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Dear lan,

Submission - Federal Inquiry into Future Water Supplies for Australia’s Rural Industries & Communities

We are delighted to have the opportunity to make comment on the Federal Inquiry into Water Supplies
for Australia’s Rural Industries and Communities.

Alarm belis rang at the December 2000 meeting of Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association as the
12 Member Councils placed the future supply of water to Eyre Peninsula at the very top of their regional
agenda.

its members comprise the nine District Councils of Ceduna, Cleve, Elliston, Franklin Harbour, Kimba, Le
Hunte, Lower Eyre Peninsula, Streaky Bay, Tumby Bay and the three Cities of Port Augusta, Port
Lincoln and Whyalla.

Preliminary data released by the State Government as part of their Eyre Peninsula Water Supply Master
Plan, recorded a dramatic reduction in the recommended extraction rates from Eyre Peninsula’s
underground water basins over the period 1998/99 to 2000/01.

The Robinson Basin (Streaky Bay) recorded falling levels and rising salinity, with restrictions possibly
over the coming summer season. Annual extraction rates have been reduced by 33% in recent times
(240 megalitres in 1998/99 to 160 megalitres in 2000/01).

Over that same timeframe, recommended extraction rates for the Polda Basin (Elliston/Lock) witnessed
even more dramatic reductions (500 back to 120 megalitres), with many bores close fo running dry.

The Southern Basins are also under pressure, with significant reduction in extraction rates for both Uley
South (8,500 to 7,200 megalitres) and Uley Wanilla (800 to 250 megalitres). Water restrictions may be
introduced for the first time over the coming summer to the residents of Port Lincoln.

Water levels in the Tod Reservoir are currently at a very low ebb, with rising salinity (3,000ppm) in the
Tod system further complicating the issue.

SA Water has reduced its draw on four main basins from 10,040 megalitres in 1998/99 to 7,730
megalitres in 2000/01 (30% reduction in extraction rates). Consumption rates for the latter period was
9,552 megalitres — an equation causing considerable concemn to the people of Eyre Peninsula.

Historically, Eyre Peninsula has relied on water supplies drawn from its underground basins,
supplemented by limited reserves sourced from the Tod River system There is mounting evidence to
suggest that the commercial and domestfc pressureon reglon s reserves of water exceed the system’s
capacity to recharge itself, with rising salinity levels a major factor. This alarming scenario does not
accommodate the poss;bulzty of extended drought oF greenhouse effects.




Our submlssaon wsll Contem relevant background ;rsformatlon ancf deta in support of our endeavoure to
address the single most important issue. facsng this reg|on thlS decade, specrf:cally

Snapshot on Eyre Penmsuia
Role and responSIbll ty of: EPLGA
‘ Key issues and deliberations of Eyre Peninsula Water Summit
Comiments on SA Water's “Eyre Peninsula Water Supply Masterplen”
Eyré Peninsula’s track record for waorking reg;onally and getl;ng the job done
- Future growth’ predlctsene for Eyre F’enlnsule
a./ Economic deveEopment '
b/ Population projections | - ' '
‘el Changing dynamics: of Eyre Pemnsula labour market
L Preferred long term opt:ons T o
s . The issue of equity T
L 'Communzque ex Eyre Pen;nsula Weler Summ:t

Itis ;mportant to recognlse that although thls submzsssen is. Iodgeci by the Eyre Penmsula Local
Government Association, consensus on all key issues has been reached with the Eyre Regional
Development Board in a cellaboratave effort between its two princapel authore Vance Thomas and ERDB
Execut;ve Officer, Mark Cant - o

This vast and unepoxlt coastal reglon occuples most of the southern centrai land mass of South Australia,
s;tuated 1o the ‘west of Aclelalde the State s capital ceverlng an area the size: of Tasmama

It is bounded by Whyalla in the eest and streiches close to 'l 000 kllome’cres across the, Nullerbor to the
South Australian-Western Australian. border.: The timeless: Gawier Ranges makes up its northern .
boundary, with Port Llncoln compietmg ‘the eouthem pomt of thts regron s trlengular land mass some 400
k;iometres ’se the south ' : R o 5 _ e

Thls huge reg:on supporte a populatlon of 56 573 people spread over a landmess of approx;mately the
same number of ¢ square k:lemetres R _

In economsc order, the Penmsula s top four rndustnes are agnculture flshmg business and tourism.

Key growth sectors are sdentrﬁed as aquaculture alternattve agrlcultere/hortfculture eceteurfsm and
alternative energies, particularly wind power. Following recent aerial geo-surveys, mining in the Gawler
Craton has also beeri identified as an mdustry with® enormous development potential in the future
Whyalia South Australia’s second largest cnty, is-a.major contributor to:the regional economy in areas of
iron ore procluctlon stesl makmg, heavy and prec;sxon eng;neenng and natural gas fracﬂonetlora

Port Augusta crossroads to Australia, ES a ma;er northem centre for commerce lndustry, retail, tourism
and govemment agenc:es Ra:l and power generatlon are two of ;ts key industrles :

Agrscuiture is. the reg:en 'S largest economtc da'lver with 1600 rureE holdmgs and 3000 farmers
contribuiting $1.75 billion to the State economy in an: average year. Annually, the farmers of Eyre _
Peninsula produce 40-50% of South Austrella s Wheat 20»30% of lts barley and 15% of the State 'S
sheep run on Eyre Peninsula.

This lndustry still has conssderable petential for expans;on in areas of value edd;ng the raw product,
specialised grain for niche merkets mproved technoiegles and more aggress:ve marketmg -& promotion.

- The reglon extracls a bountzful but susta;nable harvest from both iend and sea.

Altheugh compr;smg only 3 8% of the Stete s populat:on :n an averege year Eyre Pemnsule precluces
33% of South Australia’s grain harvest 65% of the State’s catch of seafoed -all of zts steel and attract
" 'more VESItOl’S than any other country tourtst Tegion in South Austrailai O




The ci:mate of Eyre Penmsula ranges from medlterranean-styfe around the coastai regsons to semi-arid
in the far north and west. SR S SRR C

Coastai temperatures range from 25 - 29 degrees C maximum in the summer, and up to 34 degrees C
infand. Winter: average maxvmums range from 15~ 18 degrees C.

The soak:ng rains so wta! for the reglon 's grain crop generaliy feli between .}une and August Annual
average ra;nfat! ranges from 490 mm at Port Lincoln to 310 mm at Ceduna.

Eyre Pemnsuia s major road hetwork is exce!lent wuth the scheduléd seaiing of the szba/Cowe!i and
Lock/EEifston roads to complete two of the remammg arter;al tmkages '

Port Lancofn and Ceduna are servaced by regutar commerc;a! air serwces wsth both airports offering
exceilent facilities for commuter aircraft. Other major country centres are serviced regularly by air
charter. Elfiston Airstrip was recently upgraded and Port L;ncoln Alrport recentiy underwent a major
upgrade mcludmg runway extensrons RS : :

- Eyre: Peninsula has a hlghiy effectwe and eff;caent mternal rali system used predommantiy to shift bulk

grain‘to Ceduna and Port Lincoln, but.also a ‘secondary line to-transport salt and gypsum to the Port of
Thevenard.” Port Lincoln has the best deepwater port in-SA, with a depth of 14.2 metres and the
capacrty to servcce fuiiy laden Penamax c!ass shtps

Above all else, |t is the re!axed ||festyle of the reg:on thet makes Eyre Peninsula a special place to live,
work and play: ... friendly people .a great place to bring up kids ... mild climate ... beautiful white sandy
beaches .. exceilent sporting facilities ... unique flora and fauna .. fabulous seafood .superb fishing ...
spectacu!ar coastal scenery .. remarkabfe rocks’ and rangee unspo:it environment ... and this special
way of iife is most affordeble . :

Although Eyre Peninsula cempr;ses Eess than four percent ef South Austraha s popuiatlon adjustedon a

‘per caplta basis this dtverse regtorz |s an extremefy produchve one by eny econemic yardstick.

ltis alsoa dynam;c reglon wsth a unaque range ef development opportun;ties and pfenty of scope:for
mvestment S . S ;

The Eyre Pemnsuia Locai Government Assec&enon is a regrena orgemsataon of councils commltted to
responsnve and innovative local government on behalf of its 12 Constituent Councils. lts members
comprise the nine District Couricils of Ceduna, Cleve, Elliston, Franklin Harbour, Kimba, Le Hunte,
Lower Eyre Peninsula, Streaky Bay, Tumby Bay and the three Citles of Port Augusta, Port Lincoln and
Whyaila

Ce!tectweiy, these councils have responsablkty for close to 30% of the Stete 5 mcorporated land area yet
cemprsse 3ust 4% of South Australza S popufetien : . _ _

All of the Assocxation S 1.we|ve Member Counc;ks have dlrect znterest in th s Masterplan, with the
exceptlon of the Cmes ef Whyaiia and F’ert Augusta albezt w:th strong mdn‘ect interest.

The Assomahon 5 commltted to the over—arch;ng prmcnpies of local democrec:y, peace ‘social,
commumty and economic justice and sus’faznable economlc deveEopment at the regional level.

Ina practscel sense, the poilcy d!’EVG!“S of thts Assocuat:on mctude the foliowmg

A practical and pro-active commatment to good tocai govemance et the regional level
- Community Development

‘Social, Community and Cultural Equzty
‘Economic Deveiopment e

' Commercuai and Cemmumty lnfrastmcture

& @ B e o




e Envrronment and Natura[ Resource Management
e Reg;enal Marketing'and’ Promotlon

Strategica!iy, the ASSociation’s ro!e in 'regronai infrastructure is further deﬁned as:

» Expand, mamtam and rmprove commererel mtreﬁnter-regronal infrastructure such as water supply,
road rail; air and sea transportation, electr!crty, gas and te!ecommumcatrons

° Enhance communrty infrastructure, by way of new and rmproved serwces/facr!mes for education and
tremmg, hosprtal/medfcal services, cultural, crvrc and recreatronel ectrwties

o Water suppfy is fdent:ﬁed as by fer and away as the regron s smgle most rmportant issue to be

addressed

Attendance.

On Fnday 5 April 2002, Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association staged an Eyre Peninsula Water
Summlt at Wudinna, desngned both’ to inform and gauge regtonat sentzment ‘on water related issues.

Key messages:

'recherge ItseIf wrth ras;ng saisnity 1eve|s e major factor

~ This scenario does not accommodate the poesrbli;ty of extended drought or
_ ..gr_eenhouse e_ffee_t_s m_._the.:me:diurn to longer-term.

The program was broken down lnto three key eiements namely

a. Deﬂm‘uon of the seriousness of the probiem or “Piumbmg the Depths of the Well”
b. Economsclcommumty ;mpec‘t of the probiem or “Growth for E:"yre regfon Just add Water”
C. Solet;ons to the prob!ern or “Burldmg a Watertrght Cese for Eyre Penmsula

Specsatsst presenters were mvsted from SA Water Department of Weter Resources EPA, United Utilities
Australia;, Fabtech, Eyre Reglonal Devetepment Board, Eyre Peninsula Natural Resource Management,
Eyre F’enmsule Catchment Water Manegement Board and regsonal operators with a water focus.

- 152 pea’sons -

“Eyre Peninsula has a serious water problem that needs early intervention - the
- solution does not ile in further exptottation of our underground basins.

Lack of adequate water is now & will continue to stunt our region's growth — new
and expanded busrness & mdustry, communlty development and environmenial
management.

Large—scale desalmenon appears to hold the most efficient & cost effective

o _selution

o Urgent need to put a mueh hrgher value on our frag;le water supphes including a
B “re think” of the frnancnat vaEue we pay for the resource

n Srm;tariy, Eyre Penmsu{a urgently needs to 1mptement practical water
conservatlon and educatlon programs at both the Eocai ‘and reg ional level.

Hsstencally, Eyre Pemnsu!e has re!;ed on suppiles of water drawn from its
underground basins, supplemented by the limited reserves sourced from the Tod
River system. Strong ‘evidence is now avarlabte to suggest that the commercial &
domestic pressure on reglon 's water resefves exceed the system’s capacity to -




Quality is also a concern - salt ieiré!s, hardness and turbidity.

Eyre Peninsula is not connected in any way to any South Australian or national
water supply — no failsafe mechanism in times of crisis.

The region nolonger believes the'sdl_ution is to be found in further exploitation of
the traditional underground water basins at the current rate.

However, without an édequaie quantity, quality and affordability of water, future
regional growth will be at best, retarded, at worst, wither and die.

Eyre -Peninsula is a vast {rian"gie: of land surrounded by unlimited water on two
sides. Itis time for some lateral thinking and innovative solutions to permanently
address the region’s future suppty of water.

The région also needs_ to adopt best pract;ce in the utilisation of natural rainfall,
_including water re-use & stormwater capture, run-off entrapment (granite outcrops,
silo storage, HDP catchments) and aquifer recharge.

More efficient domestic and industrial collection of rain and waste water will be a
key element of the program, as will the need to put a higher community value on
the region’s precious reserves of water through conservation initiatives and
practical educational programs.

First impressions:
Format, presentation and depth of the Eyre Peninsula Water Supply Master Plan is good. Simple, direct
& uncompromising language easily understood by the layperson.

However, EPLGA/ERDB would invite a “second opinion” on three strategically important elements likely
to have a fundamental bearing over the final outcomes of the Plan, and ultimately, the future of this
region, namely:

» Future predictions for regional economic development

» Forecasting population growth for the region

s The “final solution”

Our phitosophy is do it once, do it right and do itin a way that will stand the test of time.

Neither Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association nor the Eyre Regioha[ Development Board has
any insurmountable objections to the genera! directionis of the Plan, therefore it is not our intention to dot
every “I”, cross every “{" or comment on issues of minor significance.
GROSS REGIONAL PR’ODUCT

Estimate for Eyre Peninsula is quoted at $795 million — EPLGA/ERDB believes that figure is
underestimated.

Our calculations would place the Gross Regsona! Product for Eyre F’enmsula for 2001/1 well in excess of
the billion-doliar mark: : :




SECTOR GROSSREVENUE . SOURCE

FieldCrops - §381 ERDBIFood for the Future

Livestock $ 583 “ *

Dairy $ 85 ‘ " “
Horticulture $ 259 “ “

Other $ 185 “ ‘

Seafood R _$464 9 e | ‘ “

Wine. _ $ 92 S . u “
Sub-total (Food & Wine) ~ ~  $943.2 o

Touism . $1270 Hassell Tourism Strategy/BTR
TOTAL | | $1070 milion (3 MAIN INDUSTRY SECTORS ONLY)

+ Mining Sector

+ Retail & Trades Sector

+ Service Sector

+ Hospitality Sector

+ Administrative/Management Sector

+ Clerical Sector

+ Education and Health Sector '

+ Transport Sector

+ Sectors not described or stated above

it would appear tha’c for Eyre Pentnsula s three mam ;ndustrles aione there is & variance in excess of
34% to GRP ﬂguras quoted o :

Both the Association and the Board beheve that it is abso!uteiy critical that Eyre Peninsula portrays itself
as avibrant and productive region, notwithstanding the fact that we face some daunting infrastructure -
challenges and & relatively low population base. Gross Regional Product is one important yardstick by
whsch this ;udgement will be made at both the agency and pohtzcai level.

ECGNOM!C & COMMUN!TY DEVELOPMENT FORECASTING

The Assocxatton/ERDB WOou d agree in prmclpie w;th the seriousness of the reguona! water supply picture
pamted in the Master Plan. _ _ _ :

We do however have serious concerns: that these broad brush strokes reflect a minimalist or “just make
do” scenario, rather than a more positive “what if” approach to: accommodating economic, community
and population development over the riext several decades. In the past twenty years alone, Eyre
Peninsula has withessed significant economic growth in areas of aquaculture fourism,
teiecommumcataons horticulture and v;txcuiture ' _ :

That then begs the question —~ what economsc and community growth is Eyre Peninsula likely to witness
in the next twenty fifty ora hundred years'? : _

We agree entereiy with the statement “This is nearly. suff‘ CIent fo meet the penmsu!a S existing water
demands, but does riot allow for any. potentlal growth or economlc devefopment that depends on a
sustainable and reliable water suppiy' "




WATER QUALITY

We totally agree that the fuiture of Eyre Peninsuia’'s wate{ resources is not simply a matter of supply and
demand, : _

The issue of water quality is alsoa critical factor. irrespective of quantily, increasing levels of salinity,
hardness and turbidity could eventualiy render the resource useless for most domestic and commercial
applications. : : :

ADDITIONAL GROUNDWATER SU.P’F_"U_E:S

Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association/ERDB does riot believe the final solution to Eyre
Peninsula’s watér shortage lies in the further expio;tation of currently untapped groundwater supplies in
the longer term. e B _

wex*r_ _STEP'S_

EPLGA/ERDB would give in principle endorsement to the initiatives outlined as the logical next steps to
the implemen’tatio‘n of this water supply ma’ster p'fan It would add two sugges'tions to the list:.

e An aggressive regional campasgn des:gned to capture domest:c and industrial of rain and wastewater
in-a more effective and cost-efﬁc:ent manner.

® A regional public relations initiative des:gned toputa htgher communsty value on Eyre Peninsula’s
p!‘ECIOUS water reserves through conservation zmtiatwes & awareness campargns

POTENTIAL POPULAT!ON GROWTH

Potentsai Economlc Benef‘ ts estxmates the totai number of jObS (FTEs) to created through new economic
actwtty at 2155 : _ _ :

If we add a conservative famuly factor (Spouses chsldren partners etc) of 1.5 for each job created, the
number swells to 3233,

This does not take into consnderatzon any trad;t:onal economic multiplier that may apply to each industry
sector. : . _ _

However, Eyfe Peninsula’s pro;ebte'd popufétzon for 2001 is 32856 (ABS), so the Potential Economic
Beneﬁts aione will increase the region’s populat:orz by 9.8%.

OPTIONS UNDER iNVEST!GATIONS

The preferred options of Eyre Pen:nsula LocaE Govemment Assoczatlon and Eyre Regional Development
Board would be: T : IS _

Desalmatlon cf Seawater on Lower Eyre Penmsu§ _

Desalination of Brackssh Water of Tod Reservo;r (Refer quah‘fscatfon) o

integratlon of Morgan/Whya!!a ptpehne into the Eyre Peninsula water supply network

ol A

Addifional Volume ~ Minimum of 10 megalitres per day to accommodate foreseeable future
economic and commun:ty deve!opments S

itis unde;‘stood that the “f nal s oiution” Wi” be a compromase between the capacrty to deliver a
reasonable quantity/quality of water to. satisfy the needs of a reglon balancad against the caprtal and
production costs to generate that resource S




It is also’ understoad that the unlt cost of desatmation of brack:sh water is consaderabiy less than
desaimatmg seawater, : o

However, like the groundwater basins, EPLGA/ERDB classifies the Tod Reservoir as a finite resource
with potential for secondary complications, as distinct from the infinite capacity of the Southern Ocean.

Our preferred option would be a seawater desalination plant located at a place to be determined on
Lower Eyre Peninsula, feeding into the exzstmg regaonal water infrastructure.

If in the final analysis, capital/operational costs determme that we have no option but to adopt the Tod
Reservoir model, we would-ask that consideration be given to a second stage salt water feeder pipe from
Boston Bay fo Tod Reservorr be built mto the prtmary planmng/desagn stages to accommodate every
eventuality. _

POTENT!AL FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Suggest the foEiowmg emergmg, deveiopmg or potenttal mdustr;es/actav:tses be added to the list.

Agriculture

e« Production of aquaculture feed

« Niche marketing of specrahsed gram varieties (eg noodle wheat, malting barley)
= Secondary processing of the primary. product

e Escalation in market value for wool and meat across all livestock
Fishing/Aquaculture

e Fin fish aquaculture _
+ Land based abaione aquacu!ture
e Mussels '

Mining

Black and green jade deposits m Minbrie Ranges near Cowell (world’s largest deposit)
Premium class deposits of granite, marble and porphyry in Central Eyre Peninsula

Gypsum (75% of Australia’s production

Gold, uranium, copper, tungsten & other rare minerals in Gawler Craton (other than Yumbarra)

& & 9 a

Tourism

Country conventions ' '

Development of the seafcod/aquaculture expenence for the VISItO%"

Nature based or ecotourism developments '

4-star muiti storey motel development.in Port Lincoln

Ceduna Keys marina development :

Tumby Bay Marina :

Cowell tourism development plan (Jade & Aquacu!ture Interpretive Centre, boat cruises of Franklin
Harbour/Qyster Farms, CDB re-development and Coastal Ketches tourist Drive.

» Backpackers, farmstay and B & B facilities

e & 2 @& o o B

Alternative Energy

e Wmdpower— Add Yabmana (near Cowei ) and Louth Bay & U!ey (Lcwe Eyre Peninsula), with
several other proposals on. the drawzng board e




Impact o Resident Population (& wat'ér_'ciohs':ijfh‘ﬁtlibh)'.thtough tourism activity

455,600 visitbr’s’ X 4.6 nights s 36‘5 eduatés to 5734 visitors or .1'7.4% of the total regional population at
any one time, _ :

Not only is their water consumption sighiﬁcant, but likely to increase by 5 — 8% per annum.
Economic Impacts of Development Oppo'rtunitie's

The economic forecast for the Eyre Peninsula aquaculture industry is that it is likely to double its capacity
by the year 2010. S S U SR PO _

Itis s‘ignifiéaht to note thatin a tri’part_ite'rés‘é_arch and development initiative between the Tuna Boat
Owners Association, Japan’s Overseas Fisheries Foundation and the South Australian Government, the

first two experimental tuna farms were trialed off Port Linceln's North Shore. It would be fair to say that
these tentative first steps were treated with some degree of scepticism and cynicism by not only the focal
community, but also the tuna industry itself. - - '

Ten years on, tuna farming is one of the State’s economic success stories, generating $250 million per
annum in the regional economy and creating 1000 jobs. _ :

Likewise the regional tourist industry has recorded stroﬁg growth since the early eighties, more than
doubling its levels of visitation in less than two decades: '

1984/5 | | 206,000 visitors
20001 . 455,000 visitors

(Soirce — Bursau of Tourism Research)

Similar growth i visitation levels is predicted over the next decade, particularly if Port Lincoln and our
major centres target the country conventions market as expected.” Estimated growth rates for tourism
listed on Page 38 is considered to be ultra-conservative. . :

Although difficulty to predict with any certainty, rapid development within the regional mining industry
could occur at any time, with the discovery of a significant commercial ore body at Yumbarra or

elsewhere in the Gawler Craton.

Likewise, if water supply was no longer a constraint, the region would also expect to see a rapid
expansion in the field of horticulture, particularly in the sectors of premium wine grapes, olive growing,
fruit & vegetables, cut flowers and bush tucker. _

Recent growth & demand can be illustrated by the level of investment into New Residential Dwellings
and New Commercial Properties across Eyre Peninsula .

. Dwellings - ‘. o Commercial
1998/99 " $21,128,931 | $24,163,180
1999700 . $26.095563 - ~ $ 6,537,060
2000/01 $19,604,833 $ 9,902,751

YTD $27.903.417 $12.646,300

Total - ' - -._'$94,?32;2i4f  $53,249,201




There have been a number of additional land divisions planned across Eyre Peninsula, with a strong
focus on coastal real estate. - Such plans include: - :

Ceduna Keys Marlna - 500 block sub-division

e Smoky Bay 70 block sub-division
s Venus Bay 200 block sub-division
e Elliston 55 block sub-division
e Lincoln Cove Stage 3 200 block sub-division
» Perlubie Beach 8 block sub-division

Speaking of coastal towns with growth potential, we have some real concerns that the unique water
supply needs of Coffin Bay and other small coastal communities on that beautiful estuary are not
addressed anywhere within Volumes 1 and 2 of the'Master Plan. Not unlike Streaky Bay, Coffin Bay is
isolated from the main system and its fraglle water supply is retardmg development.

Power Requ;rements of Water Desa!mat:on
Wind power is seen as a fu’éﬁre’ p’ote'ntiai éhérgy‘ source to power desalination plants.

The Eyre Regionial Development Board is workmg closely with the proponents of these wind farm
proposals, and we would invite the key stakeholders to liaise closely with the Board for reguiar status
reports on these wind power pmJects

Renewabie Energy Certificates may provide an'adde_d incentive.
Ccnnectzon between Morgan Whyalla prehne & Eyre Penmsu!a Water Supply System

AEthough listed as our third pr;orsty we have some daffzcutty commg to gnps how this option could be
politically palatable when we are tapp;ng into a source of supply that is. aiready under serious stress.

integrity of the Tod Reservoir Da_m

Given that the Tod River Desalination model is high on the priority list for further consideration, we read
with considerable conicern about the integrity of the Tod Reservoir, hamely leakage though the dam wail
and limitations on storage capacity.. More information please?

Surely this must place a serious ques’tio_‘n mark over the Tod Reservoir option.

Changing bynamics of Eyre Peninsula’s Traditional Labour Market

Over the past several decades, Eyre Peninsula has observed a contraction in the number of people
employed i agriculture, as economic necessity has witnessed the trend towards larger and larger farms,
combined with significant advances in farmlng methods and equtpment technotogy

At the same time the level of product!\nty in Eyre Penmsuia s b|ggest mdustry has increased
considerably. :

Example (A)

50 years ago in the Hundred of Pygery in the District Council of Le Hunte, 39 sections of land were
oceupied and operated by 39 separate farmers.. Today those 39 sections are owned by 14 landowners,
of which only 9 reside in the district.

Examp!e B N '
During the tough years of the mid~erght:es of the 28 sfudents ofa Year 12 class in Kimba, only three
have remained in the district. : :




A broadacre cereal growing operat:on in Cummms =

1960 family farm of 3200 acres:

1997 operat.ron consists of 5500 acres

72% increase in size, a doubling of the’ return per acre but the number of employment weeks remains
the same

Casuaf wages paid for essential work reduced by half

Example (D) _

Across Eyre Peninsula, our brightest young peop!e are completing their secondary education, then
leaving the region to pursue tertiary studies en route to their chosen career. A large number never return
due to lack of appropriate job opponfumt:es at the reglonal level.

This involuntary expon of the cream of this reg:on s youth has s:gmf“ cant implications for Eyre
Penmsula 8 future . _

However Eyre Peninsula has been rlchiy blessed masmuch as that the contractzon in rural jobs has
been taken Up by sustainable growth in other areas, namely aquacuiture and tourism.

On a per cap:ta basis, Eyre Penansula isan _extremeiy productlve and hlgh-expomng region, with
significant potential for growth in the following areas:

s Cereal and pulse -production_,- Wit_h-pa;ﬁcuiar‘ emphasis on specialisation (eg noodle wheat/malting
bartey), value adding and sec‘:on'dary 'pmcessing opportunities

e Aquaculture - tuna faming, iand based abalone, fin fish farming, lobster grow-out, oysters, prawns,
mussels, scallops and Izmated freshwatar aquacu!ture

» Tourism - nature based or ecotounsm country conventsons backpackers farmstay, marine-based
actav;ty packaged tours and antematlonal vnsﬁa’eson '

o Horticulture ~ Canoia premlum wine grapes oilves puises fﬁonculture and bush tucker

¢ Mining - Heavy meta}s in Gawier Craton stone processing of marble gramte and porphyry, iron ore
at top of the Gulf, jade, gypsim and graphlte

. Steelmak;ng and manufactunng/;ndustr;a! capacsty of the cities of Whyalla and Port Augusta
However that growth will be severely stunted w:thout an adequate and affordabEe supply of water.
The Issue of Equrty

Eyre Penmsuia is huge in size, remote in Eocatzon diverse in actlv:ty and sparse in population.

Eyre F’emnsula is in many ways emgmat;c Itis rich in opportumty for eéconomic development, but in
many areas, poor in the fundamental infrastructure needed to support that deve!opmeni

On a per.capita basis, Eyre Pemnsu!a is'a most productlve region, generatmg in.an average year:

A third of South Australia’s grazn harvest N

» Two thirds of the State’s catch of seafood

e Most \ns:ted country tourist reglon in- South Austra!;a

o Onei in every six of the Sta’te s sheep run on Eyra Pen;nsu!a

¢ On a per capita basns itis orie of Aust;"aha s most aggresszve and successfut exporters




Eyre Penmsula has never asked for specsal treatment but it does ask for a bit of equity.

° Reglon covers a patch the size of Tasmama populated by 56 500 resourcefu!/resuhent souls.

« Local road network of 12,700 km., of which 95% is unsealed. or put another way - 17.4% of State’s
local roads with only 3.8% of the popuiat:on That equates to the road dlstance one would travel
around Australia on Haghway 1.

Median size of on of our councils is 4000 sqg. krrt., or doubie the State average

Median council popuiatson of 5143, or roughly one quarter of the State average

Median EP council revenue is under $4 million, less than one-third of the State average

‘Constraints imposed by the vast size and remoteness of Eyre Peninsula are considerable. Distance
from Pt. Lincoln to Border Vitlage equates to Melbeurne o Sydney via the Hume Highway.

Some vntal statastlcs

: Coﬁncii .Pephia:tieh Area _-Reads_'_ Seaied Income | Expense | Staff
DC of Ceduna 3556 | 5445 | 1671 50 $3.60 $3.56 | 26
DC of Cleve 1,910 | 4493 | 1476 | 56 | $1.86 | $2.07 22
DC of Elliston 1,241 | 6,693 | 1,148 | 30 $212 | $1.97 23
DC of Frankiin Harbour | - 1,227 | 3,283 | - 940 29 $1.13 $1.11 13
DC of Kimba | 1,288 | 3974 | 1697 | 28 $1.61 $1.58 12
DC of Le Hunte | 1552|5381 | 1,805 | 76 $2.02 $2.35 16
DC of Lower Eyre 4892 | 4763 | 1335 | 65 $3.44 $3.55 28
DC of Streaky Bay 1,958 | 6251 | 1725 | 38 $2.65 $2.38 19
DC of Tumby Bay 2725 . | 2674.| 1,088 | 37 | -$224 $2.40 16
Sub-Total .| 20099 | 42957 | 12,885 | 409 | $20.67 | §2097 | 175
Average Rural EP | 2233 | 4773 | 1,432 | 45 | 8230 $2.33 | 19.44
City of Port Lincoln 13,102 | 32 154 .| 139 $7.00 $7.18 56
Whyalla City Council - | 23,650 | 1,033 | 272 206 | $1260 | $1219 | 144
City of Port Augusta | 13,853 | 1,193 | 413 | 165 $14.43 | $13.89 | 135
TOTAL EPLGA 70,704 | 45215 | 13,724 | 919 $54.70 | $54.23 | 510
Average 5892 | 3768 | 1,144 | 77 $456 | $4.52 | 425
SUMMARY

Both the Eyre Pemnsuia Locai Govemment Assomatron and the Eyre Regzonal Devetopmeni Board have
the future supply of water to this region at the very top of thesr agendas,

The timing of Eyre Pemnsuia Water Suppiy Master P!an is ideal. In addition to all the obvious reasons, it
coincides with the community consultation element of the Eyre Peninsula Catchment Water
Management Plan and the mpiementat;on of the Eyre Pemnsula Natural Resource Management
Strategic Plan. - _ :




As a closing comment, the final Communsque issued at the closure of the Eyre Peninsula Water Summit
in Wudinna on Fnday 5 April states Eyre Pen;nsula s posmon on water clearly and simply:

"By the end of the decade, the people of Eyre Peninsula set themselves the challenge of being totally
self-sustaining in areas of economic activity, environmental management and community growth, by way
of a combination of desalination and conservation to deliver adequate supplies of potable water to all of
its communities.

This goal to be achieved in a spirit of cooperation, coordination and commitment between the people of
Eyre Péninsula and its key regional orgamsatfons with support from relevant agencies in both the state
and federaf arenas.”

This 1 mission to be conveyed by this meeting to relevant wafer authorities, government agencies and
appropriate portfolio mmfsters/m_c_embers of parliament.

It would be accurate to say that this region i not looking for a couple of bandaids to staunch the
bteecﬁng for the rest, Of the deca‘de :

We are lookmg for long’ term soluticns to enab[e this vast Peninsula region to grow and prosper for the
next fifty to a hundred years.

It goes without saying that we believe those solutions need to be put in place sooner rather than later.

The above Communique records an ambitious commitment of a resourceful and resilient community o
deliver an adequate and affordable supply c_:f water to the region by the end of the decade.

The possibili{y of failure does not bear thinking about! Needless to say, the people of Eyre Peninsula
would appreciate any assistance on offer along the way.

Yours sincerely

VANCE THOMAS
Executive Officer _
Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association

12 August 2002
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