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PUBLIC HEARINGS, INSPECTIONS AND DISCUSSIONS








Witnesses at public hearings





Canberra, Wednesday 29 October 1997





National Farmers Federation





	Mr Donald McGauchie


	President





	Mr Lyall Howard


	Director


	Trade and Quarantine








Canberra, Wednesday 26 November 1997





Australian Horticultural Corporation





	Mr John Baker


	Managing Director





	Mr Neil Offner


	Export Development Manager








Canberra, Wednesday 3 December 1997


Grains Council of Australia





	Mr Neil Fisher


	Executive Director





	Ms Kirsten Pietzner


	Research Officer





�
Canberra, Wednesday 4 March 1998


Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade





	Mr Graeme Thomson


	Principal Advisor


	Trade Negotiations Division





	Mr David Morgan


	Director


	Market Development Division





	Ms Louise Hingee


	Executive Officer


	Trade Negotiations Division





Australian Trade Commission





	Ms Lyndel Jack


	National Manager


	Agribusiness





	Mr Kym Hewett


	General Manager


	Major Opportunities Group





	Ms Carolyn Lloyd


	Manager


	Parliamentary Relations








Canberra, Wednesday 11 March 1998


Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS)





	Mr Paul Hickey


	Executive Director





	Mr Denis Paterson


	Acting Director


	Quarantine and Export Operations Division





	Dr Robert Ikin


	Senior Manager


	Plant Quarantine Policy Branch





	�
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) (continued)





	Dr Richard Roe


	Senior Principal Veterinary Officer


	Animal Quarantine Policy Branch








Canberra, Wednesday 25 March 1998


Department of Primary Industries and Energy





	Mr Bernie Wonder


	Acting Executive Director


	Corporate Group





	Dr Dennis Gebbie


	Assistant Secretary


	International Branch





	Mr Robert Calder


	Assistant Secretary


	Agribusiness Branch





	Mr Lew Loudon


	Director


	Dairy Branch, Livestock and Pastoral Division





	Mr Dominic Pyne


	Director


	Multilateral Trade Strategy Section


	International Branch





ABARE





	Mr Ivan Roberts


	Senior Economist





�
Inspections and Discussions





Friday, 11 July 1997 - Kununurra and Ord River


	Discussions with representatives of Agriculture Western Australia.





	Inspection of the Ord River Irrigation Area.





	Discussion with Mr Tim Croot, Chair, Kimberley Beef Industry and Animal Health.





	Discussion with Mr Rob Boshammer, Chair, Ord River Grain Pool and inspection of Mr Boshammer's farm.





	Discussion with Dr George Gardiner, Chair, Ord River District Cooperative and 


	Mr Wilhelm Bloecker, Chair, Tropical Agriculture Team.


	Discussion with Mr Neill Farmer, Manager, CSR Ord Sugar and inspection of the sugar mill.





	Discussion with Ms Sharon Mason, Chair Kununurra Horticultural Producers Association and representative of the horticulture industry.





	Discussion with Mr Peter McCosker, Ord Project Coordinator.








Saturday, 12 July 1997 - Bullo River Station


	Meeting with Ms Sara Henderson, owner of Bullo River Station and inspection of aspects of Bazadaise and Bullion  cattle breeding operations at Bullo River, and discussions with Mr Bernard (Bernie) O’Kane, President, Bazadaise Breeders of Australia Inc.








Monday, 4 August 1997 - Toowoomba and surrounds


	Meeting and discussions with representatives of the Queensland Departments of Premier and Cabinet, the Department of Primary Industries, the Department of Small Business and the Department of Industry and Economic Development and Trade.





	Inspection at Gatton of a packhouse operated by the Queensland Fruit and Vegetable Growers and discussions with local producers.





	Inspection at Warwick of 'Miandetta' operated by Mr Ian Nielsen, and discussions with local pork producers.





�
Tuesday, 5 August 1997 - The Darling Downs


	Discussions at 'Mallawah', operated by Mr Cecil Appelt, with representatives of the Queensland Graingrowers Association and local grain growers.





	Discussions at 'Wainui' feedlot with representatives of the Australian Lot Feeders Association, the Cattlemen's Union and the United Graziers' Association.





	Inspection of 'Silverleigh' operated by Mr Ron Rosenberg, District Councillor of the Queensland Dairyfarmers Organisation.








Monday, 18 August 1997 - Adelaide


	Discussion with Mr Keith Chiswell of A Raptis and Sons.





	Discussions with the Chief Executive and staff of the South Australian Department


	of Primary Industries.





	Discussions with Mr David Cain, Chief Executive Officer of the Citrus Board of South Australia and Mr Bob Curren, Executive Director of the Australian Citrus Growers Federation.





	Discussions with Mr Malcolm May of Balco Australia Pty Ltd and Mr Murray Smith, President of the South Australian Hay Exporters Association.





	Discussion with Mr Sandy Murdoch, Managing Director of Metro Meat International Ltd.





	Meeting at Magill with Mr Kevin O'Brien, International Manager of the Australian Wine Export Council.





	Meeting at Lenswood with Mr Bruce Plummer, Chair, and Ms Heather Churchill, Export Coordinator of the South Australian Horticultural Export Company.








Tuesday, 19 August 1997 - Renmark and surrounds


	Discussion in Kingston with Mr Stephen Bradshaw, Export Manager, 


	Kingston Estate and inspection of the Kingston Estate Winery.





	Meeting in Renmark with representatives of Yandilla Park Pty Ltd and Vitor Marketing and with local fruit growers and inspections of export citrus and 


	stonefruit packing operations.





	Discussion with Mr Robert Bastian, Managing Director, Almondco Australia and


	inspection of Almondco's almond processing facility.





	Meeting with Mr Rick Edmonds, Chairperson, Riversun Pty Ltd and inspection of 


	Mr Edmonds' farm.





�
Wednesday, 20 August 1997 - Adelaide


	Meeting and inspection with Mr Paul Mariani, Executive Chairman and Mr Robert Blenkiron, Managing Director of Angas Park Fruit Company.








Monday, 8 September 1997 -  Orange, Nashdale, Manildra and Parkes


	Discussions with officers of the Department of Agriculture.





	Discussions with Mr Ray Taylor and Mr John Healey of Challenge Implements and inspection of Challenge Implements factory.





	Discussions in Nashdale with Mr Cliff Armstrong, Chairman, Fruit Section, NSW Farmers Association, Mr Peter McClymont, Chairman of Towac and other apple growers from the district.





	Discussions in Manildra with Mr Dick Honan, Mr John Campbell, Mr Neville Yeatman and Mr Bill Allport, all associated with the Manildra group of companies. Following discussions there was an inspection of the Manildra flour mill.





	Discussion in Parkes with Mr Roger Middlebrook, General Manager of Austop Topmaking Services Limited and inspection of the Austop plant.








Tuesday, 9 September 1997 -  Dubbo and surrounds


	Discussions at 'Buddah Station', near Narromine, with local farmers:


	Mr Tom McKeon, Manager 'Buddah Station';  Mr Max Bourke, Macquarie River Food and Fibre, Mr Trevor Roberts, Mr Andrew Sippel, Mr Michael Bennet and 


	Mr Tony Barlow.





	Discussion at 'Haddon Rig’ with Mr George Faulkiner, Station Manager.





	Discussions at Warren with Mr Pat Cuffe, Manager, Broken Hill Exports and 


	Councillor Rex Wilson, Mayor of Warren.





	Discussion in Dubbo with Mr Roger Fletcher, Fletcher International Exports Pty Ltd.








Wednesday, 5 November 1997 - Devonport


	Discussions in Devonport with representatives of United Milk Tasmania: 


	Mr Bryan Ward, General Manager; Mr John Hughes, Company Secretary and 


	Mr Pat Curren, Marketing Manager.


�
Thursday, 6 November 1997 - Devonport and surrounds


	Discussions with officers of the Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries:  





	Discussion at Forth with Mr Neil Armstrong of Forth Farm Produce and inspection 


	of the Forth Farm Produce fresh vegetable packing plant.





	Discussion at Turners Beach with Mr Anthony Brandsema of Brandsema Farms and inspection of vegetable growing operations.





	Discussions in Devonport with Mr David West, Chief Engineer and Mr Les Revell, Plant Manager of Simplot Australia.  The discussions were followed by an inspection of Simplot's Devonport vegetable processing factory.





	Discussions in Elizabeth Town with Ms Jane Bennett, Mr Michael Bennett and 


	Mr John Bennett of Ashgrove Farm Cheese.








Friday, 7 November 1997 - Longford and surrounds


	Discussions with Mr Peter Fitzgerald, Director, and Ms Sherry Whately, Manager, of Tasmanian Quality Meats.





	Discussion in Perth with Mr Julian Wolfhagen, Managing Director of the Tasmanian Honey Company.





	Discussions in Evandale with representatives of Tasmanian Quality Wool: Mr Gavin Gibson, Deputy Chairman, Mr Robert Wallace, State Wool Manager, Websters Ltd and Board Member, and Mr Andrew Johnston, Wool Industry Development Section, Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries and Board Member.





	Discussions in St Leonards with Mr John Kelly of Lenah Game Meats.








Tuesday, 10 February 1998 - Yarck, Mansfield, Alexandra and Yarra Glen


	Discussion in Yarck with Mr Donald Coles, General Manager of Valley Seeds.





	Discussions in Mansfield with Mr Don Lidgerwood, Chairman, Mr Doug Parkhill, Director, and Mr Shane Callahan, Manager of Vicseeds Pty Ltd.


	


	Discussion in Alexandra with Mr David Godding of JL Gould Sawmills Pty Ltd and Mr Craig Anderson of Neville Smith Timber Industries Pty Ltd.





	Discussions at the Goulburn River Trout Farm with representatives of the aquaculture industry:  Mr Hugh Meggitt, Goulburn River Trout Pty Ltd, Mr Robert Wood, Narangi Trout Farm, Murrundindi, and President of the Australian Trout and Salmon Farmers Association and Mr Shee Bok Yong, Tommy Finn's Trout Farm, Warburton.


�
	Discussions at Dixons Creek with representatives of the Yarra Valley Wine Industry including Mr Peter Ferguson, President, Yarra Valley Wine Growers Association, Mr Tony Jordan, Domaine Chandon Wines, Ms Leanne De Bortoli and Mr Brenton Roneberg of De Bortoli Wines and Ms Judith White, Executive Officer, Yarra Valley Wine Growers Association.





Wednesday, 11 February 1998 - Gembrook and Melbourne


	Discussions were held in Yarra Glen with representatives of the Murray Region Supermarket to Asia Forum: Mr Graeme Gledhill, Mr Trevor Keele, Mr Peter Gray, Mr Ron Ghiggino and Mr Andrew Win.





	Discussions were held in Gembrook with Mr Peter Sypkes, Manager, Austflora pacific and Dr David Beardsell, Institute for Horticultural Development.





	Discussions were held in the offices of the Department of Natural Resources and Environment with representatives of Food Victoria, Agriculture Victoria, the Food Industry Advisory Council and Business Victoria.





	Discussions were held in Melbourne with Mr Ross Mellor OBE, Facilitator, Habitat Trust and Mr Elio Comello, Secretary, Habitat Trust, Mr Glen Thompson, Finance Director and Export Manager, Dimantina & Co Wholesale Fruit Merchant and Mr Bruce Fasham, exporter.








Canberra, Wednesday 1 April 1998


	Briefing:


	Mrs Christene Capel


	Senior Project Officer


	Office of Rural Communities, Queensland





	Ms Margaret Carroll


	Coordinator


	Rural Women's Network


	NSW  Agriculture





	Mrs Helen Cathles


	Rural Women's Network


	State Advisory Committee


	NSW Agriculture





	Mrs Vicki Dickman


	Project Development Officer


	GrowZone Development Network





	Ms Dorothy Dunn


	Australian Women in Agriculture, Victoria











Canberra, Wednesday 8 April 1998 


	Briefing:


	Mr Carlos Moreira


	United Nations Trade Point Development Centre (UNTPDC)





	Mr Malcolm Hutchinson


	International Secure Electronic Transcation Centre (ISET)
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