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Australian Government

Department of the Environment and Ikritage

Mr JasonSherd
Inquiry Secretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks
ParliamentHouse
CANBERRA ACT 2600 _____ ______

DearMr Sherd

DEVELOPMENT OF AFP CANINE KENNELLING & TRAINING FACILITIES, MAJURA, ACT

I referto your letterof 11 July 2006inviting commenton theaboveproposal.

ThisDepartmentadministerstheEnvironmentProtectionandBiodiversityConservationAct
1999 (EPBCAct) which providesfortheprotectionof certaindefinedmattersof national
environmentsignificance.TheAct alsoprovidesfor theprotectionoftheenvironmentof
Commonwealthlandandtheenvironmentmoregenerallyfor activitiesundertakenby
Commonwealthagencies.

New developmentproposalsthat arelikely to havea significantimpacton theaboveprotected
mattersrequireformal referral,assessmentandapprovalby this Departmentbeforetheycan
proceed.TheEPBCAct alsoprovidesfor proposalsto be referredwherethequestionof
significanceis unclear. TheDepartmentis thenrequiredto makeadecisionwithin
20businessdaysasto whetheror notsignificantimpactsarelikely andformal assessmentis
needed.

TheAustralianFederalPolice(AFP) areanagencyoftheCommonwealthandreferredthe
proposedredevelopmentoftheMajuraTrainingFacilityundertheEPBCAct on 19
September2002. A decisionwasmadeon 18 October2002thattheproposedredevelopment
activitiesarenot likely to haveasignificant impacton importantattributesoftheenvironment
andthat assessmentand approvalundertheAct is thereforenot required.

Sincethis time, therehavebeenvariationsto theredevelopmentproposal.TheEPBCAct
placesanobligationonanorganisationorpersonproposingto takean actionto reviewthe
potentialforsignificantimpactsif theproposalchangessuchthat a significantimpacton a
protectedmattermayoccur. Theexpectationis that anewreferralmayneedto bemadein
suchaninstance,or that theoriginal decisionmayneedto be reconsideredpursuantto section
78 oftheEPBCAct.

In this case,theAFP hasprovidedregularbriefingsto theDepartmenton theprojectas it has
progressedthroughthedetailedmasterplanningprocess.TheDepartmenthasnotedchanges
to the locationof variouselementsoftheproposal,but doesnot considerthat thenature,scale
orpotentialfor significantimpactshaschangedcomparedto theoriginal proposalreferred.
Theoriginaldecision(thatsignificantimpactsarenot likely) thereforeremainsvalid andthe
Departmenthasno objectionsto theworksproceeding.
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TheDepartmentwill continueto commenton managementplansrelevantto the
redevelopment,suchastheNaturalHeritageConservationManagementPlan(May 2006)and
CulturalHeritageConservationandManagementPlan(April 2006),in the interestsof
providinggeneralportfolio adviceon theproposedmeasuresto achievethebestpossible
environmentaloutcomes.However,thereareno outstandingobligationsundertheEPBCAct
for theproposedworks, includingthedevelopmentofcaninekennellingandtraining
facilities.

Pleasedo nothesitateto contacttheundersigned(02 6274 1861)if you wish to discussthis
matterfin-therorrequireadditional infonnation.

Yourssinc~er&)

WAX,

StevtMercer
Director
EPBCAct ReferralsSection
ApprovalsandWildlife Division

j7 July2006

cc Ms JaneAckland
Coordinator
New Headquarters Team
Australian FederalPolice
GPO P0 Box 401
CANBERRA CITY ACT 2601
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