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Ms VivienneCourto
Inquiry Secretary
ParliamentaryStandingCommitteeon PublicWorks
HouseofRepresentatives
ParliamentofAustralia
CANBERRA ACT 2600 _______________

DearMs Courto,

RESPONSETO CUBBITCH BARTA NATIVE TITLE CLAIMANTS

TheDepartmentof Defencewould like to takethe opportunityto reply to the submissionofthe
CubbitchBartaNativeTitle ClaimantsdatedI 5~November2005 concerningtheRelocationof
the 17I~ Aviation Squadronto Holsworthy Barracks. It remainsthe clear intention of the
Departmentof Defenceto respectand preservethe heritageand the environmentof the area,
whileat thesametime achievingtheobjectivesofnationalsecurity.

The submissionfrom theCubbitchBartaNativeTideClaimantshighlights the importanceof the
HolsworthyBarracksas an areaof high Aboriginal cultural significance,namelythe Cubbitch
BarTh National EstateArea. Therole of HolswonbyArmy Basehasnot changedoverthe years;
that is, it existsfor nationalDefencepurposes.While the internalorganisationofthe basemay
changeovertime, thefrndanaentalpurposeof thebasehasnot changed.Thevastmajorityofthe
work proposedis on existingdevelopedareasofthebarracksandwill not effect areasof cultural
significance.

Helicoptershaveregularlyoperatedfrom HolaworthyBarrackssince1974. All of theworks at
Holsworthyarepartof theongoingandessentialmodernisationof theAustralianDefenceForce.
Defencerespectstheculturalheritageoftherangeareaandwill adoptproceduresto minimizethe
impactoftheaviationsquadron.

TheDepartmentofDefencewill contacttheCubbitchBartaNativeTitle Claimantsto discussthe
detailsoftheRelocationofthe 171~’ Aviation Squadronto l-IolsworthyBarracks.

Yours sincerely,

P.1Hutcbinson, DSC

Brigadier
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