 
 (4) calls on the Government to: 
 (a) engage with the Australian Securities Exchange (ASX) about the merits of the 

ASX extending its Corporate Governance Principles and Recommendations to 
require reporting on the employment of people with disability; and 

 (b) explore ways to ensure companies employing more than 100 employees report 
on their efforts to employ more people with disability. (Notice given 
11 September 2012.) 

Time allotted — remaining private Members’ 
business time prior to 12 noon. 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Neumann — 10 minutes. 
 Next Member speaking — 10 minutes. 
 Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 10 mins + 3 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 
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Items for House of Representatives Chamber (8 to 9:30 pm) 
 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS — continued 
 
Notices — continued 
 
 6 MR ABBOTT: To move—That this House: 
 (1) notes that: 
 (a) since the devastating terrorist attacks in the United States on 11 September 

2001, over 100 Australians have died and many others have suffered injury as 
a result of terrorist attacks overseas; 

 (b) the victims of ‘September 11’, the two Bali bombings, the London and Jakarta 
bombings and the Mumbai terrorist attacks, were targeted because they were 
citizens of countries where people could choose how they lived and what faith 
they might follow; and 

 (c) 12 October 2012 will mark the tenth anniversary of the 2002 Bali bombings; 
 (2) recognises that: 
 (a) many Australian families continue to suffer as a result of their loss and injury 

from overseas terrorist acts; 
 (b) victims of overseas terrorism have not been entitled to compensation such as 

that received by domestic victims of crime under the various State and 
Territory victims of crime schemes; and 

 (c) the Government did not support amendments to the Social Security 
Amendment (Supporting Australian Victims of Terrorism Overseas) Bill 2012 
which would have provided assistance for any action after 10 September 
2001; and 

 (3) supports the Coalition’s request that the Minister make the appropriate 
retrospective declarations so that all of the Australian victims of overseas 
terrorism acts since 10 September 2001, or their next of kin, can receive this 
important, but modest, help. (Notice given 20 September 2012.) 

 

Time allotted — remaining private Members’ 
business time prior to 9:30 pm. 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Abbott — 10 minutes. 

Next 5 Members speaking — 10 minutes each. 
 Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 6 x 10 + 6 x 5 mins] 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 
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Items for Federation Chamber (approx 11 am to approx 1:30 pm) 
 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 
Notices 
 
 1 MR BANDT: To move—That this House: 
 (1) affirms that science is central to our economy and prosperity and that government 

investment in research is central to maintaining and growing Australia’s scientific 
capacity; 

 (2) notes the: 
 (a) growing concern amongst the science and research community about the 

security of funding; and 
 (b) risks to jobs and the economy if funding is not secured, especially in Victoria 

where much of Australia’s health and medical research is conducted; and 
 (3) calls on the Treasurer to: 
 (a) guarantee that science and research funding will be protected this financial 

year; and 
 (b) rule out any attempt to defer, freeze or pause Australian Research Council, 

National Health and Medical Research Council, or other science and research 
grants in an attempt to achieve a Budget surplus. (Notice given 20 September 
2012.) 

 
Time allotted — 30 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Bandt — 5 minutes. 

Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 6 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 

Orders of the day  
 
 1 CODE OF CONDUCT FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT: Resumption of 

debate (from 17 September 2012) on the motion of Mr Oakeshott—That this House: 
 (1) endorses the draft code of conduct at Appendix 5 of the report of the House of 

Representatives Standing Committee of Privileges and Members’ Interests, Draft 
Code of Conduct for Members of Parliament; and 

 (2) requests the Leader of the House to bring forward urgently for the House’s 
consideration the proposed changes to standing orders and resolutions of the 
House necessary to give effect to the Code, procedures for considering complaints 
under the Code, and for the role of the Standing Committee of Privileges and 
Members’ Interests in oversight of the Code.  
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Time allotted — 20 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 All Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 4 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 

 
Notices — continued 
 
 2 MS SMYTH: To move—That this House: 
 (1) recognises the reliance of many families and individuals across our community on 

penalty rates as a key component of their income, particularly our lowest-paid 
workers; 

 (2) acknowledges that work-life balance is important to the health and welfare of 
workers, families and our community; 

 (3) recognises that penalty rates often compensate workers for time they may 
otherwise spend with family; and 

 (4) opposes measures that would remove or undermine penalty rates. (Notice given 
12 September 2012.) 

 
Time allotted — 60 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 Ms Smyth — 10 minutes. 

Next Member speaking — 10 minutes. 
Other Members — 5 minutes each. 

[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 10 + 8 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 

 
 3  MR COULTON: To move—That this House: 
 (1) acknowledges the sacrifices made by those who have served Australia in past and 

present wars and conflicts and the importance of Remembrance Day in honouring 
those who have fallen; and 

 (2) notes that many Indigenous servicemen and women have also made valuable 
contributions to the Australian Defence Force, and that: 

 (a) in the past these contributions have not been fully acknowledged and 
recognised; 

 (b) historically many people of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander background 
experienced difficulties in enlisting due to their race; 

 (c) the full extent of the contribution of Indigenous peoples to past wars and 
conflicts is a subject that is still being researched today; 
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 (d) more information will only add to the valuable wealth of knowledge that 
informs Australia’s commemoration ceremonies and enriches the historic 
record; 

 (e) it is estimated that at least 400 Aboriginals or Torres Strait Islanders served in 
the First World War, and between 3000 and 6000 in the Second World War, 
and limited historical records indicate that these figures may have been much 
higher; and 

 (f) the maintenance of all war memorials, including those dedicated to the efforts 
of Indigenous people, should be a national priority. (Notice given 
17 September 2012.) 

 

Time allotted — remaining private Members’ 
business time prior to approx 1:30 pm. 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Coulton — 10 minutes. 
 Next 3 Members — 10 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 4 x 10 mins] 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue at a later hour. 

Items for Federation Chamber (approx 6:30 to 9 pm) 
 
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 
 
Notices — continued 
 
 3  MR COULTON: To move—That this House: 
 (1) acknowledges the sacrifices made by those who have served Australia in past and 

present wars and conflicts and the importance of Remembrance Day in honouring 
those who have fallen; and 

 (2) notes that many Indigenous servicemen and women have also made valuable 
contributions to the Australian Defence Force, and that: 

 (a) in the past these contributions have not been fully acknowledged and 
recognised; 

 (b) historically many people of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander background 
experienced difficulties in enlisting due to their race; 

 (c) the full extent of the contribution of Indigenous peoples to past wars and 
conflicts is a subject that is still being researched today; 

 (d) more information will only add to the valuable wealth of knowledge that 
informs Australia’s commemoration ceremonies and enriches the historic 
record; 

 (e) it is estimated that at least 400 Aboriginals or Torres Strait Islanders served in 
the First World War, and between 3000 and 6000 in the Second World War, 
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and limited historical records indicate that these figures may have been much 
higher; and 

 (f) the maintenance of all war memorials, including those dedicated to the efforts 
of Indigenous people, should be a national priority. (Notice given 
17 September 2012.) 

 
Time allotted — 50 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 All Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 10 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 

 
 
 4 MR HUSIC: To move—That this House notes:  
 (1) with deep concern, proposals being advanced to automatically return any 

Sri Lankan national seeking asylum in Australia; and 
 (2) that: 
 (a) this is a policy that would target only one group of asylum seekers originating 

from only one particular country; 
 (b) the automatic return of Sri Lankan nationals without the processing of their 

claims for asylum fails to comply with the Refugee Convention; and 
 (c) if enacted, the policy would forcibly return asylum seekers to a country that is 

not a party to the Refugee Convention. (Notice given 11 September 2012.) 
 

Time allotted — 30 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Husic — 10 minutes. 

Next Member speaking — 10 minutes. 
 Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 10 + 2 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 
 
 
 

 5 MS RISHWORTH: To move—That this House: 
 (1) notes the significant impact of the United Kingdom Government’s refusal to index 

pensions allocated to British expatriates living in Australia under the United 
Kingdom’s National Insurance Fund; 

 (2) recognises that: 
 (a) affected British pensioners have made contributions to this scheme; 
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 (b) British pensions for expatriates continue to be indexed in numerous other 
countries including the United States of America and within the European 
Union, but are frozen in mostly former Commonwealth countries, including 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand and South Africa; and 

 (c) the United Kingdom Government’s: 
 (i) current policy discriminates in its treatment of its expatriate pensioners 

depending on their country of residence; and 
 (ii) unfair and discriminatory policy has resulted in the erosion of the 

purchasing power of British pensions for more than 250,000 British 
pensioners living in Australia; 

 (3) acknowledges: 
 (a) that through the Australian pension system, the Australian Government 

provides more than $100 million each year to recipients of a British pension 
living in Australia, which helps supplement the shortfall created by the 
United Kingdom Government’s frozen pension policy; and 

 (b) the ongoing efforts of the Australian Government in making repeated 
representations to the United Kingdom Government, calling on it to address 
the issue of frozen pensions for British expatriates living in Australia; 

 (4) commends the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
for her continued efforts in raising the issue with the United Kingdom 
Government, most recently during her meeting with the United Kingdom 
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions; and 

 (5) calls on the United Kingdom Government to treat recipients of a British pension 
equitably by fairly indexing entitlements regardless of where they choose to retire, 
so that British pensioners can receive the full benefits they deserve. (Notice given 
20 September 2012.) 

 
 

Time allotted — 30 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 Ms Rishworth — 10 minutes. 

Next Member speaking — 10 minutes. 
 Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 2 x 10 + 2 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 

 
 
 6 MR COULTON: To move—That this House: 
 (1) acknowledges the significant community contribution Meals on Wheels Australia 

has made to the most vulnerable in our society for nearly 60 years; 
 (2) values the many Meals on Wheels Australia volunteers that selflessly dedicate 

their time to ensure that our local communities’ most vulnerable members receive 
warm and nutritious meals; 

 (3) recognises that Meals on Wheels Australia allows elderly people to maintain their 
independence and provides them with regular social contact; 
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 (4) acknowledges that nearly one-third of frail patients admitted to hospital are 
malnourished and that a further 60 per cent are at risk of malnutrition; and 

 (5) calls on the Government to: 
 (a) support the Meals on Wheels Australia’s initiative to research new ways to 

improve the nutritional status of elderly Australians; and 
 (b) recognise that this initiative to improve nutrition has the potential to change 

the health, happiness and well-being of elderly Australians. (Notice given 
17 September 2012.) 

  
Time allotted — 20 minutes. 
Speech time limits — 
 Mr Coulton — 5 minutes. 
 Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 4 x 5 mins] 
 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 
 
 
 

 7 MS HALL: To move—That this House: 
 (1) notes that: 
 (a) October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and that Monday 22 October 

2012 is Pink Ribbon Day; 
 (b) breast cancer is the most common cancer in Australian women (excluding 

melanoma) and the second leading cause of cancer-related death in Australia; 
and 

 (c) the incidence of breast cancer in Australia is increasing; and 
 (2) encourages all women to have a mammogram every two years. (Notice given 

9 October 2012.) 
 

Time allotted — remaining private Members’ 
business time prior to 9 pm. 
Speech time limits — 
 Ms Hall — 5 minutes. 
 Other Members — 5 minutes each. 
[Minimum number of proposed Members speaking 
= 4 x 5 mins] 
The Committee determined that consideration 
of this matter should continue on a future day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Page 13 of 13 
 

 
3. The committee recommends that the following item of private Members’ business listed 

on the notice paper be voted on: 
 

Order of the Day— 
Newstart payments (Mr Bandt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Anna Burke MP 
Chair 
 
9 October 2012 
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