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Foreword 

 

 

This is the second time the issue of parking in the Parliamentary Zone has been 
examined by the Committee. Although the Committee was against the 
introduction of pay parking in the Parliamentary Zone in 1994, we, the current 
Committee members, commenced this new inquiry with open minds. As the 
agency charged with managing the Commonwealth’s interests in the national 
capital, the National Capital Authority is seeking to introduce pay parking as a 
means to manage traffic in the Parliamentary Zone.  

The issues relating to parking in the Zone which have become a cause for concern 
include traffic flow problems, limited car parking spaces, physical isolation of 
major buildings and iconic attractions and a poor pedestrian access network. This 
was evident to members of the Committee during an inspection of the parking 
areas in the Zone and the adjacent Barton/Forrest area.  

The Committee is conscious of the many interests involved in this issue, as 
evidenced by the large number of submissions received to the inquiry. There have 
been strong arguments put forward by people who work in the Zone and adjacent 
areas who will be affected by pay parking, as well as from the national cultural 
institutions and Commonwealth agencies in the Zone. The Committee is well 
aware of the need to find an equitable solution to the overcrowding of parking 
areas in the Zone. The Committee is also conscious of any flow-on effect changes 
in parking policies or new building developments in the Barton/Forrest area may 
have. A majority of the submissions received were from people who work in the 
Barton/Forrest area. 

The unanimous view of the Committee is that the Parliamentary Zone is unique 
and should not be treated in the same way as the commercial centres in the ACT. 
The Zone belongs to the people of Australia, and access to any of the culturally 
significant sites throughout the area should remain free.  

The National Capital Authority sought the Committee’s support on the principle 
of pay parking. Unfortunately, the Committee believes the Authority has failed to 
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adequately address a number of significant issues regarding the implementation 
of pay parking and provision for different categories of users. This has created a 
large degree of uncertainty for the Committee, which, at this time, finds itself 
unable to give the ‘in-principle’ support for pay parking that the Authority is 
seeking. The parking situation in the Parliamentary Zone and adjacent areas of 
Barton/Forrest remains unacceptable. The Committee, therefore, recommends that 
the Authority, in conjunction with the ACT Government, develop a more detailed 
proposal that incorporates the concerns raised in this report as a matter of 
urgency. 

The Committee is grateful to all those who participated in the inquiry. 

 

 

Senator Ross Lightfoot 
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Terms of reference 

 

On 10 December 2002, the Minister for Regional Services, Territories and Local 
Government, the Hon. Wilson Tuckey MP, referred the issue of pay parking in the 
Parliamentary Zone to the Joint Standing Committee on the National Capital and 
External Territories for inquiry. The Committee is to examine the following in 
relation to the introduction of pay parking in the Parliamentary Zone: 

� the interests of visitors to the Parliamentary Zone; 

� the interests of those employed in the Parliamentary Zone and adjacent 
areas; 

� the interests of the national institutions in the Parliamentary Zone; 

� tourism and related issues; and 

� proposed parking policies for Forrest and Barton – areas adjacent to the 
Parliamentary Zone managed by the ACT Government – and the effects 
of these policies on parking arrangements in the Parliamentary Zone. 

On 12 December 2002, the Committee agreed to accept the terms of reference from 
the Minister and conduct an inquiry.  
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3 The Case For & Against Pay Parking 

Recommendation 1 

That the National Capital Authority – in collaboration with the ACT 
Government and in thorough consultation with all relevant stakeholders, 
preferably with their consensus – develop a detailed parking policy 
proposal for the Parliamentary Zone that recognises the isolation of the 
Zone from commercial facilities and clearly defines the following 
characteristics: 

� the infrastructure to be built – including the timeframe and funding 
arrangements; 

� the parking fees to be introduced - including provision to exclude 
visitors, volunteers and people with disabilities from payment; and 

� contingencies should the Parliamentary Zone experience further 
encroachment of commuters from the adjacent Barton precinct. 

 

 


