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ProposedRelocationof 171’~ Aviation Squadron to Holaworthy Barracks NSW

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton therelocationoftheBlackHawkhelicopTer
squadronto Holsworthy. The relocationof thesquadronto Holsworthywill havesigni~cant
acousticimpactson adjacentlandin theSutherlandShire.

In a letterdated7 October2005, theDepartmentofDefenceadvisedCouncil thatit was
concernedthat theinappropriatedevelopmentoffixture urbanlandadjacentto themilitary base,
couldaffectthelong termviability ofHolsworthy. TheDepartmentofDefencethenre4uested
Council to makechangesto theits draft local environmentalplanto ensurethat theDefenee’s
concurrenceis requiredso thatit is satisfiedwith anydevelopmentof land adjacentto
l4olsworthy. Specifically,theDepartmentofDefenceadvisedCouncil:

Inparticular, Defenceis concernedthat theownersofSiteA [landalongHeatheoteRoad,near
SandyPoint,mainlyownedby theState]arefully awarethatthefunctionsandresponsibilities
ofDefenceat Hotsworthywill havean impacton thenature,formand extentofany
developmenton their lands.Dueto its closeproximity.locatedadjacentto HoLvworthy~thesite
maybe impactedon byaircraft noisein addition to impulsenoiseand vibrationfromtraining
activities.As such,Defenceis reticentto supportanyfuturedevelopmentofAreaA unlessthe
followingchangesaremadeto theDLEP (draft Local EnvironmentalPlan2005).

This letteris contraryto adviceprovidedin theStandingCommitteesubmission,wherethe
Defencestatesthat ‘thesign(ficantAustralianNoiseExposureForecast(ANEF)20coptour
generatedbyBlackHawkoperationsis containedwithin theconfinesoftheHolsworthyrange
boundaryfor routinetraining operations’.

It is evidentthat thenoiseandvibration impactsfrom therelocationofthesquadronto
Holsworthymaybemorethanthatindicatedin theDefencereport to theStandingCommittee.
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SutherlandShireCouncilmustrepresenttheinterestsof its residents.On thebasisofthe
informationcurrentlyavailableto Council it appearsthattherelocationofthe 17i~’ Aviation
Squadronto theHolsworthyBarrackswill potentiallyhaveasignificantimpacton theexisting
level ofresidentialamenityenjoyedby residentsofSandyPointMenai,HardenRidge,
EngadineandIIeathcote.Therehasbeenno consultationheldwith theresidentsoftheseurban
areasandthereis inadequateinformationto allow theimpactofnoiseandvibrationto be
measured.If suchimpactsareaboverecognisedtolerancestandards,Council seeks
confln7nationthattherewill bea Federallyfundednoiseameliorationprogramto reducethe
burdenon residents.

The Holsworthybaseprowdesavital wildlife link betweentheNationalParksin the southof
Sydneyandbushlandreservesin SutherlandShire. BusHandin theSutherlandShireis known
to be importanthabitatfor threatenedandendangeredspecies.Council is concernedaboutthe
impactofthesquadrononavianfauna(birds, owls, bats,etc} Without anyimpactassessment
Council cannotbe assuredthattheproposalwill nothavean adverseimpacton these
communities.

Council requeststheDepartmentofDefenceto &Mse SutherlandShire Council oftheextent
ofnoiseandvibrationimpactswhichwill begeneratedfrom therelocationofthesquadronto
Ho]swothy. In particular,it seeksconfirmationofwhatimpactthis riskwill haveon the
developmentofanyland in thevicinity ofHolsworthy. The establishedurbanareasofSandy
Point,Menai,BardenRidge, EngadineandHeathcoteareall potentiallyexposedto amenity
impactsasaresultoftherelocationof thesquadronto Holsworthy. Council particularly
requiresanyAustralianNoiseExposureForecastcontourmapsthatapplyto any affected
in theShire. The seriousandsubstantialimpactofsuchactivitieson land useplanningin
areamakeit imperativethatthisinformationis confirmedassoonaspossible.

If yourequirefiatherinformationpleasecontactMark Canon,ManagerEnvironmental
PlanningUnit on 97100523.

Yourssincerely

CouncillorKevin Schreiber
Mayor
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