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DearSir

FACILITIES UPGRADE TO SHOALWATER BAY
ROCKHAMPTON (SWBTA), QLD
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FriendsoftheEarthBrisbanedated7 Jul 06- Submission3
HonourableD. N. Everinghamletterdated7 Jul 2006 - Submission4.
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No NukesSouthAustraliadated6 Jul 06 - Submission6.
Mrs ChristineFenshamdated7 July06 — Submission7
Women’sInternationalLeaguefor PeaceandFreedomdated12 Jul

In the varioussubmissionsto the PublicWorks Committeeon thematterof theJoint Combined
Training Centrefacilities proposedfor ShoalwaterBay Training Area, as listed at ReferencesA
to F, thevariousauthorsmakea numberof statementsin regardsto the environment,healthand
safety of the community, the destructionof indigenousheritage,threat to safety, security and
peaceand depleteduraniumarisingas a resultof activities at ShoalwaterBay Training Area.
This submissionis provided in responseto ReferencesA to F, and particular concernsare
addressedin turn.

Recuirementfor UrbanOperationsTrainingFacility

TheAustralianDefenceForce(ADF) undertakestrainingto prepareits membersfor awiderange
ofoperationsin manypartsof theworld. Thecurrentoperationsbeingundertakenby theADF in
the SolomonIslands,EastTimor, Afghanistanand Iraq involve operationsin urban terrainin a
rangeofdifferentcontingencies,includingpeacekeeping.TheUrbanOperationsTrainingFacility
plannedfor ShoalwaterBay is thereforenecessaryto enableADF membersto train in and be
familiar with operatingin urbanareas.

TheUrbanOperationsTrainingFacility is intendedto beusedon aregularbasisandthereforethe
facility will not be used as a target for bombs, nor will live ammunitionbe usedwithin the
facility. The Departmentof Defencetakespride in maintaininggood environmentalpractisesto
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sustainour training areas;Defenceis requiredto reusethesefacilities for training and ensures
thatuseoftraining areasand facilities is undertakenin asustainablemanner.

Environment

Defenceagreeswith a number of the submissionsthat have identified that ShoalwaterBay
Training Area (SWBTA) is oneof Australia’smostpristinecoastalregions. In fact, it is thelast
large parcel of undevelopedcoastal land on the east coastof Australia south of Cooktown.
Worldwide,ecologicalresearchrepeatedlydemonstratestat military activity and environmental
conservationare not mutually exclusive. In many placesin the world, landused for military
training often representsthe last reftige for rareor threatenedspecies. ShoalwaterBay is no
different. Since acquisition in 1965, while under Defence’s environmentalstewardship,the
ecologicalcondition of ShoalwaterBay TrainingAreahasdramaticallyimprovedastheproperty
recovers from being degradedthrough the unsustainableland managementpractices and
overgrazingby livestocktat hadcharacterisedthearea. Defencehasremovedlargepopulations
of fend animals,managedincursionsby weedsand implementedfire managementregimesthat
complementthenaturalprocessesthatsupportecosystemfunction. Thishasallowedtheproperty
to recover and provided habitat that simultaneouslysupportsmilitary training and delivers
biodiversityconservation.

Claims thatmilitary traininghasan adverseeffect on environmentalheritageor wildernessvalues
at ShoalwaterBay (or indeedelsewhere)aresimply not supportedby the facts. Military training
areas in Australia are generally large areas where accessis closely managedand natural
ecosystemprocessesallowedto function.

The specific impactsassociatedwith the constructionand operation of the Urban Operations
Training Facility havebeencarefullyconsidered.Environmentalconstraintsstrongly influenced
the siting of the Urban OperationsTraining Facility in an areahistorically impactedby the
locationofa homestead(nowremoved).

In keepingwith Defence’scommitmentto openand transparentcommunicationaboutits impacts
on the environment,Defencecommissionedan environmentalconsultant,HLA Envirosciences,
to preparea Public EnvironmentReport (PER) on the constructionand use of the Urban
OperationsTrainingFacility at SWBTA. This PERwaspublicly exhibitedfor 20 businessdays
from 17 February- 16 March 2006. Publicmeetingswerealso convenedat four locationsin the
Rockhamptonregion (Rockhampton20 February, The Cavesand Yeppoon 21 February and
StanageBay on 22 February). Interestedmembersof thepublic were alsotakenon abustour of
the siteon Saturday4 March 2006. Two written submissionswerereceivedfrom membersofthe
public andonefrom LivingstoneShireCouncil. ThePERwasfinalisedon 9 May 2006.

Following finalisation of the PER, Defence staff who are environmental professionals,
experiencedin environmentalimpact assessment(from Defence’sDirectorateof Environmental
Impact Management)reviewedthe environmentalassessmentdocumentation. They evaluated
the conclusionsregardingthe potential for significant impacts and an assessmentreport was
preparedthat consideredthe public submissionsreceivedand documentedthe conclusions
reached.Following its considerationof thePER,Defenceconcludedtheproposalwould nothave
a significant impacton theenvironment. Copiesof thesedocumentswere also providedto the
Departmentof EnvironmentandHeritagefor theirinformation.

The traditional ownersof SWBTA, the Darumbalpeople,could not be contactedby Defence’s
consultantsduring the PER exhibition period. However, Darumbal are representedon the
Environmental Advisory Committee for SWBTA which has consideredthe proposal and
Darumbalhavesubsequentlybeendirectlyconsultedabouttheproposal.
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TheEnvironmentalAdvisory Committeemeetbiannually(MayandOctober)at WesternStreetor
at RangeControl at Shoalwaterbay. The consultationfor the Joint CombinedTraining Centre
project to this committeewas held at the October 2005 meeting at Western Street. The
Environmental Advisory Committee is made up of representativesfrom all interested
stakeholdersof ShoalwaterBay Training Area, which includes membersfrom the following
organisations:

DepartmentofPrimaryIndustries- Forestry,
CentralQueenslandUniversity
DepartmentofNaturalResourcesandMines
GreatBarrierReefMarineParkAuthority
QueenslandEnvironmentProtectionAuthority
QPWS
LivingstoneShireCouncil
CentralQueenslandWildlife PreservationSociety
DarumbalNoolar-MurreeCoopfor LandandCulture
FisheriesRepresentative
NeighbouringGraziersRepresentative
DefenceRepresentatives

Unfortunatelythis list oforganisationsandpersonnelthat wereconsultedon theproposalwasnot
includedin the evidence. The evidencewill be amendedto reflect the additional organisations
consulted.

DepletedUranium

Australiadoesnot usemunitions containingdepleteduranium.Depleteduraniummunitionsand
equipmentare not clearedfor useon Australiantraining rangesand thereforenot permittedfor
useby Australianorforeignforces,including UnitedStatesforces.

Only approvedin-serviceweaponsareused.Overseastrainingpartnerstaking part in exerciseson
Australianmilitary training areasare also bound to useonly thoseweaponsapprovedfor in-
serviceuse in this country. Depleteduranium ordnanceis not an AustralianDefenceForce
approvedweaponso it is not usedduring any training exerciseson AustralianMilitary Training
Areas.

There is no evidencethat Depleteduraniummunitions, or vehicles equippedwith Depleted
uraniumarmour,haveeverbeenusedortestedbyAustralianor foreignforcesat ShoalwatcrBay
Training Area,or anyotherAustralianlandtrainingrange.

Defenceis openandtransparentabouttheenvironmentaleffectsof its activities.

Defencewould notobjectto independenttestingfor Depleteduraniumbeingcarriedoutby others
usingtheirown resourcesandsubjectto all theusualprotocolsfor accessand safetythat apply to
Defencetrainingareas. Therewouldbe no restrictionson publicationofthedataobtained.

Currentin-serviceweaponsincludeprecision-guidedmunitions,or ‘smart bombs~. By definition,
suchweaponsaresaferin trainingthanunguidedbombs.
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Strict training regulations control the use in training exercisesof these weapons.These
regulations ensurerigorous and detailed planning, risk assessmentand management,and
adherenceto strict environmentalregulations.

I trust that this additionalinformationsatisfiestheCommittee

Yours sincerely
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