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Terms of reference

Terms of reference of the committee

To inquire into and report on the practices and procedures of the House
generally with a view to making recommendations for their improvement
or change and for the development of new procedures.

Terms of reference of the inquiry

To oversee the operation of sessional order 344 and report on the effects of
any changes.
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Recommendation

The committee recommends that sessional order 344 should be made

a standing order replacing former standing order 344.

The committee further recommends that the new standing order should be
interpreted and applied in a manner consistent with the presumption that
proceedings of committees should be by agreement. The next edition of
House of Representatives Practice should make this clear.

Text of former standing order 344:

344 When a committee or subcommittee is examining a witness,
or engaged in other proceedings for the purpose of gathering
information, visitors may be admitted. They shall withdraw if
requested by the chair or if any member of the committee or
subcommittee asks the chair to request their withdrawal. All
visitors must withdraw when the committee or subcommittee is
deliberating or taking evidence in camera.

Text of sessional order 344:

344 When a committee or subcommittee is examining a witness,
or engaged in other proceedings for the purpose of gathering
information, visitors may be admitted. They shall withdraw if
requested by the chair or if the committee or subcommittee
resolves for their withdrawal. All visitors must withdraw when
the committee or subcommittee is deliberating or taking evidence
in camera.






