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INQUIRY INTQ FUTURE WATER SU?PLIES

FOR AUSTRALIA’S RURAL 1NDUSTRIES AND COMMUNITIES '

o 3_ Author R. John Scarce
o Chief. Executive Officer -
- Richmond Shire Council

"Richmond Shire.

1. Qff Stream Storage

. The Flinders River is the fourth l'argest river in Queensland discharging 4 million megalitres of water into
" the: gulf annualiy A haod full of mrlgators draw f'rom the ",Fimders an aggregate of 20,000 megalitres

o 3 -'annually

_ R:chmond has been: 1dentiﬁed as one area where water meets tho land.. A prefeamblhty study has been

L compieted ond 192 000 mega!ltre storage on O’Connell Créek; with the poteritial of irrigating 10,000 ha at

S B85% rehabihty Records indicate that at least 600,000 megahtres of water flow past Richmend annually

- with'in excess of 1,000,000 megahtres ﬂowmg past Richmond most years.” The o Connoil Creek Storage
_would draw appmmmateiy 75 000 megahtres annually ﬁ'om thls ﬂow T . .

e _: 10, 000 hia'of lrngated land along wath the assoc1ated mdustr:es would doubie the populataon of Rxchmond in
. the short-tefm, and with the availablhty of exsstmg mfrastmcture (rall road Port of Karumba ar:d Port of

' _-'Townsvxlle) Rlchmond wrll expand ﬁ.lrther

The State Governrnent zs srmng on thelr hands The Federai Government needs ) deve op gurdeimes and
scientific analyms on rivers such as the Flinders (that have water ifi them 3 mionths a year with dry beds for
9 inonths of the year), in an effort 1o determifie environmental needs, down stream fishing industry rieeds

et

: The.'beauty of the O’Connell Creek scheme :s that Rlchmond:xs at, the head waters of the F‘lmders szer and =

that pomt

- The Commonwealth needs to work. with the State Government to formulate policies and Eegislanon that
make it easmr and stream line Ihe process to deveiop these mland Water storages RRRRS

-_The potent:ai is also enormous for mdmduai farmers w1th access to the rlver to. mvest m water harvestmg
- mﬁ‘astmcture S RS : S '

e _The aceess fo water that we hlghhght whether the O’Conneli Creek scheme or 1ndw1dua]s has the ablhty to
L drought pmof this country Cattle feed lots and lrr:gated pastures have emerged in thls area. Unfortunateiy _
'_these hcenses were issued 6 years ago, Whlle notie are be;ng issued now. ;




2. Great Artesian Basin

. Further assistance to ihe States to ensure “that every free ﬂowmg bore is capped.. The wasted water from
free ﬂowmg bores could be utilized more effectweiy for lrngatlon (exampies aquaculture, tree farms,
horticulture and small niche crops).

Our submission is based on the Richmond Shire, the Flinders River and the Great Artesian Basin. We are
_fortinate that the area is in the ploneermg stage, w1th very little competing needs. This does not mean we
" can be forgmten We:have a chance to deve op the” country and deveiop zt correcﬂy recogmzmg past

i - mistakes and not repeat'ng them o

pa'st'mfériﬁaﬂoh' Let’s have the ability to do something wrong, rather than putting it in the too tard basket,

Any questions in relation to the above or further representations on any part raised can be directed to the
author,




