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Friday,09 September2005

Mr. DonRandallMIP
Chairman 9
Joint StandingCommitteeon Migration SubmissionNo.
ParliamentHouse Date Received/i . ~
CanberraACT 2600 ____________________________

DearMr. Randall,

I’d like to askyour attentionfor apersonalmatter.
LastDecember,aftergatheringall kind of information,my wife, daughtersandI agreedon

applyingfor immigrationto Australia.
Being anursewith morethantenyearsof ambulanceandER experience,knowingAustralia is in need
of skilled nurses,I hopedregistrationat“the New SouthWalesNursesBoard” waspossibleon ashort
notice.

By mediationof aRecruitmentoffice, I wasableto meetarepresentativeof “New South
WalesHealth” in AmsterdamlastJanuary.I acceptedajoboffer from GosfordHospital.Weagreedto
startin November2005atthe ER in Gosford,expectingto beregistratedby then.

After sendingmy certificatesto asworntranslator,andrequestingfor certificatesof.
competencefrom formal employers,I sendmy applicationformsanddocumentsto “the New South
WalesNursesBoard”LastMarchtheboardinformedmethatI fulfilled all requirementsfor
registrationacceptachievingthenecessaryscorefor the“InternationalEnglishLanguageTest
System”An overallbandscoreof 7, no markslower than6.5.

After applyingfor thethird time, it seemsthatthe “LELTS” is thebiggestobstaclein realising
our dream.Beingnot muchof awriter in Dutch,writing an essayin Englishin alimited time, seems
to be not feasible.My lastoverall bandscorewas 7: listening7.5 reading7.0 speaking7.0andwriting
6.0

TheGosfordHospitaljob offeris withdrawninJune,beingnot ableto registerandimmigrate
in time.

DearmisterRandall,Themanyvacanciesfor skillednursesall overAustralia,andthe news
reportsby Dutchmedia,tellingusthattheAustraliangovernmentis stimulatingimmigrationof skilled
workers,aregiving everybodythe impression,thatmigrationto Australiais in our mutualinterest.
I wonderwhysuchhigh standardsareusedfor registrationfor nursesin Australia.It’s understandable
thatgoodEnglishskills areanecessityfor workingin healthcare.Being labelleda“gooduser” should
beenoughproveofthat. It’s likable Englishskillswill improverapidly onesliving andWorking in
Australia.
Bytalking .to othercandidatesduringJELTSexams,I knowalot off well educatedspecialisednurses
arehaving similartroubleachievingtheminimum IIELTS score,decreasingthe amountof immigrants
fromnonEnglishspeakingcountries.

With thisletterI hopeto illustratethedifficulties of motivatedskillednurses,in their attempt
to beableto immigrateto Australia.Maybeby decreasingtherequirementsof languageskills for
registration,theamountof well trainednurseswill increase.This is anadvantageforboth.

Respectfullyyours,

TDK


