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Rurai and regwnal mdustnes tounsm and one’s everyday hfe depend on Water

With industries movmg to. ncher soﬂs for greater yzelds there is more demand on our
water supply Water needed for these crops Wlll become more expenswe

Cazms Post 24 3 99 Hon Bob Katter MP

Kennedy, _ . | |
only countxy on carth wﬁh 90:per cent of its water allowed to run ummpeded to the :

558

“The Gulf Country has two, arguably three times more arable land than the -Murray-
Darling system has.-It has six times more water; it. has a more reliable water supply
and it has brzllzant sunshme for nine months of the year ” Hansard 19. 3. 02 Hon Bob
KatterMP R : . ,

In the wet season months ex_cess___water from _the waterlogged coastal areas of the
the parched plams that expe;:zence

'- aiiow more 'xrmmgraﬁoﬁ S
: hydm elecmc generatmg capacxty

Many- progects ldeaHy suited for '.-country-f areas"i.suﬂ‘ermg 1
: nﬁ‘astructure (Revzsed Bmdf eld

cannot - get off the greund bec
Scheme) S




Bradfield Seheme

Purpose - the ﬁlhng of the dry bed of Lake Eyre in the north east of South Australia in
the hope that evaporation from the water. surface. would increase rainfall in the
vicinity and the diversion of Queensiand’s coastal rivers to feed the water courses of

the inland system

The Lake Eyre Basin has a total catchment of approxunately 1.17 ‘million square
kilometres, with an average ennuaI ramfail of no more than 230 mxihmetres

On the other hand the trepmal north eastern seeuon of Queensland is a land of many

rivers drammg an area of 970, OGO square kﬂometres w1th an average rainfall of 790
millimetres. It contains some of the h1ghest rainfall ‘areas in Australia (Tully to the
south and Babmda to- the north of my electorate ofﬁce in Inmsfali North

Queensiand) _ e
The Bradfield Study Consortxum Report (B S CR. ) provcd {)r Bradfield was rzght .....
it is possxble to brmg watet to the and heart of Australla The proposals are:-

® dammmg of the Tully Rlver (near where the Koombooloomba Hydro
Dam now stands);’
e - diverting the Tully River (above ’[hlS dam) into the Herbert River;
o damming the’ Herbeﬁ River at the Kooragwyn Dam sxte (two mlles
" upstream from Junctmn w1th Cameron Creek) -
o diverting the Herbert River (above the' Fails) into the Burdekin vaer
e -damming the Burdekm and. dzvertmg it into the Flinders; and diverting
the Flinders by way of a small channel into the Thompson, from where
it 'would fill up Lake’ Eyre, thus increasing the . moisture content of
Australia’s dry interior rain would thereby prec;pxtate ‘and the desert it
| was hoped would bloom - _

“The United States had this magmf cent ser:es of projects whzch delivered water to
the farm gate throughout the Tennessee Valley Authority areas. These projects
produced a huge amount of- hydro»eleetrzczty ‘and controlled the enormous flood
damage that had occurred regularly. throughout that area. In-addition, the United
States government built ‘the: bzggest dam in the: world, the Hoover: Dam on- the
Colorado River, and planted some 2,000 Square miles of trees to revztalzse the mid-
western plains area, which had been damaged by land degmdatzon in early United
States history. All of those wonderﬁzl things done durmg the Depresszon in the United
States.” Hansard 29 9. 93 Hon Bob Katter MP _ _

The Snowy Mountams Scheme enables us. to drought—proof one-tenth “maybe as
mich as one-fifth - of the entire arable area of our nation, so that part of the continent
which is not desert can be used productzvely Itisa dzsgrace to each and every
Australzan that almost one f ﬁh of the surface area of Queensland thzs rich black
soil varying in depth ﬁom 18 to 35 inches over this vast area of land - is presently
. pmducmg vzrtually notkmg of value £ Hansard 29 9 93 Hon Bob Katter MP P




“Hell’s Gates in the Burdekm szer has a full supply level of 1,279 feet whereas the
water is delivered orto the western plains below Hughenden at 1,079 feet. Tizat is
sufficient head to g:ve aflow: af water from ‘one pomt to; rhe other, over 500 or 600
kzlometres of canal Hansard 29. 9 93 Hon Bob Katter MP : :

Hell’s Gate Dam Irngatmn Pro;ect February 1998 e

The Burdekm Rlver catchment covers one ﬁfth Qf t__he surface of Queensland anci

| céinprxsmg .QOA) of Queenslan
water run-off - 126 million mega litres of" the 440 ‘million rnega '11tres total flow

nationally through all systems and most of Austraha $ prime soil.

The preposed Heli’ Gates }I)am and zmgatmn deveiopment is west of the
demographzc centre of the: h;gh gmwth region :

West of the coastal ranges isa Vast iandmass of the Austrailan contment that is bemg
stripped of its populatlon e T -

Hell’s Gates W1H open up new areas wh}ch W}ii be less costly to 1rr1gate

Extra water supply o Townsvﬂie»Thurmgowa, Whlch wﬁl be needed by the year
2015. Hell’s Gates Dam could delzver Water to Townsvﬂ!e through hydre eiectncuy

generators

Because of its remoteness ﬁ:om coastal cond;.tlons and 1ts hlgh eievatzon crops can be
grown m th;s area that cannot be grown on the coastal beit .

o Dams have eeen b,_ ]
to create new farms, therefore this progect will repos
into new areas and renew agam ‘the development and populate the vast. Australian
wasteland, the 84% of this. contmental 1and rnass that is at present effectwely

umnhabated a:nd unused It Wlli- SR

® mcrease Australxa § natzonai mcome

L3 '_'--create employment opportumtaes i
" e ‘promote hotticulture expansion ;
.._

produce with shert shelf life (mest frmt and vegetables) w1i1 be abie to
‘access the Asian market without h1gh air freight costs - -
rescue commumties Who are expenencmg economlc and soc1al dechne
credte inland towns . - : : R
8 .prowde water to n"'rmally dreught strzcken areas

n the Australian populatxon o



Nullmga I)am '_

For some years now there has been a. push for the eonstructlon of the Nullinga Dam
on the Walsh River, in fact in the last term of the Borbzdge Coalition Queensiand
Government, this dam was a re-eleenon promlse Smce Labor was elected to power in

Queensland thlS has not eventuated

The Queensland Natural Resources and Mines Mmster Stephen Robertson, has -
recently stated that water users.in the- Mareebaannbulah water supply. scheme have
never used more than apprommately 60% of thelr ex1stmg a}ioeatlon from the Tinaroo

Falls Dam.-

I am adv1sed that IOO% has been aHocated and 1f the growers don { want to use it for
-insurance purposes of becatise’ there has: beena downtum in mdustrxes, the allocation
is still taken up and. kept by the farmer for a rainy day This eoupied with further
depleting the Tinaroo Falls Dam ‘when the area has not had 4 decent wet season does .

appeartobea Sen51b1e decxszon

With the expansion of Cairns City, it is antxmpated that this’ mty will eventually run
short of water and want to- draw their supplies from: the Tinaroo Falls Dam. The
Tinaroo Falls Dam Would not have the eapamty to supply Ca;ms City as.well.

With the Sugar Industry now present on. the Atherton Tablelands 1rr1gatmg this crop
has placed a further demand on our Water and aithough m a depressed state now, we -
have to prepare for the future PR T .

Fmanczal Revzew May 2002 Hon Bob Katter MP

Most of Austrahan s rain fa.lls Where there are no. mountains at all — in North
Queensland”  Gulf eountry = eaused by the " water laden NW._. monsoons and -
unimpeded by mountains, eolhchng with the smnlarly water laden SE Trades. Whilst
water tables in the Murray i)arlmg are abont }00 ft deep, westem Queensland’s are

" around 1500 feet. -

The Murray Darhng produces 41% of Australxa s agncultural productzon (nearly 50%
of our agricultural proéuctlon is consumed in Australia). It therefore supports a
population of almost 20 mﬂhon Wlth only a dzmmutzve 22 mllhon mgltrs of annual

rainfall run off...

NQ’S Gulf Country and perlphery has a ramfali run off ef over 126 mﬁhon mgitrs
- enough water every yea.f to cover an area the szze of Vxetona toa depth of 2 ft.

Northern Austraha has ramfall for only 3 months - ‘the wet At the ‘end of the 9-.
month dry: the land -bereft. of any. ‘grass -cover becomes in the ﬁrst monsoonal
downpour — mvanably dnven hy a cyelomc mﬂuenee Za mlasma of r:ppmg ‘and

tearing torrents of erosion.

L OEN




“The Great BQo_mérqng_ " by Ion LIdrzess 5'¢i:i_"caz I 941 S

The Dead Heart It exists, but it is not the heart, not in the centre of Australia where.
it is vaguely supposed to be. This disputed country lies a little to the south-east of the

Whether or no, as the mileposts of the years went by a mad scheme slowly developed
in me to bring this' Dead Heart to life again, to lay the Ghost and make this land
blossom always, not once in every ten or fifteen years; not only the Dead Heart itself
but those great areas of arid lands surrounding it. For to the north-east, east and south
of the Heart particularly are lands crying only for water to-support millions of men. . -

Inland B
In the far W‘esf they 'dig_ deep into iﬁé-eéﬁﬁffdr.wat_ar;_ ' :-
ot _ B _

But in the east it flows away i'_nto"the sea.

North West Star 13.11.00

There is merit in some of the plans to turn back North Queensland rivers to feed

inland areas, an environmental scientist has 'said.’ Dingle Smith, a visiting fellow to

the Australian National University’s centre for resource and environmental. studies,

 said the nation’s water résources were poorly spread. Dr Smith said Australia was in
an unusual position because there were many dry areas but the country’s North, -
especially in Queensland, had an excess of rain. Finding a way to move that water to
more productive uses, subject to environmental and political concerns, was a step that
had to be considered.  There is a feeling that all this water is going to waste. There is

" plénty of scope (to move water) and there aren’t that many countries in the world who
have got this enormous slab of water up here that isn’t really used. I guess there is -
scope with it, in terms of moving water inland.” o SRR

North West Star 5.8.02 - Mayor Keith Douglas

“Council has been actively involved in trying to find an answer to major problems o
 the growth and development of Cloncurryhavmgan adequate water supply for the .

present and future.”
“The majéfitj_} of the town water suppiy is intended o .fc'o_'n.zé from Chinaman Creek
Dam but the yield is insufficient to provide supply for 12 months of the year.”

“With the lack of rain, the téWn--_is c.z'_trréh__'tly:'?elfﬁﬁt_ qn' h_a'rifestz_‘n:g bf wqtef stored in
the sand of the Cloncurry River which has siruggled in latter years due to a mimber of




o lack of capaczty o meet' the ncreased comm ":'mly demand _
° _reducmg capaczty due’ z‘o rhe deterzorarzon of zhe rzver well system fin ..
. excessof 30 years)and. '
e muajor damage to the rzver well system followmg the 1997 ﬂood and
“‘not repazred oF replaced ' _

4 'd' Sprmk - bans have been enforced 50 that the Councﬂ do not

Water restrzctlons a _
have to resort t ' usmg bore their reticuianon system S

| Program (SCAP) to upgrade the Kynuna reticu
problem. Provided thzs fundmg is obtamed then thls prxority need for Kynuna should
be addressed. ' : SRS _ _

Water stofage was raised as an iSsue for'MCK-iniay tOwﬁship;"--:

Enwronment - Wzth local shxres supportmg wetlands, ground water s essenﬁai to
support Weﬂands whfsre birds: breed Utlhsatmn ()f sugar mﬂi water Waste has been

- v, the scie lake and weﬂands are
.shaped and. ftmc' _is now. acceptt - part of 'dge needed ‘0
sustainably manage Australia’s water res Wate.

your cons:deratlon by The Honourable Bob atter Feu _aI Mémber for Kennedy

29 August2002
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