.-_Secretary
' RECE ::f'
30 AUG 2@32

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STANDING COMMITTEE 0
AGRICULTURE, FIstIERI]

AND FORFS Y

- SUBMISSION NO 44

“T oF EDUC&TE M_U’
88 Wyndham Street B S Telephane (03) 5821 3124
SHEPPARTON, VIC 3630 o T Fae o (03) 5822 1693
PC Box 796, Sheppartm Vic 3632 o o R

28 August, 2002

Secretary,

Parliamentary Cammattee f‘c}r Ag Fssh & Fcrestry
Parliament House,

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Sir,

I write on behaif of the R.5.L. Sub-branch members of the 25 District Board, who are
hugely concerned with the rapidly. coming of the shortage of water not only in the
Goulburn Murray Valley regions (known as: the fruit bowl of Australia), but the Eastern
seaboard of the f’:ommonwea&th expenencmg sersaus drought cancéntmns

I enclose copies of papers weli prepared by our memher‘s and as I 1 am sure you will
read the drastic caﬁcems that is hlttmg the entlre reglon of Austraha

Returned Semcemen of WWi and WWZ were rawar'deci by the Ccmmonweaith
Government of the day an acreage of land to establish their families and their choice of
dairying, frult and vegetable growing, grapes and vines, citrus and grazing to establish
and educate their families and to supmy what is new knewn as the “Fruit Bow!” of the
world.

I, on each of their behalf; ask you ta'mad 'aﬁd' rétu'rn your attention of these papers that
are attached and return yaur ﬁomment to me at your earisest convemence

I am clearly avaaiable to d:scuss these matters anci paper*s w:th you and would be
prepared to mest you in yeur cﬂ"ce rf that was desirable o

Please return your rep y/support at yﬂur earhes m the adciress above

sincerely,

PMc@hee
Chairman, 25 Dsstrict: Beard
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House Of Representatwes _
Committee of Agrlclﬂture F1shenes
And Forestry, - -

SUSTAINABLE -WATER‘ SUPPLY IN AUSTRALIA

Australia, an island contment the size of Europe (less Russia) is resource rich with one
exception, water. It is the driest continent on earth, consisting of an archipelago of
urban development. smrounémg an arid desen Itis the second bxggest and second
driest desert on earth. :

This 1ack of water is due to the mamlanci bemg set centrally on the tomd zone of the
Eastern coast. The Nerthem latitudes. extend mto the troprcai zone wiule the southern-
fringe verges on the southern’ temperate ‘zone.. If the annual average rainfall was
spread over the continent, it would be 4cm deep = Just 76cm Iess than the same
exercise on the Nerth Amencan Contment " - -

Given these carcumstances WATER is absoiuteiy Vztal to the health and cconormcal
well being of Australians. The limited quantity: available is rainfall in the North and
on the Eastern Coast of the Northern Temtory and the Eastern States respectively.
The largest river system, the Murray/Darhng, has the outfail to the ocean in the
central state of South Austraha ' .

It is submitted that several states are involved and the available water has to be
adequately managed to conserve and fairly distribute the supply to those states, the
responsibility to chair and co-ordmate the management rests constzmtlonaliy with the
Commonwealth Government R Sl : .

Each State requires its own authonty 0 manage that portlon of water fairly
proportioned to 11; or whzch hes ennrely in its tem‘cory

Whilst the Murray/Darlmg Basm Comm1ss,1on (MDBC) has done a sterlmg job
identifying available water and the quuu'ed utﬂlzatlon of that water much, much
-more, needs to be done. : -

This continent- has large areas of MARGINAL land areas with average rainfall
between: arid (200113111 or less pi "if_-_annum) and viable (about 400mm or more per’
annum) jid this land is'to be utilized to- produce food and support peopie i owill
require - water. - Australia, therefore requlres on~gomg‘- conservation, planning and
bmidmg of mfrastructure esmczally plpe hnes s ead af channeis Th.lS wﬂl be




necessary to save the approxzmate loss of 80% to soakage and evaporatlon which
currently occurs in’ channels in V;ctona The 1oss wouid be. greater in more and areas.

Large cities, such as Melbeurne and Geelong especmlly, expenence water shortage

Only Govennnent can address this Vital na’aanal resource problem and be the
authority to adequately and appropnateiy control, co-ordinate, and legislate the
necessary management pro’socols the budgetmg/fundmg reqmrements and the
resp0n31b1ht1es of the Water. Authontles mvcived

Since this is a naﬁonaﬁy wtai resource, there is. the need for M{JLTI POLITICAL
PARTY policy and agreement;; ‘the same as Defence and Gun Law policies require.
To do otherwise will destroy- connnuzty of the on-going. ;:rogrammes wluch must
proceed durmg the next 25 to 30 years steadliy and sureiy : -

Tt will be essent:al ’so connnue management and budgeﬂng/fundmg even when
Governments change Only mtﬁti—pat’cy or at the very 1east “bi’-party Poi;cy
Agreement, can ensure this reqmremem :

Since interstate water tradmg w111 have to become the normal’ if the water from the
monsoonal belt in Northern Australia, and a portion of the average annual rainfall of
ten feet (approx 3. metres) which falls on Tasmania’s west. coastal range, is to be
traded to the other States on the mainland. 1t is essentlal that every Australian State
has its own water authonty represented on the Commonwealth overseemg authonty

SHORTER AN]) LONGER TERM PLANNING o

In the shoner term — 5- 10 .years. — the programmes to pipe the major channel and
- water ways should: be set in ‘tnotion, as is proposed with piping of the. Goulburm, "
Wimmera/Mallee channel. This would’ save. SBGL Iost m supplymg 27GL 1o these
western Vzctonan cmes a.nd mummpahhes '

BUDGETING AND FUNDING

Budgeting: and Funding will have to be achieved from various sources, including
Commonwealth and State Governments. In some urban  programmes, Local
Government should contnbute and finally, the Water Authonty whxch controls the
end reticulation. (This = user pays) _ '

Only a limited taxing of the user can be apphed if. farm income is to remain viable,
and 1t is absolutely essent1a1 that t}us mmme does remam vmble o

Perhaps a Govemment Water Bend system s;mﬂa:r to the wartnne War Bonds could
be introduced to cater for both’ large andvery small investors;’ with' the surcharge
taxed to the user; being utilized: to: pay. interest on the bonds. During the war we
bought ‘stamps and ‘when the bond card had. 16/* ($1 60) worth ‘of stamps ‘the Post
Master stamped and mgued the bond to activate it. Tt was redeema‘ble for one pound
(82) four years Iater but could be cashed pro-rata m an emergency

GEOGRAPH[CAL STUDY

A Geographlcal Study of areas requlnng e‘nvzronmental water flows is needed.

MDBC recommends- environmental flood. flows of 550GL reducing to 450GL per

month in the Mutmy every 5 to 6 years for a period of 4 mionths, ideally plggy- :
backing on a natural flood, orin ccmanctmn with bulk entitlements of down'stream

users. Careful gecgraphlcal studles of nver ﬂood pl j.ﬁthat reqmre this’ penodlc




flooding, may- aiiow for substantlal areas’ of some of these ﬂood plains to be levee
banked and water held or taken from irrigation sources. Ini such cases, the river flows
need NOT be held high for four months, but: only. for the - initial flooding.

Considerable saving of several hu:ndred gzgahtres couid be achieved while still
prowdmg the envzronmental needs . o

CLOUD SEEDING _ :

The last four years have had well below average ralnfali m Eastern Australia. We are

now in- drought Although cloud seeding was tried in the 1982-1983 drought with NO

real success, seeding should be unplemented again in low rainfall areas. It should now

be tried on suitable cloud that is ENTERING the catchment areas and preferably-
already commencing to lightly rain.: If this had been tried, the. 2510 40% of average

rainfall -during ‘the last 4 years may well have been- 40 to 50% -WITH

CONSEQUENT HIGHER RESERVOIR LEVELS In” 1982/83 the seedmg was -
tried on cloud to the west of the state which was NOT ‘showing signs’ of rairting, and

only 3 or 4 mm subsequenﬂy feﬂ to mereiy settie the dust L

DESALINATION OF SEA OR OTHER SAL}NE WATER :

Saudi Arabia currently desalinates 18% of its domestic water supply from the sea. We
understand that - Australian engineers perform the desalination. We are told it is
expensive, but are unable to.find out how expensive. An assessment/feambzhty study
should be mounted on desalination, In drought periods, when our large cities have low
reservoir levels, an injection of a small amount of desalinated water, (5 or 10%) even
if it doubled the cost, should be conmdered The extxa cost would be an addmonal
mcentwe to conserve the water rat;on - : o

SECONBARY WATER “USE . ' -'

More utilization of {reated sewerage/suilage Water should be pianned, and used n
irrigation schemes, the watering of parks, and industrial uses such as ‘cooling or
concrete mixing; Phosphate from urban’ sullage would NOT enter the river system to
cause algae blooms: At a time ‘when farms are iasenng and building dams to prevent
drainage watér entermg the river system, itis nnportant to also address these sources
of phcsphate contamination. : :

LONG TERM PLANN{N G PROGRAMME (10 to 25 years)
Feasibility studies and, where appropriate; 1mp1ementatmn for. the fi)llowmg potential
water conservation, should be undertaken.
1. Impounding and diversion of the fresh water whlch ﬂoods down the Cooper
-and Warburton River- systems to the Lake Eyre ‘Basin, several times per

- century. It is rxdiculous that huge quantltles of ramwater are lost.to an 8400

- square kilometre take which is more salty than the ocean.

. 2. The conservation and subsequent use of the water-of those rivers which ﬂow
from the monsoon. fains: to dlsappear 1111:0* the desert (Eyre Mc}intyre &
Diamantina): B

3. The harnessmg of sonie of the 84000GL of Water w};uch runs to the sea in
short rivers from the mountain range in Queensland in an average monsoon.

- Surely some of this water can be suitably harnessed for inland use. Ord River
dam is a start to usmg some of the 77000GL which runs off the northwest
coast. All major water pro_;ects of the future should be by plpelme and NOT
channel with the . -average 80% wastage by soakage and’ evaporatmn
Evaporatwn m Austraha averages 2 5 metres per annum from surface water




4. BASS STRAIT PIPELINE A feamblhty study 1o be undertaken, after
negot:atmg to trade water from. Tasmama, into, bmldmg 3 plpeime across Bass
Strait to the mainland. This water, to be available after passing through the
HE.C. generators could eliminate  the water problems of Melbourne, and
especially Geelong It would . ‘augment  the ‘water supply ‘in south-western
Victoria and South Eastern South Austraha Apprommately 3 metres of water
falls on Westem Coastal range in Tasmama inan average rain fall year.

ARTESIAN WATER

This very dry continent has many large arteszan water Sources of }ngh quality. The
planned utilization and. proper monitoring both of quantities to be drawn, and the
ongoing quahty of the water, are vital:both envnonmentaliy and in regard to human
health, Management and audit of the Water Authorities charged with controlling these
sources, is essential if these vital needs are to be ensured. The biggest high quality .
water aquafier in the world is under Queensland. Tt is to be noted that after 20 years of -
safe use of Artesian supplies in India and Bangladesh, the ‘excessive use caused
leac}nng of volcanic sotirced arsenic into the aquafier. 60 million people are dying of
poisoning, due to lack of quantlty and quahty momtonng of the supply

IN CONCLUSION WE EMPE:ASIZE —

e Water is an absolutely vital but’ lackmg resource that must have Govemmental
control and overview of management in all facets mvolvmg planmng, building
of mﬁastrucmre and regulating and momtonng regaxdmg— - '

Congervation and diversion ~ . =

Tradmg and supplymg (espec;ally mterstate)

.Quantity and quality monitoring: (mcludmg envuonmental allocation)

Planning : and feasibility study for major: development S

Budgeting and funding control to make it happen .

'.Augmentatmn by cloud seedmg or desalmatxon and secondary source
development

e To achieve the above results reqmres MULTI—POLITCAL PARTY policy
and agreement to. ensurethe long term. contmmty to the complete and
appropriate development and reticulation of this vital resource.

o Commonwealth Government over31ght inall aspects is necessa:xy

o .ﬁ’-:ﬁ o P

I commend the conoepts and 1deas of this subm1331on to the Pari;amentary Committee
for evaluation and assessment SR :

Yours smcerely, S

o, L

Leslie B Earl
Maj, Retired
Phone No. (03) 5828 3420




