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These are my comments 9 the Temz.r cf Rg"mmg 1ssued in your undated documeﬂt ‘that has:a Faxserver
date of 3 July 2002 I'do not intend to tewrite the terms and refer to t.hem thdividaally. I have listed things
that I think that the committee should Iook at parttculariy atid fit. them mto the terms 43 it sees fit.

1. Youneed to change the Natxcnal Compeutlon Pohcy You need to:do-that because it does not ensure
that scarce resources are husbanded durmg plenty and rationed during time of scarcsty The NCP is sa
bean«counters dew:e that does aot reeogmse the basu:s ofa rumi economy ST

o Tn this arca Suiwater coitinues to seli water, at normal rates anci quantit:es, through a petiod of
drought. It is: driven by the need to make its annual profit not by a need to ensure that the
: commumty has some water to be ranoned untl] the catchment is; replemshed D

i has a proble:n but, nomally, not i ch before the sxtuaﬂon is exhausted 3

2. There is a severe vot:ng 1mbalance between the ruml and the urban sectors. There is no incentive for
- “ipoliticians-to take any notice of the ‘needs of the rural’ _sectot because they cantiot,. ﬁzemselves, elect
: representzuves to the Locai State and Federal bodzes £ oo

There dfe some d:retﬁy elected by rural people ot mral people, however éven thevn the urban :
' peoples évervxrhelm the rural t‘epresentatwes S A S

3. Longterm planners for water usage———rural consmnersm-have dafﬁculty in adaptmg qulckiy to changes
_ zn govemment po?xcies for the creatton or use of water resources o ‘

¢ Many rural watef users arc Iookmg at 'resoutce avmlablhty 10 to 20 years ahead. Any surety of
supply less than that perxod is auseless proposztuon G ‘ .

'o. Ay aitemnon of laws, by government,' that s debated ovet 4 per:od of months ‘and then
28-days notice is an extremn ft-term plan for those mrai users ch Would be

comfottab € with 3ess thah 5 years nbtlt:e of change

. Rnral comfnunities ha;ve expenenced almost mstant mrnabouts by Mmtsters admsed by t‘henr city- “
dwelling’ pubhc serv*ams ' . : R _ _

4. . The increased numbers of Rural Remdenml dwellers in"some ruml areas’is of concern Eor rural
farmers. Theit ability t6 cutvote the rural lindowners in local body elections means that the priority
changes to the rural residential sector. This Ioss of rural pnonty isa dram on- the potential rural
production and on Austraiaas mm] fesources. : )

5. National Compeuncn Pohcy has no soctal unphcauons but a very large soc:al 1mpact

®  What patt of the NCP eequnres that resources are husbanded for future genemuons?

° Resources that aré treateci as mfrastrucmre should not he consumables

® 'If you bu:ld a darn how can you gam x retuen on. mvesimeni From the dam alone? You can only
gaint that refurn from the water résource made av-aﬂabie when the dam is Workmg, trappmg water.
Isa dam a tiysﬁmcﬁonal tesource ina drougbt? . . _ _

° Is it poss;bie that, in the case Of water dams, the NCP as mterpreted by many, is placmg_ the

“emphasis on the wrohg’ resource? ln other Words is- the ongmai mtention of the NCP'still valid?
If not; what is t() be doneP : R . .

6. ‘There are mstam:es, 5y Q’ueensland, where dams wete created to satisfy a rutal-consumers need but

" have lately been converted, lagely ot in considerable part, to tesidential consumpuon Some incentive

“is needed 1o thaintain the purpose of a watet storage Pacﬂ;ty once it is in place.: New requirements

- should:not be. satssﬂed from resoutces allocated elsew ere regardless of the. un:nediate avwlabﬁaty of .
i Such surpluses are,; normally, sh' . S B (R
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e Thete needs m bﬁ m mcenmve Eor every residance to have self caﬂtmncd water supphes

® Many of: the: old reascms fot hrmng centmiised tfeateduwater suppkes have g@ne 0T Were never
vahci .

o 'o Somc centrahsed water trcatment systems are’ kept opemﬁng because there s an
'empioyment xmpact

® Modern water trapping and storage techniques make urban household reservoirs pract:cak ]ust
look at the numbers of rutal resxdenﬂai dwellers’ umng those techmques g

e While there-wen't be' an qm{:k return' on'urban water stoi‘age the: rediction in the need for
stormwater dramage capacxty and othar watf:r smrage wﬂl makc for: savmgs eqmvaients

Pred;cuon of env;mnmental effects is xmportant Money fcr that seems to be Iackmg

& - Research into iong»term enwronmenmi e:ffects of Weather seems. o be oo costiy right now,
however, when the time comes’ 1t is easy ’m have 20 20 hmdmght _and'.;_raaiis;ﬁ Jthat. the money
shorddhavebeenspent. A L . . S

Thﬁrﬁ needs to he more’ baszc rese.a.t‘ch and app!ied resemh into' improvitig the use ef water in
agriculture, Theee are many techniques for better use of ‘watet, ‘but not any very cheap ones.

® Thete needs to be basic re«;earch mto water management and use. That will include storage
management to0. : :

¢  There needs to be apphed research mto mc’dmds of apphcztson of water that agriculiural
producﬂon can support SR e o : _

®  Theré needs to be apphed z’eseafch mto more pmdumve dry—lsmd cmps

& There needs to be some &xpendgmre of resources to do on-farm help, teachmg and
improvement.

There may need to be recogmtlon that small, often on- ~farm, storage lakes and wetlands have been
isolated from. their water sources by bad thanagement over many years. Those lakes and wetlands
wer replenished every flood and. they stored water that was only used i drought Ncwadays thcre is
no’:hmg that can, be cir:me,, Iegally, 10 capture ﬂoods to re:plemsh those reservoirs.
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e There needs to be recogmtlon that, in years past, many reservmrs were accessed by ﬂoodwatets

e Over the years the flood»channels have been biccked makmg the tesetvoirs useIess

*  Many Iandowners Would like to take ﬂoodwaters into those: reservoars but are preventeci by law
from doing that. : ‘s _

s There needs to be recogmt:on that some ﬂoodwaters need dwertmg, agam to recharge wetlands
‘and lakes that are no Ionger reached by the fioods. ) . .

o  What affect is the !ack of such- we!iands and Iakes havmg on the repiemshmmt of
subterranean aqu:&:s? o e

e  There may be a need to see that th;s management :s not abused by the unscrupu!ous :

10. There may be reasons that smal] dzms are more efﬁment than very large ones. Lack of research seems
- to be hampermg the acqumng of such knawiedge - B S .

11. There nceds to bc more research bas:c and apphcd, mt§ ﬁae reusc of Qatcr for mdustnal purposes
. Mote use needs to be made of recycled water Qsecondary mdustnal areas | ‘ |
. Inccnﬂves need to be provxded to transport recycled water to pnmary producers

12. There needs 10 be cioser coordmauon of State and Federai government inall aspects water ?;upphes
° Ram does ;mt respect gowmmmml boundanes. B | R |

Rlvets do siot respect govemmentai boundancs. :

e Underground water storage dees not respect goveﬂnnental boundanes.

13. There Seetis to be, in Austraha, ton lxttie public undetstzndmg of the nccd for better imsbandmg of
our water. Genierally utban people, the majority of ‘the voters, see little beyond the tap flowing water
out of their wall There needs 0 be a realistic. and’ ¢oncerted effort to. re-educate peopie oty the
scarcity of water. Such-education’ needs to start in primary. education facilities so that ih 30 years we
will have most peoplé undersmndmg the need for ‘consérvation, for efﬁcﬂmtz use anci for realistic

plannmg of water resources.




