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' "Submassno o lnquu’v into future water sgp_phes for Australia’s rural industries
and commumttes

The Outback Areas Commumty Development Trust wh:ch isa statutory authority

~ established in South Australia to. assist remote communities in the 80% of this State
that is unmoorporated is- appreczat;ve of ‘the opportun;ty of makmg a submlss:on to

- this inguiry. _ R _ . S

While we understand that the SA State Govemment W|IE be makmg Its own generai :
~‘'submisgsion, it is-an indication of the lmportance of the issue of potable domestic -
- water supplies: to the remote: commumt;es of South Australias arid outback, thatthe - -

Trust resolved: unanzmousiy to-make its own submsssson We wouid -also wush to o

attend one of the publzc hearmgs iater thls year ERRSRS ERTE '

' _The Terms of Reference appear to be adequate on the assumpt;on that an
~ examination of future programs’ will ‘also recogmse the ﬂeed for, and cost of, the " -
_ eqmtab!e prov:s;on of- water to remote communities; and the contznumg likelihood that. .
these costs will be consuderably greater than thcse tncurreci m the more urbamsed
coastai areas ' _ : . . R

We no’ze the mtentsen of iookmg-_at the'- adequacy*of scsent;ﬂc research in the contextf L
“of climate variability,. While it is understood ‘this relates principally to climate -~~~

change, we believe that many of the communities that we assist have, for years,

been adapting to extreme climate variability and to the effect this has on their

domestic water supp ies.  These communities are situated in areas where concepts

of average rainfall.-are almost meanngess and extended per:ods of years of mm;mai [

prec:pltatlon are ;nterspersed w:th eplsodic ramfa[l events and ﬂoodmg

Leaving as;de the commumt:es at Roxby Downs and Coober Pedy whlch are under R
local government and have ‘council suppiled water - systems the commun:tles the
Trust deals with vary in'size from 600 people (Andamooka) downward to a handful or .
_a mere skeletori population: : These: communities reside in areas" characterised by~
- ‘average’ unreliable rasnfalis of 250 mm or iess and evaporataon rates of the Ol'dEi‘ of
metres per year 2 _ . _ : _

Commemty members are prudent and adapt:ve with. the:r water usage and have of
necessﬁy been responswe to demand__manegement programs and suggestlons
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- investigations. .~ and

In contrast to other parts of South Australia where water consumption has been
shown to relate to economic status, the consumptlon of remote communities has
aiways been related to resource capab;lity ' :

The domestic water issues that face these commumttes relate to both quantity and
quality with the latter bemg common throughout the outback

Towns like Marree and Oodnadatta sst on top of the Great Artesran Basin while
Innamincka, limited by the aqurfer depths toward the centre of the GAB denves its

aqu;fers .|n the Central and North Flinders Ranges B

Elsewhere the communities rely on surface catchment or small, shallow local
aquifers, most of which contain high levels of minerals and many of which are highly
saline. While catchment from roof and groend surface runoffs during episodic rain is
usually optimised, the underground supptles are relied on for all but drinking water.

It is in these areas that the Trust is trying to assist commun:ttes with innovative
solutions and it is in search of relatzvety mexpenswe sotutlons that we believe
considerable further reseerch effort is needed ST -

The Trust would Eike to be able to po;nt communrty progress associations, or district
planning groups towards reasonable’ inexpensive. solutions which address water
quality and quantity and which could involve: desalmatson ‘water purification, aquifer .
recharge, transpzration m;tlgatzon waste water recovery and reuse systems

The Trust is very aware of the need for solutfons whzch take lnto account the total
water cycle, particularly where quanttty of water rs the issue.

Programs are neecied that prov;de tangsb[e encouragement and resources for further

“systems. The end producte _
single households and small communftres in the arid areas. This should have a very
high priority.

Yours sincerely

Bill Mcintosh
Chairman
OACDT_=

~water supply. and treatment .-
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