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Australia's Waters.
The ‘common good’ asks us to see the intrinsic inter :
and our environment. This principle asks that we see the ecology, welfare of all humans,

and the welfare of our economy, as all being equal s1ak®olders*“i.n the water policy and

planning environment. .
Our primary role is to assist in organising community parﬁcipd’rlon in the public policy
process, and increase community information about contemporary policy issues and

debate. Our members are encouraged to take an active in this community role.

1 Ministry Network Ltd
ACN 093 895
{ PARRAMATTA NSW J_.".'}
90 3965, Email: polminetpg.co




Following a review of the Terms of Reference for the Inquiry, PolMin wishes to provide the
Committee of Inquiry with the following broad comments for consideration in support of
the goal of improving Inquiry on into future water supplies for Australia's rural industries and
communities.

These comments relate to the overall planning framework related to water management

industry specific water

for the rural environment in Australia, rather than techno-o

management policy issue er in saying this, we uraging our members to

Yours Sincerely,

Yectoria Rearney

Victoria Kearney

National Australia’s Waters Coordinator
Australian Political Ministry Network

On behalf of the Board of Directors of PolMin
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ture water lies for Australia’s rural indu nd commu

Committee of Inquiry

General comments:

As a general principle, Pol ee it necessary t d protect both our

social and natural resource
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In order for environment and employment policy reform to achieve policy outcomes
which protect the common good, PolMin recommends, three global planning principles to

be adopted by the Federal government. These are:

Policy and pl in tion (of gov nt, business munity) urgently

3. Infersecforﬁ"ocﬁon and partnerships no Ionger be ad hoc, bU’r integral to the

fmci%gement in these =@mmunmes
I community still needs

forward plonrﬁ@ processes and isst
Participation whf% is inclusive a

improvement.

4, Change is required in osophical basis of ourplanning approach to achieve
sustainable development, It requires a turning upside down of our traditional

olios but can easily be

models of strategic planning for management

demonstrated in relation to rural water. %;% ]
5. A new philosophical viewpoint is required in forward p!a:mlng It is now essential to

redefinition of key planning terms such as healthy rural and regional communities,

food and trade, and environment and economic social and sustainability.

This is about structural organisational change, but not in a reductionism or “policy

add on kind” of way but about adopting a different set of ethical principles under

which we operate together as community in Australia.
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Our current compartmentalisation of strategic planning within structures is acting as
barrier to achieving real community participation and real outcomes for
sustainable industry, employment and training sector, water management and
rural regional development outcomes. A new injection of creativity needs to be
engendered in government planning models. Our resistance to implementing

also blocking our reform progress.

nectiveness of 1I'§%vhole

social, econo sé and

There is a need for w s development i unity empowerment and
participation processes, and integrative planning skills development. The Health

ps in communities,

Promotion field provides valuable models in w: orkin

working with other disciplines, and program aﬁ&.;?rctegic anning across sectors.

Social investment strategies are urgently needs to s rt community adjustment

and to support structural reform of water and employfhent in rural regions e.g.

access and licensing, land clearing. etc. This is not about compensation for change
this is about investment in new industries and support for changing patterns of work

in communities and our agricultural industries.
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Small maginalised regional families are presently being forced to withdraw from our
agricultural industry which is having a significant social economic capital impacting
on regional communities. Families are at risk which have not yet before experience
social and economic risk to this extent (This information is based on situational
analysis and consultation conducted by PolMin recently in the Naomi Valley in

Regional NSW]).

All sectors, not just p

impact on those most marginalised in our society. AE;:ess and equity issues need to
be accepted and addressed as part of our overall pimyumework for rural
water use and management and as it relates fo |he qual - of life in our rural and

regional communities.

B. Cross-Discipline planning and cross porifolio implementation is essential.

For example: At a Federal level, Departments such as Heritage and Environment, the
Murray Darling Commission need to have greater interaction with Rural and Regional
departments, and Health and Housing and Trade and Primary Industries, around water
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management. Economic and financial planning departments also need to become more
integrated in their decision making in relation to water, and their policy impact on those

economically disadvantaged in the system.

22 Cross border management: Many rural water and associated industry

infrastructures and planning issues are currently hampered.by the fact that the adjoining

contravene the efforts of

: r_:;ﬁpplies for Australia’s
ce. As such we need

Biodiversity and Conse
of policy across both sta
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D.

Specific Comments relating to the Terms of Reference for this Inquiry:

« CASE Material:

(Please Note: These comments have been developed from recent community
participation and consultation activities in the Namoi Valley and Port Macquarie
areas of NSW, liaison with farmers attending recent NSW Farmers Association
Conference July 2002, discussions with Upper House Reps in the NSW
Parliament, and discussions with Government bureaucrats in various NSW water
related departments, in particular DLWC.)

Work has been carried out in the Gunnedah/ Tamworth region talking to
approximately 30 or 40 people in the community about the impact of the
COAG Agreement and the changes to water licensing legislation.

It is clear that this is needed for the rivers and quality of groundwater. However,
there are serious adjustment implications both socially and economically for the
communities. Particularly in Gunnedah, where there is a greater dependence
on the agricultural industry. This draws the attention to the PolMin's cross border
management issue- between Tamworth City Council, and the Shires of Parry
and Gunnedah.

Groups that PolMin has been talking to include members of local Councils
(Mayors and General Managers), representatives from cotton industry, small
mixed farmers and their families, dairy farmers, members of the Rotary and
Rugby clubs, local artists and poets, government agents from the Department of
Water and Land Conservation both at a regional and local level, members of
Landcare, and executive from the Mining industry and electorate based
parliamentary advisors.

PolMin believes that its grassroots bi-partisan approach is a participatory
and is able to encourage comment more readily. As an organisation we are
seen as having no particular sectional or party political barrow to push.
The community responds well to this and therefore is able to provide input
into the inquiry from an open and empowering perspective. It is hoped that
PolMin will be able to show portability of this approach to public policy
reform in other areas across Australia in coming months.
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From this participation and consultative process the following comments are provided

to the Inquiry:

12

There are equity issues impacting on small farming families and their ability to
compete and cover water resource costs in the market place on an even footing
with corporate farming organisations such as Prudential and AMP. Issue of concern

include trade prices eal prices for farming pr: ts. Policy review of the

Australian Wheat Bg i i issue of concern.

%&
and regional communities. Dialogue is needed téggreok down the negativity. It is

about Australia not about urban greens not respecﬁggfpnmory producers. This
cultural and political hot spot is detrimental to Aus'rrc:?%é s progression as a whole.

An analogy being used by effectively PolMin is the city is the “house’, the
agricultural lands' are the food gardens... and the outback is the shed down the
back’ All are valuable places in making a home and both urban dwellers and rural

dwellers understand this simple analogy in bringing understanding to the debate.
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6.

Without Constitutional reform, national policy leadership is required. The
Commonwealth needs to consider utilising the Biodiversity Act as an umbrella
piece of legislation to ensure effective implementation of the COAG agreement
across State border. The COAG agreement needs review to broaden its potential

to include social as well as environmental and economic impacts of water

management. It also needs to encompass other palicy areas such as vegetation

responsible for up to 60% of small farming families g way from farming. This is

creating fremendous cul'rurl and social degradation impacting negatively on the

social capital of communities.
F

. More innovation needs to be encouraged in 1he &se of thg“lundscape The

landscape has been limited in relation to forestry G&lc ure mining and meat
dding to the use of the

related industry e.g. abattoirs. There needs to be val
landscape and rural industry. Tourism is one approach, but there needs fo be time
given to government agents to investigate more creative and diverse ways for the
landscape to be used in rural settings. Examples such as conservation industry were
cited. Several members of the community cited many examples of generating

wealth, native oils, foods alternative based on commodity research of world

10




markets, indigenous and other cultural activities .e.g. sustainable living, ancient
ultures and country lifestyles. The Bordeaux region of France was cited as an
example. It is an agricultural region but it is also an important cultural destination,
carbon trading, alternate energy generation, stewardship payment schemes, and
Greenhouse options, renewable and medicinal research. Current government

fundmg into rural mdusmes does not fund this mnovoi;on research into rural

w% orgc:m

an farmers rather t n having to

required. Current research focuses on current industries not on innovation and risk-
taking in the market place. Leadership is required. More diversified industry is
required and incentive funding is needed urgently. Development of new and

marketable commodity crops not glamour crops is necessary.

19. Establishment of an investment fund national for future food production is needed.
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20. Seed funding for joint partnership is required for investment in sustainable
communities. This funding needs to be cross portfolio, including Primary Industries
and Environment and heritage and Rural and Regional development. Working with
local communities is essential

21. Urban communities need to pay tagged environment al levies to maintain industries

d costs or GST on food ooted. However it needs to

and landscape. High

22. Incentives for
need to be d

inappropriate and confl ilding development, rather than creating regional

hormony its creates competiﬁon instead of coo peace building

27. An improved mechanism of catchment manage&ni ls é‘lll required. Cross porifolio

28. Politically, the community believe that the rise of One Nation and Independents in
the bush is clearly an angry and disempowered response to the National Party not
protecting the best interest s of the regions over the last 20 years. PolMin members
will be conducting lobbying activity during the lead up to the NSW election in 2003

on this issue.
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n concl PolMin would ask that ral w licy ref to;

a. Develop water policy and action plans which are to occur both at @ community

and National level

harter' as a document of

guiding ethical principle Il government de and agencies involved in

b. Encourage the Commaonwealth to adopt ‘The Eart
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