J M Harley c/- Public Advocates’ Office

: L8 ABC Building
85 North East Road
Collinswood
South Australia 5081
Phone: (08) 8342 8204

1:8 Apmf 2005 SECTELATY: v ocerrverreernnesanseenesessssssissssans
,he Secretary

mittee on ASIO, ASIS and DSD
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

If)ear Sir or Madam Secretary,

Re: Rev:ew of Division 3 of Part lll of the Australian Security Intelligence
ggmsgtlon Act 1979. : '

I am the chalrman of the Human Rights Coalition. It is a bpdy in South Australia
representmg various community organisations and individualg who are dedicated to
educatmg people about human rights and the need for legislafion to protect them.

It is the view of the Coalition that when Parliament is reviewing the ASIO Act there
should be in place human rights legislation against which cl}nges to the ASIO Act

should be balanced. As you are aware all other Western Countries whose legal
systems are grounded in English common law have adopted a domestic Bill of
nghts eg Canada New Zealand, the USA, South Africa and the United Kingdom.

Wlthout a Blll of Rights there is no domestic reference point or mechanism, judicial or
.etherw:se for determining whether rights have been unduly undermmed by n: tional
security laws. o B

As a result there is no check upon the power of Parliament to|abrogate human rights
and it is left to the goodwill of politicians to do. This chegk is not effective and
underlines the need for a Bill of Rights in Australia.

Yours sincerely

John Harlev
Chalrman
_kf_l_u_man nghts Coalition




