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The Western Australian Farmers Fed_'ératib_n (Inc)

The Western Australian F_armers_;F_ede_ratibn (Inc) (WAFarmers) is WA's
largest and most inﬂuential mrai iobby and 's'ervi'ce.orga'nisation.

WAFarmers represents West Austrahan farmers from a range of primary
industries  including - ‘grain - growers, meat and  wool producers,
horticulturalists, dairy farmers and beekeepers WAFarmers has recently
expanded its. membersth base to mcorporate rura! small  business

owners.

It is estimated that coliectlvely our members are major contributors to the
$4.5 billion gross value of productnon that agriculture ln its various forms
contributes to Western Austraha S economy

Additionally, through dszermg forms of iand tenure, our members own,
control and capably manage many millions of hectares of the State’s
land mass and as such are responsible for malntainmg the productive
capacity and enwronmental wen be:ng of that Iand

TERMS OF 'REFERE.NCE .

1. The role of the Commanwealth in ensurmg adequate and
sustainable supply af water in rural and regtonal Austral:a

WAFarmers believes that the Commonwealth Government should
provide - leadership and enter into agreements with the States and
Territories to ensure that farmers across ail agricultural commodities
have access and ent;tiement to water- resources suﬂ" cgent to meet their
needs in operating a wable farmmg enterpnse -

Western Austraiia has the: iargest Iandmass of any Australian State or

Territory. As a result, the State also has a diverse range of climatic

conditions, seasonal variability and agricultura! regions. A “one size fits
all” approach to water policy and’ programs is not appropnate for WA.




Accordingly, WAFarmers belleves that the Commonwealth should take a
more co-operative  and ‘consultative - approach -with -the - WA - State
Government  to  ensure that Commonwealth polioles and programs
adequately address that State s needs | .

2. Commonwealth policies and progrems, in rural and regional
Australia that could underpin stability of storage and supply
of water for domestrc consumptron and other purposes

WAFarmers supports the Commonwealth programs the National Action
Plan for Salinity (NAP) and Natural Heritage Trust (NHT) that provide
funding to States and Terrltones for water related issues.

Of great concern, however is the potttlcssmg of the programs once
negotiation of the bilateral agreements commence and the subsequent
loss of substantial program funds wrth;n bureaucraczes in the form of

administrative costs.

Australian farmers are not mterested in polttlcal m;leage being made out
of enwronmental issues.: Farmers acknowledge that some past farming
practices- have had- detrimental ;mpacts ‘on the environment and are
taking steps to address these lssues Bureaucratlc b:ckermg and red
tape over- fundlng issues is an. ‘extreme ‘source of frustration and
adversely affects both. farmer and commumty enthus:asm for ongoing
environmental projects. - :

Farmers simply want to see targeted assrstance fundmg ‘hit the ground.”

WAFarmers is a critic of both Commonwealth and State Governments
over these issues, however, in relatlon to the NAP, supports the WA
State Government in its call for prior State Government expenditure on
salinity control to be recogmsed in assessmg the States financial
contribution towards the NAP o . .

Western Australia, parttcularly the South West ot the State, is readily
highlighted and criticised for: its status as ‘an “enwronmentai hotspot”.
However, successive Governments of both polsttcal persuasions have
and continue: to recelve__llttl_e _acknowledg_ement_ for their efforts in
expending State resources, far in excess of Eastern States expenditure,
on salinity control. This situation must change. |




The WA State Govemment has recently released a Draft State Water
Conservation Strategy and sought comment from: ‘WAFarmers. The
criticisms. highlighted herem wxl! also be rnccrporated into our submission
to the State Govemment : S .

3. The effect of Commonwealth policies and programs on
current and future water use m rural Austral:a

WAFarmers in. recogmsmg the Importance of the Murray-Dariing
scheme to the Eastern States; believes that water issues in other States
and Territories, partlcularly WA, are not glven ‘adequate priority and that
Commonwealth - policies ‘and  programs are- developed with minimal
consideration of cwcumstances outsnde of the Murray—Darimg catchment.

Earlier comments regardmg the pohtlmssng of NAP and NHT fanclmg can
be reiterated in relation to thls term of reference -

4. Commonwealth pohctes and programs that could address and
balance the competmg demands on water resources |

Agriculture needs to. have an assured supply of water fo maintain both
production and VIablllty Farmers: should not have to be concerned with
rural water supplies” be;ng restncted or wuthdrawn to- supplement

metropolitan suppiies

WAFarmers believes that the. Commonwealth Gevemment should assist
States and Territories to identify and ‘explore new and a!ternatzve water
supplies i.e. groundwater dams and desaimatson

With the majonty of Austraita in the gnp of one of the worst dmughts on
record, it would. be tlmeiy for the Commonwealth to initiate a program of
assistance measures and incentives for. farmers and rural. communities
alike to undertake “drought proof" ng” programs e. g water harvestlng and
storage and the recyclmg of grey: water SRR _




Incentives should. also be provrded to encourage ‘more efficient use of

water supplies in agriculture; partlcularly in relation to irrigation methods.
WAFarmers is - aware that the - Commonwealth has expended
conmderabte resources in cappmg artesran bores in New South Wales &

Queens!and

Western Australia should also be aﬁ‘orded the. opportumty of accessing
Commonwealth funds to develop State specrf ic water conservation

strategies.

WAFarmers would also encourage the Commonwealth Govemment to
work with States" and Territories in addressmg issues of equity in the
allocation of water supplles whereby large “corpcrate” farm allocations
are not granted to the exclusuon or detriment of smaller farnrly owned and
operated farms. : S

5. The adequacy of screntrf‘ c research on the approaches
required for adaptation to climate variability and better
weather predrctron, mcludrng the relrabrlrty of forecastmg
systems and capacrty fo prowde specralrst forecasts |

WAFarmers is aware that conmderable resources are berng expended
on Greenhouses strategres and that there are both ‘supporters and
detractors to “the scientific' approach bemg adopted particularly in
relation {o the publrc educatron program :

WAFarmers has identified a glanng omission to the process i.e. the
communication of research into diversification and alternative farming
options if existing farming systeme and practrces are to change as a
result if Greenhouse

Education and communrcatron on all aspects of water use rs an issue

Governments, not solely m rural Australra lout across the Contment

Whilst a State Government rssue the lose of extensmn serv;ces across
many Government agencies is a major impediment to the promotion of
education and mdustry chenge proceeees :




WA has a somewhat unzque sﬂuaﬂon in relat;on to the adequacy and
accuracy of climatic forecasting. The Department of Agriculture has an
extremely competent meteorologlst in - its employ, who - has had
considerable success in recent long-range seasonal forecasts. However,
Bureau of Meteorology forecasters, whilst adequately identifying frontal
systems, have extreme diffi culty in accurately ferecastmg raunfa!l events
beyond the Perth metropehtan area.




