
OSTEOPATHS REGISTRATION BOARD
P0BOXK599

HAYMARKETNSW 1238
AustraliaLevel 6, 477

Pitt Street
SydneyNSW2000

Telephone:02 92190233
Facsimile:02 92812030

NEW SOUTHWALES E-mail: osteoreg~doh.health.nsw.gov.au
Internet:http://www.osteoreg.health.nsw.gov.au

28June2005

Ms PaolaCerrato-D’Amico
TheSecretary
JointStandingCommitteeonMigration
ParliamentHouse
CanberraACT’ 2600

SubmissionNo.... I
Date Received ~~.SI’~1o~7iI

DearMs Cerrato-D’Amico

TheOsteopathsRegistrationBoardis theindependentstatutorybodycreatedbytheOsteopathsAct

2001 to maintaintheRegisterof osteopathsofNewSouthWalesandadministertheAct generally.

At its meetingof 7June2005,theBoardconsideredyourletter,dated25 May2005,regardingthe
inquiiy into skills recognition,upgradingandlicensing. TheBoardhasdirectedmeto providea
responsetotheTermsof Referenceas follows:

Osteopathshavebeenregisteredin NewSouthWalessince1979. From1979 to 1991 registrationwas
undertheChiropracticAct 1978,from 1991 to September2002registrationwasunderthe
ChiropractorsandOsteopathsAct 1991,andfromAugust2002 registrationwasundertheOsteopaths
Act 2001. As at 30June2004therewere488 registeredosteopathsin NewSouthWales.

Osteopathsandchiropractorsareregisteredunderseparatelegislationin eachjuxisdictionofAustralia,
exceptAustralianCapitalTerritoiy;NorthernTerritoiy; SouthAustraliaandTasmaniawhere
osteopathsandchiropractorsareregisteredunderthesamelegislation. “Osteopathy”,or the“practice
of osteopathy”,is not generallydefined. Onlypersonsregisteredasosteopathsmayusethetitle
“osteopath”.In somejurisdictions,forexampleNSW, onlypersonsregisteredasosteopathsand/or
chiropractors[andphysiotherapistsandmedicalpractitioners]maymanipulatethebonesof thehuman
spinalcolumnor its immediatearticulations. In SouthAustralia“osteopathy”is partofthedefinition
of chiropracticbut theRegisteris divided into separatecategoriesfor osteopathsandchiropractors.In
otherjurisdictionsof AustraliatheRegistersaredividedinto “chiropractors”and“osteopaths”and
practitionersmayberegisteredasboth.

ThestatutoryregistrationBoardsthathaveaninterestin registrationof osteopathsthereforenumber
9, asfollows.

VictoriaOsteopathsRegistrationBoard
WA OsteopathsRegistrationBoard

BOARD
ACT’ ChiropractorsandOsteopathsRegistrationBoard
NSWOsteopathsRegistrationBoard
NTChiropractorsandOsteopathsRegistrationBoard
OsteopathicCouncil of NewZealand
Qid OsteopathsRegistrationBoard
SAChiropracticRegistrationBoard
TasmaniaChiropractorsandOsteopathsRegistrationBoard
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Generallyspeaking,therearethreeavenuesfor obtainingregistrationasfollows:

Recognised/prescribedqualifications

Eachlocal Act orBoardmaintainsalist of qualificationsprescribedorrecognisedforregistrationasan
osteopath.Historicallythis hasbeenasaconsequenceof accreditationof courses.Theosteopathic
coursesconductedbyEMIT andVictoriaUniversityhavebeenaccreditedandtheirgraduatesare
entitledto beregistered,subjectto goodcharacter,in eachAustralianjurisdiction. The osteopathic
courseconductedbytheUWS hasbeenaccreditedin NSWandTasmania,andtheosteopathiccourse
conductedat theUNITEChasbeenaccreditedin NewZealandandAustralianregistrationBoardsare
consideringtheirpositionwith respectto recognitionofthecoursefor registrationpurposes.

Overseascoursesin osteopathyareno longerrecognisedbyanyjurisdictions.

• Mutualrecognition

Osteopathsregisteredin onejurisdictionofAustralia,orNewZealand,areentitledto beregisteredin
theotherjurisdictionssubjectto anyconditionsapplyingto theirregistrationontheoriginal
jurisdiction. Therearrangementsaremadepossiblebymutualrecognitionlegislationpassedin each
jurisdictionof AustraliaandNewZealand.TheBoardregistersosteopathsin accordancewith the
OsteopathsAct 2001,theMutualRecognitionAct 1992 andtheTran-TasmanMutualRecognitionAct
1997.

• Examination

Somejurisdictionsprovidefor anexaminationforregistrationasanosteopath.All jurisdictions, v
throughACORB,arein theprocessof developingonenationalexaminationprocessforapplicants
with qualificationsthathavenotbeenaccreditedorprescribed.In generaltheexaminationprocess
providethatapplicantsbe individually assessed,takinginto accountall relevantqualificationsand
experience,andtheregulatoryframework educationandaccreditationstandards,andqualifying
examinationsof the applicant’scountryof originwould betalwn into account,andexpenencein
practicewould begivendueweight.

Ms LouiseAdam,BoardMemberandChairpersonoftheAustralian(andrecentlyNewZealand)
ConferenceofOsteopathicRegistrationBoards(ACORB) ExaminationTaskforceCommittee
providedtheseadditionalcommentsforthesubmission:

~teopa#i~ stgj6ingaaiteshon~#skiledt~o~kers.Thissho,ta~is ~peda1Iysew~in aftern~vpdi&rn
amasandall t~gionalam.is.

A szfi pwportionofc~tapathspraaidngmAustralia amfivmoze~eas.Mc~t ~ee~trainedin ~
UnitedKingdom

77~capadtyqfe~isting~ pre-p~vfrsional miringprYgra~m inAustraliaandNewZealandis
inadaquateton~et~isshorta~geIndeedd~onlype-pvf~sionalprogram/orentryto ~ pathicpnf~sion
azailahieinNSWt~centIysuspendedintakeaspart c/azehdeofzmizenity~zicw
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Thepractkem~klinthe UKisfaiiiysinilarto thatinAustraliaandsodxirgradat~andmgistrantsa~a
potentials~tec/app,~atdyskilledc6teopaththatnightlxacrEplah’efor ~gistrationzeithinAustralian
;ufdlozdngass~sn~z

Ass~sn~tis aen~~ntlywndut.~tedbysarestat~inAustralia andinNewZealandTheAustralian
Cc~wnxofateopathsRegistrationBazrds(ACORB)has ~taUishedataskfo~retoadziseon
dezelopn~ntc/anationalexaninztionpnx~sforass~snvitofozerseasandkxal~z~ths. 7heTaskfone
andACORBindudemp~entationfrmNewZealand

7~Taskfo,remrmndthat (2~patAywntinaestolx mcu~edasapnfersionzdthaaiteskilI~ shorta~
inA ustraliaandthatpwx~s~lxdewlopedtofacilitatethearticulationc/skillsassersnvitandskilled
nigrationass~snv7tIiyDIMIA. Th~epnx~s~shc~ddindudediscussionslxtz~n~prerentatiz~of
A CORBandDIMIA.

It shouldbenotedtheBoarddoesnot dealwith mattersrelatingto immigrationandrefersinquiries to
theDepartmentof ImmigrationandMukiculturalandIndigenousAffairs. Yet,it hasbeenvoicedby
BoardsthroughoutAustralia,throughACORB,theprocessforosteopathsimmigratingto Australiais
generallydifficult for osteopaths.This difficultycouldalsobeattributedto theabsenceof an
immigrationagentfor osteopathsin Australia Thematterof immigrationwill be discussedatgreater
lengthatthenext meetingof ACOEBin Septemberthis year.

Thankyou forprovidingtheBoardwith theopportunityto presentasubmission.TheBoardlooks
forwardto receivingongoinginfonnationregardingthis matterin thefuture.

Yoursfaithfully

JenniferCaldwell
ACTING REGISThAR


