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House of Representatives

House Standing Committes on Primary Industries and Resources
Attn: Committee Secretary

PO Box 6021

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2608

Climate Change”

As a commercial grower of prémium advanced trees and shrubs for the landscapé and developrment
industries, | waltome the oppbriunityto rigke a submissioninto the role of governimient in assisting
farmers to adeptto the impact of dimate change.

This submission s made Inthecontest of Bargsiow Wholesale Nursery being a primary producer
ard-commercial production nursery business. The comments following focus on the lssues affecting
production nurseries and those maintaining greeniife {rotdil garden ventres) asimpacted by dimate
chanige and in addition, suggestions onthe governmment's role In helping primaty producers adapt on
Farm to climate change and promote research, extension snd raning to help farmers adaptto
climate change.

Bangaiow Wholesale Nursery Is g representative and member of the Nursery and Garden industry of
Australla [NGIA}, Nurseryand Garden Industry of NSW & ACT [NGINA) and the Northern Rivers
Region of NGINA, Itis my understanding the NGIA will be making a submission onbehalf of industry
and consider the lssues of greenhoyse emissionsand dimate change response and the-opportunities
which this commitiee and Government could congider,

Our-production nursery is locsted 5t Brookler with the Notthesn Rivers Reglon of NSW which
containg numerous large production nursery businesses and allied nursery raders produdng snd
supplving & range of greeniife and sssociated products to commerdial and retall sectors. The nursery
industry is the largast primary production enterptise in the region with a farm gate value in excess of
S$83mp/fe. inaddition to nursery businesses, there are numierous intensive horticulturs! operations
such as: blueberrles, macadamizs, stonefruit and sugarcane.

Prior to establishing the nursery In the Northern Rivers Region a significant amount of research was
undertaker to determine the dimatic risk factors assticisted with opevating & production nursery
within fustralis. The Brookletiocationwas selected due-tothe favourahle meteorologicsl data




{temperature range, rainfall) under Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) and supportive evidence from
local reference work undertaken 1o reduce the risk ofextreme climetic svents ofcurring, such as:
hail, drought, flogding, frost and peak maximum temperatures.

Irvaddition to researching the dlimatic sonditions (BOM: datsy and planndng for these provisions to
minimise the risk of riot havivg sufficlent and sustaingblesuess to namrai*mswmmx the nurssey
infrastructire was devéloped to optimise water use efficiency and reduce the risicof storm demage.
The planning was undertaken according to the Information provided ss best management practice
{BMP) to account for metaorological data relevant to the time, What we have experienced are
weather events which have excesded expectations according to BOM data which we believe s a
result of dimate changs.

The implementation of water tecycling systems, efficlent irrfigation and drainags systems have coped
with the extreme rainfall svents in the past 18 months, These rainfall events have regularly
excesded rainfall data for 1 in 20 yvear storn events:

Tha seemingly increased frequancy and férocity of these rainfall events in the past 18 months
felative th the previous 5 years have also basn sccompanied with several hall storms and Wwind
events which have caused significint démage to protdtiction nursery trops end infrastructure, The
hatt and wind svents which can be described 3¢ twisters are not solafed toour nursgry with these
experienced within the wider Northern Rivers Region.

The concern we have 5 the decision to woluntadly Investin erecting hall netting structures which
have been designed tocope with low level Ball svents have falled causing massive damage to
infrastructure and crops growing under the structures. The hallnet i use was desighad and everted
with the biest scientific information at the time and risk sssessment-prior to the impacts of climate
changs,

tn many instances Insurance Companies arereviewing their level oPacceptable risk regarding
coverage to pritnary producers and whiat is offerfed in the premium,. Dusto the experience and now
knowledge of some Insurance Companisshaving to deahwith “acts of god” or declared natural
disaster zones, they are mitigating thelr risk by restricting their offer to inswre. An example of this s
many insurance companies falling to offer coverof hail net structures and trop demage/lossshould
the net fail, '

The Impact of drought has been Tell not just by our business but other nursery praducers who sipply
the wide range of greeniife and allied products, The widespread water restrictions have sesn s
significant reduction in plant purchasesand 4 shift in the product mix for perceived water efficient or
drought hardy plants.

Asa business we have endeavoured 10 edapt to ¢limste change by shifting the pfoduct mixgrown,
developing production systerms which reduce risks of weather and the way the business utilises
natural resources; business inputs antd mansges waste ina sustainable manner,

The key failing here has been i the inghility of the hail net systern and Tmplementation of wingd
breaks designed and bullt to cope with the worst case scenario fallifg. Any loss insaleable product
is & tostto the bushess and 2 reduction inthe effidiency of lnputs leading to waste. Thivhasmalor
long term impacts the more fraquently these losses occur and it flows on iy reduce the natural



resources available whilst incressing the cost of products and/or iriting profits of nursery
businasses.

The role of government to sugment farmiing practices which promuote resilience to farming change
are pumerous. The govermment can talkie 4 leading role i reducing the marginaiity of farming by
supporting primary producers to invest i the most sUitable practicesto deal with dimate chiange.

A redugtion in the amount of loss snd demage associated with sitreme weather events can reducs

the findnciyl cost to tax pavers under the government financial benefits upon aress declered 35

natural disasters. I preventable mansgament systems are supported 1o cope with hatl eventsand

wind storms, this will void compensation needing to be offersd. The suppurtwould berboth from

resgarch-and development into the most sultable systems with financial assistance offered 1o gllow
~implernentation on the farm, k

I plants areto cope with wider extremas in climatic conditions there needs vo be research
conducted tosupport the demands for plants with optimal use of natural resources to assist in
managing water resources whilst being able to convert atmospheric carbon dicxide into carbon. The
governmernt can take a leading role inallowing primary producers {propagators and producersi 1o
minirplse demand on fatural resourees gllowing more sustained use of resources:

Tor address the potential ongoing Impacts-of dimate dhenge and reverse the trends, there s ansed
“to foster wider utiisation of greéeniife. The goverriment should recognise this and consider building
the number of trees which-are planted fiot just on farm but urijversally throughout Australia.

Thenursery and garden industry has been gssisting inthe management of carbon dioxide levelshy
progagating plants, As g speclalist breeder of Australiantrees and shrubs we are making a positive
contribution by providing the consumer with  sustainable siternative for urban landscape
applications; trees which are hardy, compact; drought and cosstal tolerant, fire retardent, disease
resistant, non invasive and above all, beautiful.

Withaut support from governments to recognise the need to expedite the effects of climate change
there will be o slow if not lack of on-farm adoption to'mitigate the inipacts of dimate charige.

Should vou wish to discuss any of these issues in more detall | encourage vou to contact meat yaur
garliest vonvenionce,
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