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The Commzttee Secretary, _

Standmg Committeo on Agncuiture Fxsheries and Forestry
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The Toowoomba and Reglon Enwronment Councll _Wishes to make the |
following comments to the House of Representatwe ; ':nquiry mto ﬁ;ture water
supplies for Austraha s ruraii mdustrles and' : SRR
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1. Therole of ihe i?ommonweaith in onsuxmg.adeq uato and sustamablo Su]j}}iy._i'-__j

of water'in rural ondmcionai Australia.
: Commonwealth must: - e

s Provide the consistent pohcy / "ﬁ'amework ecessary to underpm eoologlcai e

sustainability. With regard to the naturai capztai assomated with wa,ter G

resources this includes: i : g

s guaranteeing wetland and ﬂoodplam flows; '

s maximising efficient use of the resource; : :
~ providing a framework for funding stewardshlp / ecos;rstem service
payments to landholders provxdmg such semces over. and above ‘duty

- of care’ respons:bﬁltles S
» Require all states to make annual budget aiiocatzon for on-gomg -
miainteneance of natural assets mcludmg mvestment in nver wetland and

ﬂoodpiam ecosystems. - . ST S

e Ensure mdependent audztmg and comphance of wa.ter -
_ management/operanon agenoies and thelr accountmg systems

=

C ommonwe«ﬂth pohmes aﬂd programs in mral and roo‘:onai Austraha that

could underpin stability of QTOTEng and mppiy of" wator ior dﬁ)H‘ILS’[iC

consurmption and other purposes : ) :

The Commonwealth must _ : : : - o

s Encourage greater awareness of the avaliabﬂlty of water in Austraha and
-adopt policies that encourage all users. to live within the limits of the. .
resource, to be as self-reliant as possxbie and to tse water reSponszbly

o Require local govemments 0 set. mandatory standards for water . :

conservation and eﬂiozency in Iocai bmldmg codes Thxs should mclude
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e TFacilitate education and awareness: programs on aii aspects of the water u
cycle and the limiations inherent in the ‘Australian context. Particular
emphasis and accurate information is reqtiired on re-use and recycimg :
strategies if ther¢ is-to be comumty acceptance of and support for the o
adoption of these techn:ques i noe

» Contribute to the costs of cappmg and ptpmg ali bores in GAB _

» Regard water use efficiency as a !egmmate deveIOpment option and prowde
funding for 1mp1ementat:on Ensure efﬁclency gams are retumed to the '

~environment. e
e Prohibit the construction of new in-stream water storages and fac:lhtate the
" removal of redundant structures and modlﬁcanen _ef those structures
threatemng native spemes o . -

» Categoncaliy re;ect pﬂvatisatzon and farelgn own
and other ecosystem services. - i

e - Areas critical to the control of sal'

* management proscribed, based on
requ:rement for mtake areas)

ship and control of watér N

Strategic protec:tlon of vegetatmn;to .m{)derate 1mate effects

3. The effect of Cemmonwea!ih pe!;mes aﬁd pmm *mﬁ% on cur rent aﬂé ﬁltﬂﬂ%
water use in rural Australia;
The COAG Water Reform process was more about ﬂnanczal efﬁcxency than
ecological sustamablhty TREC’s view is that the reforms have failed to dehver
the environmental ob}ectwes of the water reform process because of &
assumptions that: : IR o
e _ The demand for water w1H decrease as th 'pifice mcreases
* Higher value uses of water are enwroﬁmenta}iy reutral -
" Higher pricing plus. tradable rights Wﬂl iead to mefﬁclent (enwronmentaﬂy
-damaging) users exiting the ndustry e
This has not proved to be the case. The demand for water has not decreaseci as
prices have increased; higher value uses of water are not. necessaniy neutrai
trading has resulted in fewer larger players in the water mdustry '

rural commumtxes due: to ‘the percelved unfa,;mess of the reforms E}ﬂstmg
water markets must be restructured to make enwronmenta} sustamablhty the
goal, and the market must be a servant to. this end. This will require areal -

; _u’s’try and‘_ithe wzder

commitment £ actlon from the States the .mgaﬁo i
community. : : :




4. Commonwealth poheaes and pmvram&; that zzmﬂd address and bsﬂance*t_ e e
competing demands on water Tesources.

The Commonwealth should take responmblhty for the overarchmg pohcy _

framework for water resources in Australia: A catchment~based approached to .

water (and other natural reseurces) management s’ sorely needed to remove the

institutional tmpedxments and conﬂzcting state pnormes te sustamabie water

use. : : : :

LA

The adequaey Qi scientific feseerch on the approaehes reqmred for
~ adaptation to climate vanabﬂaw and better weather prediction, including the
reliability of ferecastmg aysteme and eapac_ﬁ:y o prewde; spemahst fereeasts

Austraha is deepiy aﬁ'ected by the ENSO"”ﬁ‘ect, an event that is 'hkeiy to

such areas a,nd manage them for their y
“implemented. : L

° Research is needed 1nto farmmg systems that are mherentiy more diverse,
resilient, flexible and/or ada,ptabie to climate vanabmty ‘This should mclude
more native species than is currently the case. Indigenous knowledge could
be critical to the development of such systems We are not aware of any -
research into how indigenous land management patterns reflect climate -
variability, nor socmi sﬁructures to ensure soc1a1 sustamablhty in the face of

_ th13 var;a.bzhty . : i L -

. Austraha shou d ratify the Kyoto Protocoi and take 1mmedzate actlcn to
reduce CO2 emissions and accelerate the growth and adaptmn of renewabie
energy teehno}ogies S . =

o~ The role of soc_ia} capltal in achle ving ¢

tally and economically -
Sustama___.____ B R L

Yours Sincgely

E ;""I s ’”“ e

i
Trevor Acfield - Coordmator




