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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STANDING COMMITTEE ON
PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND

REGIONAL SERVICES

9 Homestecad Road

Iyah

Via Home Hill Qld 4806
28 February 2001

The Committec Secretary

Standing Committee on Primary Industries and Regional Scrvices
House of Representatives

Canberra A.C.T.2600

Dear Sir / Madam

R;: Inquiry igno development of high technology industries in regional Australia based on
Bio-prospecting.

Plcasc refer to thf: Joint NGO statement on the review of Articlc 27.3 (b) of the WTO TRIPS
agreement — Review of TRIPS (Trade-Related Intellectual Propenty Rights).

I submit that Article 27.3(b) be amended to clarify that life forms and living processcs cannot
be pate‘nl.ed. Granting of patents on plant life is a distortion of the patent law system which
was qngmally intended to protect mechanical inventions and not to aliow corporations and
individuals private rights and ownership over biological and genctic resourccs, traditional
knowledge and genetically modified organisms, in order to obtain monopoly profits.

Anlti-competitive rights or practices which may threaten food sovereignty of developing
countries must be prevented. Traditional farming practices, including the right to save and
exchange seeds must be preserved.

The hnglemcntalion date of Article 27.3(b) should be extended until five years afier the
complction of the substantive review of this Article.

Yours faithfully
5. M“‘Lﬁ"

Elcanor M. Betteridge (Mrs)



