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Defencep1~to build 80 housesfor personnel
ckht.,heriqv

The federalgovernment is
pursuinga$19.6million planto
build80 homesfor defence
personnelandtheirfamiliesat
PuckapunyalinVictoria,as
partof adriveto improvethe
attractivenessof defenceliving
conditions.

The DefenceHousing
Authoritywill submitthe

proposaltofederal
parliament’sPublicWorks
Committeeforapprdval.The
DHA managesmorethan

17,000defenceproperties
acrossAustralia.

Theparliamentarysecretary
totheDefenceMinister,Teresa
Gambaro,said:“Thesenew
homesarein linewith current
Australiancommunity
standardsandreallysetanew

benchmarkforhousingin
Puckapunyal.

“A lot oftheexistinghousing
isolderstockanddoesnot
providecomfortablelivingfor
ourdefencepersonnelandtheir
families.”

The80 houseswill bebuilton
already-clearedresidei~tia1

blocks.No infrastructurework
will beneededandcompletion
isexpectedby November2006.

Another20houseswere
finishedatPuckapunyalin
December.

“Theprojectwill havea
positiveeffectonthelocal
economyduringthe
constructionperiod,not only
throughworkdirectlyonthe
sitebut alsotheoff-sitesupply
ofmaterial.plantand
equipment,”Ms Gambaro
said.
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