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Sirs,

| am a 25 year resident of Norfolk Island so feel that | have theright to air my views
with confidence.

| came from New Zealand, but applied and received Australian citizenship as soon
assoon as| wasédligible. | wastherefore of the very strong opinion that anybody
who stood for our legidlative assembly should be an Australian citizen as any
country cannot have foreignersruling them.

| was very pleaseto see appropriate legislation put through by the Federal Govt
which helpstoreinforceto localsthe fact that we are an integral part of Australia.

| am a prolific letter writer to our newspaper regarding our assembly.

Therearealot of things said about the closed society in Norfolk Island, it is closed
to a certain extent but no more closed than any other large family.

However it isnot closed in the extent that one family will always be free with their
information about another family.

Thisisno different to other small communities on mainland Australia. However we
get mor e publicity regarding this because we advertise our selves as a wonder ful
society.

It isclosed overall in the respect of the misguided concept that we must pretend that
we ar e perfect.

An exampleiswhen thelocal lad in histwenties murdered his Govt Minister father
therewas a small articlein the following weeks paper saying that there had been an
unfortunate incident.

O.K but that isthelast that we have heard.

Nothing about a per son being char ged.

Nothing about a per son being held.

Nothing about a tribunal deciding on hismental health.

Nothing about him appearing in court and being sentenced.

Nothing about whether heisstill on thelsland at largeor in prison.

The Govt just closed ranksin conjunction with the newspaper.

The only news that we got was from the Sydney Morning Herald.

My argument isthat asa community we havetheright to know what has happened
after akilling of this sort has gone through an open court. We still do not know
officially what has happened even though the grapevinetellsusthat he has been to
court and has been charged and sentenced, with what and what was the sentence?

| have written many lettersregarding the assemblieslack of foresight in
communicationsi.e.mobile phones etc.

They now have an independent report on this.

Will they act on it?

Thereason they have given in the past isthat we had a referendum on thisissue and
at the time the community said no-so the assembly took the easy way out and



agreed. Their argument was they had to abide by the will of the people regardless of
the money that could have been generated for the good of the community.

To have referenda on day by day decisionsthat the Govt should be makingis
ridiculous.

But even beforethisreferendum they had another one put forward by the assembly
regarding the voting system and the community overwhelmingly voted that there
had to be a change.

Thisand previous assemblies still occasionally discuss this but have done nothing.

Thisand other assemblies have not had any foresight regarding infrastructure,

If thisand past assemblies had bitten the bullet and borrowed to construct a proper
harbour it would have and still could reduce living costs by having a mor e efficient
shipping serviceinstead of shipshaving to stand off for daysat atime dueto
inclement weather.

We could also act asa home port for one of the navy shipswhich would also bring in
income for usand future generations, aswell as having cruise shipsto generate

mor e incometo pay off the infrastructure without having to cover thelsland with
mor e hotels etc..

Past assemblies have discounted this concept as it would make us mor e obvious a
part of Australiaif we had a defence for ce ship comein here.

Many will not accept they we areintegrally Australia.

Another argument isthat we have not got enough rock on the Island to make a
breakwater harbour.Many yearsago | gave them the name of Australian engineers
who advised me that they had built large breakwater s on the Northern coasts of the
mainland (which getsfar stronger cyclonesthan us) without using rock at all.The
Govt did not bother enquiring further.

Our assemblies consider that fiscal responsibility isto never borrow even for
potential money making infrastructure and social well being.( until the airport of
cour se when they wer e forced to)

Thishasto changein respect to money making project infrastructure or we will
never survive.lt would bevery hard for usto pay off a harbour soit isone areathat
| feel the Federal Govt should help uswith and even should even insist that oneis
built.lt isvital for thelong term survival of the lsland.

Asfor taxation, it is obviousthat we have to have some form of tax.

| am supportive of GST but | can seeit will never work here unless we have an
outside palicing of it because people working for the administration have outside
businessintereststhemselves and even those that don’t do have family membersthat
arein business.The problem being that a large part of the population consists of just
four or five families.

Thereforethe only efficient way at the moment island tax.

However as many |slandersown large tracts of land most of the assembly is against
it as most member s of the public refuse to accept the fact of lifethat we have to pay
something to get all the necessary amenities.

We have one assembly member that owns alarge block of land state in the paper
that if we haveto haveland rating it should be on blocks of land. | .E. if one owns 10
hectar es he should pay the same as a householder who lives on onetenth of a



hectare. Therefore of cour se that would mean that 100 small householder s would
pay 100 times morethat the ten hectareowner. | am all for rates but it hasto be fair
and thereforein my opinion we would have to have an “improved value” system of
rating.

| own avery small block approx 430 square metresin the shopping area on which |
have a shop and living accommodation above.

| would expect that with “improved value’ rating | would be paying at least as
much asthe person with ten hectareswith a house on at today’svalues. That isfair
asl amin theretail area.

The average comment hereisthat we would still not raise enough money for what is
needed. It would be a great help though and most people are of course

under estimating what could be charged because they have never had to pay any tax
at all.

We are sowly but surely reaching the stage where small income ear nerswill not be
ableto pay their hospital fees even if they have the local insurance, so we
desperately need help in that respect, we should be part of medicare, with the money
needed to pay the Federal Govt to give usthisbeing added onto the rating system.
Peoplerenting would be paying it in therents, people with mor e assetswith the
improved value system would be paying more. Fair.

Present wages in most ar eas of employment are every bit as good as their mainland
counterpartsand in most ar eas better through not having to pay income tax.

If you check thisout you will see what | mean.

| have a qualified gemologist daughter working on the Gold Coast in ajewellery
storeon a casual basis, there she gets $14.00 per hour lesstax etc. Over herean
ungualified shop worker in ajewellery shop on a casual basis gets between $13.00 &
$14.00 per hour--no tax

So many wages her e are compar able to mainland ,maybe a little better. Y ou can ask
other people and you may get a different story but if you do a personal check you
will find that | am right. Teachers, Police etc get the same as mainland but without
tax.

However trade companies do charge out at a lesser rate than mainland. |.E Plumber
charge out is $25.00 to $30.00 per hour and they pay their tradesmen $15.00 to
$18.00 per hour.

Income tax would not work hereif locally run for the same reason as previously
stated and to get people from outside to police it would be too costly for the amount
that it could generateif it was on the same scales as mainland.

Our assembly needsdirection. A couple of years ago they asked for submissionson a
new type of Govt. My submission basically wasto have an administrator who would
bein charge of the public service who would control thelsland in all aspects except
for the making of laws and budgeting which would be done by the assembly. At the
moment assembly member s waste time by getting too involved in matter sthat could
be handled by a good public service.( Not that | am necessarily criticising the one
that we have already got)

|.E. to get a building approval the application must go through five or six
departmentsto ensurethat it meetsall planning approvals and building codes etc.



Once approved that should beit, but no- it hasto go to an inexperienced minister
who studiesit,approvesit and sometimesr¢g ectsit.

| find thisisagreat placeto live but if we get too many powers| can seeit could be a
terrible placeto livein many aspects of life. Please do not let the Federal Govt grant
us mor e power s, we do need over seeing.

Yourstruly,

Charles Blackwell
Box 394,

Norfolk Island
Phone +672 v322952



