
 

1 
Introduction 

Objective 
1.1 The main objective of the Committee’s visit to Christmas Island was to 

inspect public works on the island that have been approved in the recent 
past or are to be referred to the Committee in the near future, and to 
receive updates and briefings about particular projects with a view to 
reporting back to Parliament. 

1.2 The Committee has noted the increase in population on Christmas Island, 
particularly irregular maritime arrivals and the Commonwealth agency 
staff dealing with those arrivals, and sought reassurance that public 
infrastructure development and investment is keeping pace with need. 

Program 
1.3 The Committee visited Christmas Island from 7-10 June 2011. The 

Committee spent a full day with officials from the Department of Regional 
Australia, Regional Development and Local Government (DRARDLG), 
and inspected various sites for the Christmas Island New Housing 
Program, the wastewater treatment plant, the power station and the 
Australian Federal Police headquarters. The Committee was informed 
about key planning and design initiatives under consideration. 

1.4 The Committee also had a full day with the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship, and inspected the facilities at three immigration 
detention centres. 
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Report format 
1.5 Chapter 2 of this report examines particular issues that the Committee felt 

need to be addressed, with some issues requiring immediate attention. 
Appendix A provides an overview of the Committee’s briefing and 
inspections program. 
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