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24™ March 2005

Committee Secretary -

Parliamentary Joint Committee on ASIO, KSTSEADSD

Parhamant House teaiom Nps ,

Canberra ACT 2600 Submission No—\l
Date Received:ZQ.:a:Qk...

Dear Secretary Secretary: — .

Revie of ASI’O’s‘ special pc wers relatmg to terronsm offences / ﬁtained in Division 3

Ve appreciate the opportunity to paryticipatebin the above review.

leerpool Women s Health Centre is a community orgamsatlon, which offersa range of

a total of '8652 contacts. Scme Qf the services provxded mclude, chmcal, tematwe therapies,
legal, counselling, health education and health promotion. Women who are financially, socially
and geographically disadvantaged predominantly access these services. -

We wish to express the following concerns regarding the operation, effectiveness and implications

of Division 3 Part III of the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation Act1979 (‘the Act’)
particularly in relation to the refugee women and their families who have had experiences of

; ~torture and trauma and the lmpact of such a review on their mental health|and well -being:

"Breadth of ASIO Special Powers Relatmg to Terronsm Offences

~ ASIO’s powers to detain and question (‘ASIO’s special powers’) are not limited to those suspected
of involvement in terrorist activities or links to terrorist organizations. Anyone with important
information relating to terrorism activities could be the subject of detention and questioning.

In previous times, the extremely broad definition of terrorism adopted in the Act may have
included actmtles assoclated with the Afrxcan Natlonal Congress (ANC) d East Tlmorese

an éértmn other authorities. ThlS means that 1t isan offence to tell one’s friend, family and
commumty what occurred.

The serious and, coercive nature of ASIO’s special powers is exacerbated by the secrecy that
- surrounds them. The capacity of individuals and communities to express ¢oncern about the
exercise of the powers and to keep ASIO accountable for its actions is curtailed.

A system of open and accountable ‘government and government agencies |s a prerequisite for true
and meaningful democracy. These laws open the door for abuses of power and, of even greater

concern, the concealment of these abuses. The secrecy provisions contained in the act are
unreasonable inan open, democratlc somety and should be amended. :
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Right to silence

questioned under the ASIO Powers have no right to silence. Failureito answer questions is a
ble by up to five years’ imprisonment. Failure to answer queftions is an offence even
does not have the information ASIO is seekirig, unless the person can show that they

great.concern to us that

hat ASIO permits the
isjpermitted to contact a
> they have a chance to
ce Where a pcrson s chosen lawyer is deemed to be a secutlity risk they may be
, ntactmg that Iawyer Where a person’s lawyer is found to be disruptive during

s specml powers.

s
‘This lack of mdependent mformatxon underm'  the capacity of orgamzatxons shch as ours to
| comment on the operation, effectiveness and implications of the ASIO powers It also impedes the
§ Cormmttee s abxhty to conduct an effective review.

‘Thank you for your consideration of this submmsmn If you requxre further information, please do
not hesitate t to cantact me on 9601 3555. :

Yours faithfully
Rana Qummouh :
|On behalf of Liverpool Women’s Health Centre




