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Dear Mr Dundas,

INQUIRY INTO FUTURE WATER SUPPLIES FOR AUSTRALIA’S RURAL INDUSTRIES AND
COMMUNITIES

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above inquiry on behalf of Wimmera
Mallee Water (WMW).

WMW is a rural water authority based in north-west Victoria servicing approximately
25% of the State. Its services and responsibilities are shown in Attachment 1.

The authority is unusual in that its prime services are stock and domestic supplies to 12%
of Victoria and irrigation is only a minor part of its business. It is believed to be
Australia’s leading authority in terms of water efficiency improvement programs and
returning water to the environment.

WMW supports the submissions made by the Association of Rural Water Authorities
(ARWA) and the Victorian Water Industries Association (VicWater). Rather than repeat
the views in those submissions, comments will be made in relation to three specific areas
where Federal involvement is seen appropriate; ie:-

¢  Water saving programs.
+  Water related social equity issues.
¢  Climate/weather research.

The Northern Mallee Pipeline Project (NMPP) is a major water saving project whereby
WMW has replaced open channels across 650,000 hectares (ha) of the Northern Mallee,
which has resulted in water savings of 50,000 megalitres per year (ML/yr), of which
35,000 ML/yr has been made available as environmental flows for the Wimmera and
Glenelg Rivers. See Attachments 2 and 3.

This $50 million program started in 1992 was completed very recently, on budget and on
time. It has been strongly supported by the Federal Government with 37% of the total
funding; (37% also came from the State and 25% from the local community).

The contribution from Governments was essentially for environmental flow water plus a
contribution to improve the unsatisfactory security of supply for the total water system.
The total resultant project benefits are much more extensive, such as:-

¢ Environmental improvements — improved streamflows, reduced salinity, less
pest plants and animals, improved aquatic environments.
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¢  On-farm benefits — increased production, better drought protection, more usable land, and
diversification opportunities.
Social benefits — improved security, better water quality, and more equitable services.
Regional economic benefits — water for new businesses, increased tourism.

NMPP illustrates the fundamental regional community benefits, which can be achieved by Federal
partnerships with State Governments and local communities on basic water infrastructure. It also
demonstrates that certainly in arid regions, water infrastructure is as essential as transport infrastructure
and provides development, social and environmental benefits to very substantial areas.

The Wimmera-Mallee community has decided to build on the proven outcomes of NMPP and
developed a competent strategy to pipe the remainder of the open channel system on virtually a 50/50
partnership between the community and government. This Wimmera Mallee piping proposal is
described in Attachment 4 and would result in only 15% of the water being released to the fully piped
system compared to the releases to the open channel system in 1990. The benefits to the environment
are huge, equivalent to a line of Olympic swimming pools from Melbourne to Darwin being available
each year for the environment.

There is also no doubt that the Wimmera Mallee Pipeline Project would be a national icon project to
encourage similar major improvements elsewhere in Australia.

On the matter of weather and climate research, there appears to be very compelling reasons to upgrade
Australia’s expertise and research knowledge. In a largely arid country, there is potential for very major

economic benefits from a weather/climate industry which is at the forefront of world’s best practice.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment.

Yours sincerely,

/.

¢

JOHN D KONINGS
General Manager
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ATTACHMENT 1

Our Mission

Wimmera Mallee Water will continue to be a successful business and aims to be the leader in
delivery of cost effective rural water services, which meet customer and community needs.

About Wimmera Mallee Water

Wimmera Mallee Water is a government-owned specialist rural water authority which, under the
direction set by an eight-member skills based board. has the following roles:

® Filling up to 21,400 farm dams annually from an extensive open channel system.

* Management of an expanding piped supply network to northern Mallee farms and towns.
* Provision of bulk supply to 50 towns and industry.

* Management of twelve major headworks storages.

* Provision of irrigation water to 260 customers.

* Provision of recreational, environmental and compensation flows.

* Participation in natural resource planning.

* Management of stream diversions and groundwater resources.

In filling these roles, some 170,000 megalitres of water is released annually to customers, bulk
water is supplied to three urban authorities and for environmental flows in two river systems,
the Wimmera and Glenelg. These significant and diverse activities utilise some 120 staff, with a
consequent boost to regional employment opportunities,

Wimmera Mallee Water regards its customers and customer service as paramount to its
operations. It also believes that effective organisational decision making requires quality
customer input. The extensive consultative committee structure advises on rural water services
and plays an important role in providing customer views to policy development and business
directions of the authority.

Wimmera Mallee Water is very grateful for their diligence and commitment.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

ATTACHMENT 3

WIMMERA MALLEE WATER
SUPPLY SYSTEM

VICTORIA
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ATTACHMENT 4

Wlmm a Mallee Water sees the pfpmg pro;ect as a v&ta! enwronmental rmprovement initiative

and an econ catalyst to encourage high value busmess ventures such as mmeral sands
o mmmgfand 'proces ing 'dustnes to develop in the reg!on e




