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DearMr Nairm,

Inquiry into the Coordination of theScienceto Combat theNation’sSalinity Problem

The RicegrowersAssociationof Australia (RGA) would like to StandingCommitteeon
ScienceandInnovationfor theopportunityto makecommenton theaboveinquiry.

TheRGA notesthattheInquiry isespeciallyinterestedin how thebestscientificknowledge
andexpertiseisandcontinuesto beusedto addressthenation’ssalinitychallenge1.

At thecurrentpointin time,muchhasbeendonefrom ascientificperspectiveto investigate
waysof combatingsalinity andin particular,drylandsalinity. It is thelatterthatis seenas
the“sleepinggiant” in respectof futureenvironmentalissuessuchassoil andriverhealth.

Irrigation salinity has largely beenseenas undercontrol via theuse of land and water
managementplansin themajor irrigation areasandfarm managementplansfor irrigation
farms outsidethemajor irrigation areas.Other initiatives havealsobeenundertakento
ensurethe future productiveviability of irrigation land andthe externalitiesthat canbe
derivedfrom irrigation.

TheCSJROhavedevelopedSWAGMAN, asoftwaretool whichmanageswateruse(surface
and groundwater)on farm andwithin thesurroundingregion in order to bettermanage
water acrossaregion. This hasbeena long standingprojectwhich is stronglysupported
locally for its practicalapplicationon farms.

House of Fiepresentatives Standing Committee on Science and Innovation 2003, Inquiry into coordinationof
the science to combat the nations salinityproblem — Inquiry Information, page 7.
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The major issuecontinuesto be the developmentof practicalon the groundsolutionsto
assistfarmers,communitiesand organisationsto combatdrylandsalinity.

Quite rightly, theInquiry Informationpaper2refers to work suchas airbornegeophysics
whichhasassistin monitoringandmappingof salinity hazardsand groundwatersystems.
In addition,muchwork hasevolvedon developingappropriatefarming systemsto assist
combatsalinity, egtheplantingof perennialinsteadof annualgrassesandthemovefrom
widespreadplantingoftreesto targetedplantingin identifiedsalinityhotspots.

In NSW, CatchmentManagementBoardshave developedCatchmentBlueprints which
were originally designedto assistin meetingtargets,eg salinity, acidity and vegetation.
Work hadalsocommencedon other targetsrelatingto catchmenthealth.

Theseblueprintswerebudgetedin order that thesetargetswould be attainedwithin the
plannedtime frame.However,the budgeteditems cannotbe fully funded from existing
Governmentbudgetsand programs,:such as the National Action Plan and National
HeritageFunding.

In NSW changesto natural resourcemanagementwere recentlyannouncedwhich will
againdelaytheimplementationof catchmentbasedplans.

One of the major issuesis the time delay from commencementof applicablescientific
researchand its conversioninto appropriateand practical extensiontools for use by
farmersandotherstakeholdersin asshorta time frameaspossible.

In themeantime,it is “carry onasnormal” for themajorityof farmers.

From RGA’s perspective,anothermajor issue is reducing the salt loads importedwith
water from dryland catchments.Irrigation areasare ultimately acting as salt sinks until
suchtime as the sciencecatchesup to ensureappropriateactionsaretakenin the upper
catchmentsto reducetheexportof salt.

Oncein theirrigation areas,salt is storedin groundwater.Thereforeit is essentialthat the
control of the groundwatertables is continued to preventproductive irrigation land
becoming salinised. The Land and Water ManagementPlan’s (LWMP’s) have been
extremelyeffectivein addressingthis issueandit is importantthat this work is continued
into thefuture.

It is alsoimportantthatlocalworks aresupportedby work un4ertakenby agenciessuchas
CSIRO. The CSIRO and UNESCO have nominatedthe MurrumbidgeeValley as the
Hydrology for Environment,Life & Policy (HELP) Pilot project. This is the first reference
site under this project which is a case study to look at surface and groundwater
connectivityand groundwatermovements.

2 Ibid
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I trust that thesecommentsassistyour deliberationsin this inquiry andif you haveany
furtherquestions,pleasedon’t hesitateto contactme


