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Tasmania as a Ragicm‘

. 'Water is one of Tasmamas key na.tural resources To mam:rmse 11:5 value the nght"j :
‘balance between the envm)nmental economlc and conm:mmty use of this precwus
resource must be achleved ‘ S : : :

Tasmania has undergone SIgmﬁcant reform in Water management over the last few;
years, culminating in the introduction of the new Water Management Act 1999, and the

recent allocation of $4.5 million to Implement the State’s Water Develapment Plan.
‘The implementation of the Act, ‘and reform associated with Tasmania’s commitment to
the Council of Australian Gmennnents’ (COAG) Strategic Framework for the Eﬁ‘iczent
‘and Sustainable Reform of the .
i suppli’e's 'fc)r‘&II Tasmaman industries.

4§ Water has been 1dentxﬁad asac
industries, particularly in agnu
Audits). This was confirmed dunng recent pubhc consultation workshops heid as part
of the preparatlon of the State’s Water Development Plan. Through the Water

productmn by 2008. Public :ﬁmdmg for the developﬁient df such storages was acceptedk
as part of the Plan.

Water is also recognised as a constraint to growth and to business in a number of small
towns, which are reliant on tourism. Except in particularly dry years, the majority of
towns, including the East Coast towns, have sufficient water but it is the quality of the
water that is the issue. These towns, particularly those on the East Coast, sometimes
suffer from the imposition of "boil water" notices that require tourists re51dmg in motels
and other accommodahcn to bmlthe water bef cansumptzon - ~ e

Tasmania's low 'populatmn base and ;_

not possible. Most Tasmanian councils are expe > tict
water mﬁastructure through deprecxatlon funding. However councﬂs are addressmg the

‘ councﬂs k such as ‘Break O’Day and Glamorgan!Spnng Bay have Iarge transzent ‘
populations during the summer peak tounsm penod compoundmg their Water problems
while not contributing to the rate base , 4

Tasmania’s mean annual surfacc waier run-off is 45 582GL of Whmh 451GL is
estimated to be diverted (Australzan Water Resources Assessment 2000, Natzonal Land -
and Water Resources Audit). The voiume diverted does not include Hydro Tasmania’s
~ diversions into their dams, wh ch have a storagal capacity of approxunately 24,000GL.
In most areas of the Sta wit ]t ' West and Southwest coasts water '

ndustry, will nnpact on fmrure water : .
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that is easily extractable is fully allocated. Due to unreliable and unpredictable summer
flows in many areas of Tasmania, water shortages often occur during the summer
season. Low flows and increased demand for water in some economic sectors during
summer, for example, tourism and agriculture, contribute to this water shortage.

‘Table 1 details the estimated water consumption by industry sector in Tasmania. These

estimates do not include diverted water that is returned to rivers and streams, for
example, for hydro power generation. Mining and mineral processing, timber and paper
processing, textiles and food and beverage processing are generally large water users.
Scenario modelling for future water demand shows that irrigation will continue to be an
important input into the Australian economy,

Table 1: Estimated net water consumptmn in Tasmama

'} Sector ~ ~ ‘ Mega ]m'es
Agriculture and forestry o  " 284000
Mining ' | 33,200
Manufacturing 98,300

Urban and industrial use of water in Tasmania in 1996-97 was approximately 179,000
ML, excluding groundwater use. The availability of surface water for potential
diversion, once the needs of the environment have been accounted for, is estimated to be
17,500,000 ML. However, this is based on limited data and does not take into account
quality and suitable land for development. The Water Development Plan is assessing
the current needs and likely future demands for water in the State, to ensure a balance
between economic development and environmental sustamab1hty in a more strategic

approach.

The role of the Commanwealth in Ensuring Adequate and Sustamable
- Supply of Water in Rural and Regmnal Austraha . :

The Commonwealth has a key role in assxstmg States and Temtones to continue to
implement reform in water management practices.

o ooﬂabora‘ewe acti :
jurisdictions, and that would beneﬁt from natxonal coordination. At the naﬁonal level,
every effort must be made to promote best practice collaboration amongst States and
Territories while recognising their dwerse admxmstraﬁve, legislative and biogeographic

environments.

Partnership programs with the Commonwealth, such as the Clean Quality Water
Program (CQWP), have been the major promoters and facilitators of improved domestic
water services to rural communities in Tasmania in recent years. The CQWP has helped
to progress the COAG agenda for water reform in Tasmania, by requiring the adoption

j t&l‘ ref()rm,;
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of relevant aspects of that agenda, such as user pays pncmg by the pa;rﬁmpatmg watery, o

service prowders

'There remain quite a- number of small commumtxes that,have not beneﬁted from these .

programs, and which have great dxfﬁculty in fundmg the necessary technology neededto

- provide potable water _supplies that meet modem accepted health and rehabihty
standards. It is important therefore that the Coanwealth continues its role in
_assisting the States and Territories to redress the inequity affectmg small rural
communities. Neverthelass, some comntxes such as Central H::ghlands, are reported

to not want town water and are happy with their current water quality. Itis nnportant -

: ‘that communities. have a nght to determine pollcxes on water quahty for, thexr areas 7

‘ In relatmn o Waszer sup‘ es

Developmemt In ﬁle;pas; )
development programs, such as : the Federal“Water Resources Assistance ngram,
which provided funding for improved irrigation water supplies across rural Australia.

The provision of Commonwealth ﬁmdmg is. crucial in assxstmg infrastructure
development and to encourage research and innovation. The cost of infrastructure is
beyond the capac:ty of many local communities. Therefore, it is important : that adequate
investment in infrastructure is made, and that there is facility against which local
authorities can borrow the capital reqwmd for the development of water infrastructure.
‘Substantial investment in farm irrigation infrastructure by the Commonwealth will
provide an immediate boost for irrigation supply companies and fannmg consultants, as
farmers take advantage of the new opportunities. More extenswe research red
and should be natwnally coordmatedt e

. Anmher vital role: for the e

~of users to understand i : o m
suppart new developments in these industries. of products and
services developed asa result of research must be encouraged and supported To ensure

1o

A key aspect of nnplementaﬁon of Wa; eform 1s the contmumg mtroductmn of -
institutional and Ieglslatwe changes that lay the cruc1a1 groundwork.  Resource
management issues that require coopera ,on and coordmatwn amongst Jms&cuons
need to be 1de:nt1ﬁed and suppart prowded ata national level
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| Commonwealth Pohc:es and Programs in Rural and Regsonai Austraha
~ that Could Underpm Stabllity of Starage ar
Gonsumptlon and Other Purposes .

The principal Commonwealth pohmes that gu1de strategm thmklng on water include the

Council of Australian Governments’ Szmtegzc Framework for the Efficient and

Sustainable Reform of the Australian Water Industry (Strategic Framework), the

‘National Water Quality Management Strategy and the Nanonal Acnon Plan for Sahmty :

and Water quahty

The Strategic Framework _part of National Competmon Policy, was dmlgned to

_ promote more econmmcaﬂy efficie location and use of ‘water, with greater emphasis .
on user pays and cost recovery . The( ater refonns cover _atural : 'urce managemeﬁt s

In November 2000, COAG endoréed a National Action Plan for Salirﬁty:and, Water
Quality. The stratc;gic‘objective of the A

0 Enp’roVe water quality and secure reli ations for human uses, industry

and the environment; and o

e Prevent, stabilise and reversé trends in salinity, particularly dryland salinity,
affecting sustainable production, the conservatlon of bmloglcal diversity and the
viability of infrastructure. :

The traditional approach underpinning water infrastructure development in Australia
regards water as being a driver of social and economic development, particularly in the
agricultural sector. However, in many other mdustry sectors water is seen as an input
into the economy rather than a driver of it. Water is an essential infrastructure service
for all economic activities and the maint f living standards. In a c:ompetmve
global market low cost and efﬁewn mfmstmc re is zmportant in attractmg mvestment

| Natlonally there is a trend to 'ecologiéal economics and environmental accounting. This
aims to hnk natural resource 1nfonnat10n w1th economic data in order to trace the cycle

growth throilgh a realisation of the asset vz

Unfortunately in some Commonwealth prog:rams (for example the reuse of effluent)
there has not been a strategic approach. This has meant that strategically limiting
options have been funded and the full beneﬂts of the programs have not been achieved.
Another result of this approach is that a s:mphstlc objecnve becomes the sole dnver ina
very complex enwronmental sc)c1a.l and economic. mteracnon ‘

,Where the Commonwealth becomes mvolved in state and/or local govcmment pohcy, it
1s important that any '

- upp!y of Water for. Domestrc :

ion Plan is to motivate and enable regional

1its f@ms Itis

: "kts clearly deﬁne‘ the re:sponszbﬂmes of each level of .

i
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provide predxctabﬂxty and .
Suggested that forwardf” -
ven chmce -

government.  In parﬂcular fundmg agreem&nts shoulc
~ stability, to enable appropriate forward ~
"planmng must be an mcluswe procé t

Any policies and pmgrams of the Commanwealth ansmg out of thIS Inquiry should be c i
 delivered to maximise the cove:rage of related pehcy areas rather than estabhsh multxple
separate pohcxes and programs : - e S

The effect of Commonweaith policles and fprograms on current and future . |
water use in rural Austraha - . . :

~ use in rural Austraha, has been
,Natlonal mtegrated catchman

- many essential purpases There is now wi ‘ :
‘a legitimate right to an effecnve allocatlon to mamtam Water quahty and sustam natural

ecosystems.

The Commonwealth pohcws and programs have cIearIy been major drivers in achzevmg
these outcomes and in facilitating a cons1stent, best-practwe approach to the provision
of regional water services across the countly e : ~

The need for provision of enwronmental ﬂows for mvers and streams 1s a component of
theCC}AGWaterAgenda ‘ ~ ' o

‘ appmpnate strategles and supportu 16
occur in an ordered and timely manner.

the competlng demands on water |

Given the key role of Local Govemment in the nnplementaﬁon of mtegrated approaches

to catchment management and regxonal natural resource management particularly rural
water services, a continuation of Commonweal&; water pmgrams will make an essentml ¢
contribution towards addressmg the oompetmg demands on Water resources ey '

”allocatzon of water and the prowsmn of
natural and integral part of sustainable
*"ce mmponent w1thm exxsﬂng‘ -

Regional and Iocal connnumﬁ“ naw see th
acccptable standards of local upplie
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relevant programs, orasa separate program snmlar to the Regmnal Flood ‘Mitigation
Program, will help to progress mtegrated approaches to catchment management and
sustainable natural resource management - S

Again the strateglc vision is oﬁen lackmg in the nnplementatmn of these programs. The
 drive to spend the dollars durmg the ﬁnanmal cycle, and the lack of strategic analysis at
anything less than the program Ievel means that funds are often provided to less than

optimum projects.

The adequacy of scientific research on the approaches requsred for
adaptatlon to chmate varrabihty and better weather predtctlon :

Provision of spec:1a11st forecasts and adequacy of sc1ent1ﬁc research m this field has been

and should remain a matter of Commonweaith resp0 bility. National agencies such as
the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial on and the Bureau of

Meteorology have specialists in this area tha t ~ is situation. It
is important to keep this body of expernse together to ensure that clunate research is

progressed, tools developed and mformatmn mssemmated to rural communities to a551st

\’k~them mp

An issue for Tasmania in addressing the elements of climate change is the ability to run
various climate scenarios through our (future) hydrological models and input these
results into the planning process. The major problem with current national information
is that the scale of the grids used for climate modelling is far too large for the size of our
State with one or at most two cells covering the island. The simplicity of the Tasmaman
topographic model (a pyramid) used in the modelling is also a concern.

A finer scale modelh'ng of climate could be achieved but this is outside the resources
available in the State and is consxdered somethmg for the national research agenda
rather than for Tasmania. - » e s

Fmer scale modelling i is reqmred as mput into a range of studies of climate change

~ across government and would be of considerable use in assessing the potentzal fornew
industries, the possible changes in flood regsmes, and the potenual increase in vanabﬂxty -

of flow regimes and hence reliability of water allocations. The variability in flow
regimes is a key issue for water allocations and water trading markets in Tasmania.

ooemperzz




