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Dear Committee Secretary

hn into the Draft Offshore Petroleum Amendment (Greenhouse Gas S?orag«j 1WI

I he-Tenaotics and N&uve f We Division of ih<? Anerrvv-^tteral't* Department advises il.c
A»?orrx> t «cneu! or natn c title issues. The Attorney-General administers most paits o f tho
xttthc il'.e Aa 1993 and has o\ era!! ttsponsibmtv for the aaint, title

"A -i ,̂ avc assessed the draft Offshore Peiroleuin Amendment ((sreenhou^c Gas Storage) Bil
(she 3*M) agaii.j-1 :hc pr.ncioles and objoctixc^ of the native title system and consider it prcn
up^ropi vS^ "xisis tor managinji the interaction betw eon 'he rights of grecnttouse ga.-> opentk?:s UK!
thoss, li'natnc tide parties in oiT&borc Oomiuoiavealth viators

! AC \nv\v i Hie Act would ensure that grams of greaiknBe gas cities i nder the Bill arc vol'cL
wl" uc gi\ wu i<»«>,stere<i native *tt!t claimants and holders ihc f»anu* proeeduial ngli.^ i^ K»iovtN o.'
ecirespt>t>d:njx r.oii- native utlc imcrehts. for example, ifiwldcrs <>f ilshing licences aie oonMj'>c<'
aboi«t grants oi ugJUK uiulei the HilL regis(eret.i native litU claniiatjiv and holder must 61-o bo
c >nsuhe<l I 'ie Bti! t»lso require holder of greenhouse gas rights to hrut -heii intet fore:.e** A -»;
the ei'jovinei-t cfn<iti\c title rights and inlcre^b, ajn^^teni with the reasonabte exercise oi tlu-i"
rights k£\4 puifonnaneeuf their duties.

IVOJI a nauve title perspceth'e. we consider that tht, B:i! fro\4des an appiapnatc moJol th«f coulc
:v <-'.\o >ted or a nsmonal basu for offsl ore 'ircas.

D'ftcrent provisions of the Native * it!e- Act uill appl> to the grant of g«"cetihousc .w
H c t'tuterstdfid 'hat ifuse ngnts w<ntld be granted under State and'! onritow legis'otioK. and ih< t
sci iv State petrokum and gas tegLS!atton ajjeadj piovidc^ foi -he Uanspor, and stoutge o',
se'vs^axoi. sncladiag carbon-dioxide, Ihc native liile mipiseatson.s <»f JegiskUion tck,n*ata%
g**ê rihi>MS<* ga» gonrs ova* onshore area** t*rc potentiail> inojv complex th^n for ot1>Kore dtet^
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1 o ensure a level claying fieki between jurisdictions, fsimeM to n.nive tif;o parties and certainty far
industry, st is degrade thai shore be a nationally consist ui I appieaoh to greenhouse ga> nghis <•. id
native title- onshore, which takes appropriate account of the impacl of such granb on native liUe
rights at id interests.

The action officer for this matter is Matthew Dines who can be contacted on 02 6218 692 j ,

"Yours sncercly

Korn- \iin Smiln
Aotiixg Assisciuit Secretary
fitiirc Acts dtid System Coordination Branch

IJcpliu.ic. 0? 62IX 69^5
l«KM*milc 0? 6218 6889
r.-r^iit Kcm-Ann.Smith@ag.gov.au
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