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Parliament ofAustralia
Joint Standing Committee on Migration
Parliament House
RoomR 1-106
Canberra, ACT, 2600
Fax: 62778506

j: Skilled migration inquiry on Monday, 18 August2003
here Amendmentsto the ProofCommitteeHansard

____ Your letterdated 02. September2003Ref.

:

Ençl,~

DearMr. Dyer,

The evidencegivesrise to further explanation to avoid a misunderstandingofour visa
programm.

Under the regular visajunstiction,qualified workers havethepossibility to apply for a visa and
work permit after providing a work contractwith anyemployerin Germany. The competent
authority (AusländerbehOrde)ofthe city ofintended staywill approve or disapprovegrantingthe
visa. The applicant is allowedto remain In Germanyaslong the contract is valid. The temporary
residencevisa will be issuedfor 2 yearsat a time andcould be extendedas longas it is necessary

for this particular work. After 8 yearsoflegal residencein (lennanythe applicant iseligible to
apply for naturalization.
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However,theGermangovernment identified alack ofskilledwork force in theIT-areaand
introducedaspecialvisascheme(Green Card for iT-specialists).This hasbeen implementedto
comply with a temporarylack ofEU- and Germanspecialistsin thisfield. The “GreenCard” will
be issuedfor 5 yearsandis not supposedt be extended.A statuschangefor peoplearriving in
Germanyunder this schemeis not intended.

The programm hasbeenatemporaly solution tofill a gapontheemploymentmarketuntil the
newMigration Act would comeinto force,whichwould includeaswell a passagefor the
migration ofskilled labour. Unfortunately the Migration Acthasnotenteredforce(ref. evidence
ofMr. Klapper) andthe GreenCardProgrammhasbeenextendedto 31. December2004.

Hoping that this additional information hasbeensatisfyingfor you,,
I remain

Yours sincerely,
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