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a pivotal role in well being. The early years of the
has two the supply

an to provide, the as food
as had the This will be

by the in oil and coal.

are the in world 3
in 1959 to 9 in less fifty the of this century.

It is be in to provide
the and to the and requirements.

It to be that there is in the
particularly in the media, of the pivotal role of rural industries. So the for training,

and of skills in the industries is pivotal.

In a policy from the N.S.W. Government and the Department of Agriculture
(now of Primary Industry) in December 1998 it was claimed, "The

of lost agriculture production due to degradation of natural resources is $700
million a year. Agricultural industry are committed to reducing
Unfortunately, resource pricing and the market for agricultural products do not

environmental costs." This reflects a major problem to halt
and to to restore the already done, or at best, contain it. This

can be relatively well defined as "old cultivation", over-grazed country, fertility
and soil

For the Soil Conservation Service of N.S.W. out of
leaving six Soil Conservation Research Stations redundant in the while the

loss of accumulated knowledge followed the or of
the research and extension people who had been employed.

Then in the N.S.W. Department of Agriculture (Department of Primary Industry),
the staff has offered redundancy twice in the last couple of decades. This,

structures and knowledge and for
extension, and for training staff.



and and for
and for future

two are for N.S.W. at the a role in
is far from acknowledged or achieved elsewhere within

Australia.

It is this in and the and
on the viability of rural Action of Governments has

in

There is the of the Soil Conservation Service has
an and In 1946 the on Soil
Conservation formed. In 1971 the Committee published "A Study of, and Finance
for Conservation", The in the of Australia
230,000 or 147,000,000 30% of the by
soil to In the and of N.S.W.
22 million were by major erosion.

The the would
be in one years, to this to thirty years. This objective

In N.S.W., the Soil Service put of
article "Soil Erosion still our Major Problem." M Woods,

2002). This has to 1 and 2 of the Terms - is
no the by

in N.S.W. no in Australia) to the for expertise in
soil

In the the of Agriculture had a far is
It highly and acceptance, as did the Soil

The of experiment and
in N.S.W. is Even the of activity by is

In the and and
on - this is in decline.

At the to and
of agriculture. The relatively poor or

and
on the of those choosing in in the Public

are for the Public Service. Within the
positions are with usually from one to

of continuity and



It is and
(including Agricultural High Schools) are not in in

University It is
University are less in in agricultural

in

It to be the of the 20th on has
ever before. Even in Australia, with a little over two

of increasing use and exploitation, a legacy now of widespread
soil due to many factors. Despite and
soil slowed down but still while soil use is

and will to

only yielding crops and
can be - yet profitability still only/achieved wreal in 3 or

4 in 10 Rowe, University of
New England 1998).

is a of soil - now
real and fertility These are in cultivated soils many with less 50

of use and to the for food, "Buy Low - Why
Pay More". There is no the cost of food the

the soil.

There is and advisory services provided by
are in view of the There is an ever-
for to service particularly in the of

soil to and

of the

A for be and
to the role for - the two to

and

To this role the obvious is the collection of information on the
This is a for

In the the inventory on the of soil erosion an
for the to and

It is that the Congress of the United of America has of the
for for for the

10 April, 1956. On the Secretary of Agriculture every of
the U.S. of Agriculture for use and

co-operate in of measures to
and the for all the They



to the and
It is the Congress had to act on the which were

disclosed.

Every 1977 the U.S. Conservation in the U.S.
of Agriculture a National Inventory (NRI) which

800,000 and 200 to the and of
the nation's resources, primarily on land. The University of Iowa

the this

The U.S. Soil and Water Conservation Society in a "Fact - of Soil" claimed,
"Each NRI a in of how is and of

resources,"

The the to the and
can be by the of those employed within the U.S. Department of

this - the
Service directly 10800 with 8000 district

There are 2565 Field Officers. are
involved.

The to be and for of the
of the can be

to and use is and to any
These can be over by the

- and can be
These are soil to to air and all forms of

life.

To the the U.S. the Bill (2002)
for to the of $38 billion. This

the to
Monitoring is to process.

In

are for and for
This monitoring, is

in and in Certainly no are
on For the with the last major
in N.S.W. river

of soil the topsoil. What the costs?

This is to to
It is to the to the "state of
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to be on a wide to a National/ Resource
There Is to and for the ever

for and fibre. A responsibility for all communities to
the The wilt rest with
the nation's and fibre but will objective policies to

There is an for an on, the of the to the
nation's in particular, the Government. As a first

an be for and
an objective.

An so obviously and
and the with costs and supply of energy
to be for The

of resources is an of this evaluation. To this end, the of
in and the of public in

field, and the of collaborating such as CRCs is an


