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b Dear Mr Duﬁdasg S e e

Ref; Inquiry into future water supplies for Australia’s rural industries & communities.

Please consider the following comments as my ‘submission to the Inquiry into future water
~supples. 1 W'c)u!d also like to appear before the C()mmittee to speak to this submission.

The water level in beautiful Lake Fildon in central Vlctorla 1s at 19.2 per cent and falling.
.Beautiful Lake Eildon is no longer beautiful but a giant mess on the landscape of dried and
"'drymg mud because of the Goulburn-Murray Water Authority's lack of attention to the
“needs of the local commumty surrounding Lake Elldon and all those people who use the

lake for recreauonal and tourlsm purposes ' :

The Commonwealth govemment has made an unprecedented investment in the
management of our environment and national resources through the Natural Heritage Trust
and the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality. The federal Minister for the

: _Enwronment and Hentage Dr Dav1d Kemp, and the Federal Minister for Agﬁculture

""her

represents a total commitment to the trust of more than $2 7 billion over 171 years, funding
actions that will help deliver cleaner beaches, improved water quality for all users, more
sustamabie agricultural practices and protection for threatened animal and plant species and
ecosystems Dr Kemp'said that a key focus of the next phase of the Natural Heritage Trust
would be water quahty At least $350 million of the new trust funding will be spent directly
on measures to improve water quality. For example river care projects will support
improved land and water practices that affect the health of our rivers. Coast care and river
care fundmg will also target coastal and urban water quahty hot spots

The trust m;ght aiso glve some attennon to our water storage areas in inland Australia
which are such an important part of the infrastructure for both agriculture and leisure, and
indeed for the very lifestyles that we live, May I say to you that Mr Alan Valle, the owner-
manager of Peppm Point Holiday Park at the northern end of Lake Eildon near Bonnie
Doon, caused a petition to be circulated around the lake for users of the lake mcludmg
'__h"hda. akers and VISltors from ether eountrzes and other places _ : :
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That petition draws to the attention of the House the problem of sustained diminished water

_ levels at Lake Fildon in Victoria. Residents of Lake Eildon and the local area are dependent
on the Reservoir for many reasons and for several years now have had their lives and
income adversely affected by consistently low water levels. Whilst it is understood that
prevailing weather conditions do have an impact on water levels at the lake, it is felt that in
these times greater consideration needs to be given to the lake's water level as opposed to
the needs of the irrigation systems regularly in recelpt of water from Lake Fildon.
The petitioners have requested that legislation be put in place to ensure that the water level
of Lake Eildon not be allowed to drop below 40% of the maximum capacity (excepting in

“times of severe drought). -

This is a serious issue. The state: govemment of VICtOI‘la has the theoretxcal responsibilits
~-and practical responmbzhty, for 1 management

abrogated its responsibility by pushing off all the operations and all the decision making to
a quango known as the Goulburn~Murray Water Authority. It seems to me that the authority
currently acts to maximise its income from farmers and those who would use the water out
of the lake, to minimise any risk whatsoever, and to give little consideration to other users

of the lake.

I am advised that over 700 houseboats are located on Lake Eildon. Each of them pays
$1,180 a year for a licence fee to operate the houseboat on the lake. If the lake goes down
to 20 per cent, which it has, there are no houseboats in the water anymore. The houseboats
are up on the mud and so they cannot use the water. But the authorities still collect the
$1,180 a year. If you want to put a yacht in the lake—which might have an onboard toilet
but in any case you are going to sleep on the yacht overmght—you will pay a fee to the

- authority for every night that you are on the lake. -

I am also informed that those who have foreshore rights around the lake for holiday parks,
caravan parks and houseboat facilities pay a fee to the authority for the length of shoreline
they have on the lake. They also pay a fee for every ramp which they have permanently put
inplace to dump boats.into the Water It matters not whether there is 'any'watefmz the lak
~ theystill pay for.
absolutely nothing but mud and it may be that way for a kﬂometre or more. The authority
still charges the fee. A fee is also charged for fuel barges which are put in place by those
who have houseboats for hire. A fuel barge might be sitting on the mud, as several are at
the moment, and the authority still charges those people for the use of the fuel barge, which
of course they cannot use.

The authonty seems to be a complete law unto itself. An article in the Mansfield Courier in

January of this year said:
Bonnie Doon lake operators are fed up with consistently low water levels on Lake

Eildon—and are determined to do something about it.
I do not blame them.

The petition was delivered to Parliament in the hope that leglslatlon is put in place to stop
the lake reaching mgmﬁcantly iow levels S

Over 4 000 cmzens of Victc}na have szgned that petltion and. then' w1shes ought to be
11stened to. That isa fact The government ought to censzder what 1t cando to pressure the




Victorian government or the water authority or else give us national management of our
mternal water resources. The article continued:
Mr Valle said residents of Lake Eildon and the surrounding local area had had their
lives adversely affected by consistently low water levels. “The water levels controlled by
Goulburn Murray Water need to be addressed,’ he said.
They certainly do. Of course dry weather has an effect on levels in the lake, but for the last
five years we have consistently had water levels below 50 per cent, which puts the holiday
plans of a massive number of Victorians and some from interstate at greater risk. But the
- authority does not seem to care. The article goes on to say: '
The Member for Latrobe, Mr Bob Charles, an Eildon holiday maker, has promised to
help the residents and has recezved support ﬁ'om the Member for McEwen, Fran
Balley ) N . . } . . o
= All that is true. They have got my suppert_an they hav
 are determined to push through with this issue to see that someone addresses it. T can tell
you that we as a nation are now having a look at the Snowy River and the devastation and
destruction that has been done to the Snowy over such a long time by having virtually no
water running down the Snowy. We are as determined to do something about the water
storage at Eildon. It is certainly crazy that the authority can hit the property and houseboat
‘owners for all these fees and yet make no guarantee of any water level in the lake
whatsoever. .

In an article in the Mansfield Courier in February, the authority responded. According to
the article, Mr Bob Klos, Goulburn-Murray Water's headworks manager, said the prospect
of legislation to ensure the lake level does not drop below 4() per cent capacity is ‘very
slim'. The article continued:

My Klos said that while the water was used Jor leisure purposes, there were other needs
that have to be met mcludmg zrrzgatzon and the Goulburn River. “There are rights to
that water,’ he said.

My Klos said the water was owned by irrigators and GMW simply released the water
according to those requirements. “The water is the lifeblood for lake operators——but the

- .damwas deszgned- fo. cater for these evem‘s when water zs needed and has-been L

. designed to go to almes by 8 :

' The authority, GMW, does not care at ali about the leisure operators around the lake or t
leisure users of the lake. In April one of the operators at Eildon, Mr Greg Smith, who has
the Lakeside Leisure Resort, also near Bonnie Doon, proposed putting in a golf course
down on the mud flats by mowing the grass that was growing there because he has got no
water any more. He has fuel barges sitting on the mud but very little tourism. He said at the
time that at the last reading the lake was holding about 23 per cent but when this year's
irrigation finished on 15 May it held less water than at the same time last year. At that time,
on 5 April, Mr Klos said that environmental water quality and public liability issues meant
that it was unlikely that anyone would be teeing off on this golf course.

Mr Klos seems to be concerned about environmental water quality but not water levels, and
in fact the authority is not managing water quality at all. All it is doing is managing the
water resources in the most inefficient, impractical ways possible in order to get the
maximum amount of dollars out of Victoria's farmers. I do not deny the rights of Victorian
farmers to water. This is an important resource, and it should be used and used properly,
But there are competing needs for this resource, and to zgnore totally one user of that water
is to deny resp0n51b1hty natzonaily aitogether To say, Weli the dam was built originally




for irrigation purposes and nobody ever thought about anybody using it for waterskiing,
fishing or other boating or water leisure activity' is cértainly disingenuous. Times change.
Where we had farms in my electorate we now have houses. Many of us might wish that we
still had the farms there, but times move on and we need to address the issues as they arise.

It was recently announced backin J anuary, I think, that Richard Pratt offered something
like $100 million to help cap Australia's northemn flood plains and bring them down in
pipelines to middle and southern Australia. At the time he told the Australian that he would
urge John Howard to take personal charge of a national water authority, or appropriate
" body, to override vested interests. He made an important statement. Mr Pratt had offered to
invest up to $100 million on-such a venture That should be taken senousiy. It is undemabie_

- that our inland waterways are under stres i edged hu :
- money to try and help overco ) :

way, and to try and get water owing back in 0,. our rivers and make them ve agam.

to the minister responsible that, from my viewpoint and the viewpoint of the recreational
users of Lake Eildon, they consider the water storage area at Eildon to be of equal
importance. Their issues need to be taken into consideration as well, along with simply
providing water at the cheapest possible price whenever anybody says, "Okay, I'll pay a few
‘dollars for a few more megalitres of water.'

The Goulburn-Murray Rural Water Authority was constituted by ministerial order under
the provisions of the Water Act. 1989, effective from 1 July 1994, The authority is
responsible for the management of the headworks within its region and is Victoria's
'-'-co'nstl‘ucting authority for the Murray-Darling Basin Commission. Goulburn-Murray Water
is responsible for the provision of bulk water supphes to urban water authorities, other rural
water authorities, industry and agriculture and for the delivery of irrigation water, domestic
and stock supplies and drainage services to an area of approximately 68,000 square
kilometres. It also undertakes a number of national resource management activities closely
associated with its core business for government on a cost recovery basis, predominantly
related to salinity, water quality and water resource management but they are lgmmng or

i abrogatmg that ﬁnal ' ortlen of thelr responsxbxhty : S

In the year 2000 the Delat
water levels at Lake Eildon. I wﬂl quote to the House from the results of that study.

Essential Economics Pty Ltd, who prepared this report, said, under the heading of 'Business
Revenue Impacts )
We estimate that a total of around $1 6 mzllzon in direct expenditure is lost by
‘businesses in Lake Eildon study area when lake levels decline to around 20-30%

" (compared to revenues when lake levels are high, at around 75%), and this represents
approximately 17% of total business revenue in tourism-related industry sectors. An
estimated $9 million in revenue is lost from the retail sector when lake levels are low ...
and $6 million is lost from the accommodation sector. We estimate that $10.4 million in
direct expenditure is lost by tourist-related businesses in Delatite—and that is just in
Delatite—and around §6.3 million is lost from the retail sector in Delatite ... and about
84 million from the accommodation sector—

_That is 30 per cent of total revenue in this sector. So there is over $20 million at risk here -
~ being lost when the lake levels are Tow, and that dramatically affects employment They
were talkmg in that report about a direct loss of about 185 }obs in the study area alone and
125 JObS in Delatlte Itis tme that these effects are bemg felt The operators there are going




.. can ensure that the

through a terrible time. People who have paid money for access to a lake to be able to use
the facilities of that lake are no longer able to enjoy the amenities. This has been going on
for five years. It is not as though this issue has just crept up on us today. It is not the same
as saying, "Well, we had a bad year. It is a bit of a drought and the water level is down.' As
I said before, the level is now down at 19.2 per cent and still falling. It appears, from
statements made by the authority, that they do not care if the lake falls to zero.

We will have this great scar on the landscape of central Victoria, which is one of the most
beautiful inland waterways in the nation, and it is an absolute shame. It could certainly be
prevented and the authority need to get their act together. I urge the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage, Dr Kemp, to consider these issues and to think about what the

- Commonwealth government can do to further énhance: the national interest in terms of

| water. management famht;es for mland waterways In particular, 1 hope that somehow w

ER

Fildon—does not fall below 40 per cent

Respectfully

Bob Charles MP
Member for La Trobe




