Australian Parliament
Joint Standing Committee on Migration
Submission No. 76

& Football United

Football Unitede - Equipped to lead a national, multi-departmental
approach to addressing the equity gap in participation for Australia’s
disadvantaged communities

Introduction
This note is submitted in answer to the recent call from Minister Bowen for contributions to the inquiry into
Multiculturalism in Australia.

Football United® has been working effectively to promote harmonious connecting and engaging of
Australia’s multicultural fabric since its founding in 2005. We particularly work to engage and empower
youth in communities with high levels of refugee and newly arrived migrants in S-W Sydney. In doing so,
Football United also addresses the equity gaps in community empowerment and social inclusion that persist in
our communities, and reach individuals from many areas of disadvantage including aboriginal Australians.
We use proven social building approaches to do so, with football as the attracting vehicle.

No doubt Minister Bowen has heard about us, as one of our major programs is in his Constituency area.
Parliamentary Secretary for Social Inclusion Kate Lundy is also well aware of the impact of our work, as is
Minister for Sport Arbib.

As noted in many government reports, in particular the recent Crawford Report, ideally an in-
depth approach, supported by multi-year funding, is required to effectively support the move from
a society of multiple cultures to one that is truly multicultural (ie. harmonious and productive).

In response to the call for contributions, I would like to present this short paper which sets out an overview of
our approach, supported with research findings that highlight the impact. At the same time | encourage the
government to follow up recommendations from its own research with meaningful support to action those
recommendations, as opposed to token, patchwork solutions such as those recently announced.

Respectfully submitted,

Anne W. Bunde-Birouste, Founding Director, Football United ;
The University of New South Wales; Sydney, NSW 2052 Australia; e-mail : ab.birouste@unsw.edu.au;
www.footballunited.org.au.

Recipient Australian National Human Rights award 2010 :

“For encouraging audiences to look past the sensational news headlines and the
political rhetoric to see that refugees and asylum seekers are far more than just
statistics”.

See it live on : http://www.hreoc.gov.au/
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& Football United

Football Unitede - Equipped to lead a national, multi-departmental
approach to addressing the equity gap in participation for Australia’s
disadvantaged communities

Football United has been engaged in effectively addressing issues of social inequity and their
ensuing impact on communities since 2005. Football United was developed to address the
following issues:

1. There are extreme gaps in equity of participation in sport in both the community sport
arena as well as within the public education sector;

2. These gaps in participation translate to gaps in opportunity, which if not addressed, result
in issues of disaffection in society (leaving school, aggressive behaviour, unemployment
etc);

3. Misunderstanding of newly arrived immigrants and different cultures often translates
further to racism.....and the ensuing problems it provokes.

The above-mentioned phenomena are inter-ministerial issues of inequity of access to sport,
education, employment, health and community services in disadvantaged communities.
Football United’s proven capacity to conduct programs, research and advocacy that effectively
address these issues, makes it ideally suited to lead a multi government department approach
to tackling these issues nationally.
We propose a two-level approach:

A. fé};i:;ilon according to our national development Australian Research Council (ARC)

B. Situational mapping to analyse “who, what, where” - Fowiloeil .Ur?lted _(pr.ellmlnary)
our research indicates currently there are gaps, but research fln(.ilngs indicate that
also groups working in various related capacities - Football United has made the
potentially being less effective, often in competition for following impact in the area of social
precious funds thus losing the exponential impact that | inclusion:

could be made if they were effectively collaborating; a | ¢ Significant reduction in peer-

serious study of who is doing what currently, where the related problems among male
inequities are and best practice impacts would provide FUn participants, as compared to
govt with map for potential progress in these areas. those in comparison sites.

¢ Significant increase in positive
This paper presents the following sections as supporting orientation toward ethnic groups
material: other than their own compared to
data from comparison sites

1. The Need - existing evidence including Federal among male FUn participants

Government funded reviews
2. Football United’s history of impact on addressing the issues

3. Proposal - Football United’s proposed approach to addressing the gaps
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Section 1:

Addressing the need - existing evidence and research
1.1 Introduction

The Federal Government itself has commissioned research and reviews, (page 4 and annexe for details)
including the 2009 Crawford Report into Australian Sport that highlights:

Very low participation rates of people from disadvantaged and multicultural backgrounds in sport and
physical activity compared to that of the mainstream population. (Crawford, CMYI, ABS, Children in
Sport Report)

Cross governmental, long-term funding approaches are needed to address this issue and improve the
ineffective distribution of short term, short sighted funding thereby improving resource allocation of
community organisations (Crawford, NSWDSR).

Developing neighbourhood programs, re-building schools systems, and training teachers are crucial to
addressing the physical activity needs and interests of children, youth and families from diverse and
disadvantaged backgrounds, enabling them to overcome their limited resources and better engage with
educational and social systems (Crawford, CMYI, ASC)

Football United experiences, researches (through our partnership with UNSW) and addresses - in short
knows and engages with these issues both intimately and extensively. This knowledge has led to the
development of programs that have achieved quantifiable improvements in the lives of individuals,
communities and Australian society at large. We believe that an adequate national strategy to address
these issues cannot simply rely on the often over-burdened community sport sector, or on slow
systemic change within the education system. Rather, an effective strategy must also include a multi
government department approach working with an organisation like Football United that operates
collaboratively and in parallel with.

1.2  Key Findings

Key findings from Government funded research including the 2009 Crawford Report into Australian
Sport, ABS Statistical Data, Children in Sport Reports, the Centre for Multi-Cultural Youth Issues and
NSW Sport and Recreation Research. A table aligning Football United’s areas of action and impact with
the national Government Priorities is provided in annex.

Section 2:
Football United addresses the need

2.1 Current Operations

With 10 programs currently spread across West and South West Sydney and Southern Brisbane for
more than 1000 participants per week, Football United empowers local youth’s and adult leaders to run
free and easily accessible football programs for children, the parameters of which are designed
collaboratively with local community organisations, including schools and migrant resource centres,
and representatives of the various cultures involved.

In addition to football training and playing opportunities, the program elements include ongoing
leadership and personal life-skills development processes. All of Football United activities are
underpinned by research, including the Australian Research Council funded Linkage Project that
evaluates the effectiveness of utilising sport (football) to improve social inclusion for refugee children
and youth in urban areas.
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Importantly over the past 2 years in particular, Football United has been in a W leading
role, advocating, promoting and celebrating the value of diversity to Australian Communities and
demonstrating the power of Football and Sport as a means of bringing people together from all parts of
society. This culminated in the 2010 Australian Human Rights Award for Television “For encouraging
audiences to look past the sensational news headlines and the political rhetoric to see that
refugees and asylum seekers are far more than just statistics”. This was for a documentary that
tracked a group of 11 refugee youth now living in Sydney as they represented Australia at the 2010
FIFA Festival of Hope Tournament during the 2010 FIFA World Cup in South Africa.

A national partnership with Football Federation Australia is in place, small seed funding from the FIFA
Football for Hope Program has been secured, and over 50 interstate government and community
organisations have implored Football United to start programs in their communities. With this
proposal, it provides the Federal Government with an opportunity to drive a joint multi portfolio
approach to address the gaps and work toward empowerment and social inclusion to build foundations
which will address the inequities and build multicultural harmony.

Issue Evidence

“...around 50 per cent of Australians participate ‘regularly’ in sport and

Inequitable access to

sport and physical
activity
disadvantaged
people including
refugee, migrant,
Culturally and
Linguistically Diverse
and Indigenous

physical activity. The ‘missing half has become a formidable policy challenge. If
sport contributes to the nation’s health and community cohesion, a key task for
sports policy makers and administrators is to address the factors and, in some
cases, the barriers that prevent participation.” (Crawford Report)

“Club sports are made up mostly of children from middleclass backgrounds,
which is due in part to cultural traditions but also because participation
requires adequate disposable income to pay for fees, uniforms, equipment and
transport.” (Crawford Report)

ABS Survey data suggests that ethnic minorities and people born in non-
English speaking countries are more likely to have lower participation rates in
sport and physical activity. It is difficult to engage new migrants in sport at all.

Inequitable access to
sport and physical
activity for the
disadvantaged
including refugee,
migrant, and
Indigenous

People born in Australia had participation rates of 27%, compared to around
10% for people born in non-English speaking countries.” (Centre for
Multicultural Youth Issues)

People from “Migrant, Indigenous and Disadvantaged” backgrounds have all
been identified in the Crawford Report as key categories for which the
government must develop appropriate strategies and policy to address low
participation rates.

Lack of coordination,
wasted resources and
ineffective cross
governmental
approaches to
funding and
associated initiatives

Vast amounts of energy and time of community development workers is
absorbed in applying for grants and making acquittals to multiple
stakeholders. (Crawford Report)

Government departments and non-government organisations (NGOs) often use
sport to achieve other social outcomes but they are not co-ordinated with
sports infrastructure leading to wasteful, duplicated and ineffective outcomes
..... (for) Indigenous Australians.

“.... funding is committed through annual application-based grant processes.
These have historically supported one-off, short-term activities that limit the
development of genuine community capacity and undermine the potential for
sustainable community-run sport programs. (Crawford Report)
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Issue Evidence

The need for cross
government
approach

All levels of government are involved in the delivery of sport and recreation
services to Indigenous Australia. The general view is that a combination of
limited funding, a duplication of activities, limited strategic direction and
limited understanding of the Australian sports industry has resulted in an
inefficient, fragmented and under-resourced approach.” (Crawford Report)

“...it is important to clearly articulate the impact of youth sport leadership in
the areas of health, education, economic, and social cohesion.” NSW Sport and
Recreation 2007

The need to work
more closely with
schools, develop
tailored programs to

Australian Sports Commission Research recommends strategies that “remodel
the school environment, up skill teachers and establish neighbourhood
networks as of means of engaging children in sport and more physical activity.
(ASC Website)

the needs and
interests of the
disadvantaged
constituents

Centre for Multicultural Youth Issues identifies that “a large number of refugee
and migrant young people participate in informal, unstructured games....These
are often sports that young people have played prior to settling in Australia
and are already familiar to them....”

Sports allow youth to overcome barriers such as language and move towards
integration and social inclusion. Young people of refugee background and
Muslim youth want to have normal experiences and be accepted in normal
environments.

2.2  Projected Reach

At current rate of growth, by 2014 Football United will have established over 20 separate programs
across the country that support 5000 young people from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse and
Indigenous backgrounds. With the support of the Federal Government, this growth could be
transformed to national - level, in-depth, long term and systematic approach to addressing the inequity
of access to mainstream community sport, educational programs and community services for
disadvantaged children, youth and their families.

Section 3: Football United’s plan to address the gaps across the country

Football United is seeking support from the Australian Federal Government to realise its National
Development Strategy that will see its programs delivered into every state and territory in Australia.

3.1  National Development Overview

The following table presents an overview of the a phased, progressive national roll-out of Football
United activities across the country, with methodology, timeline, and deliverables.

2011: Parallel and simultaneous:
¢ A national scoping, situation analysis mapping project
e 2 interstate projects in Victoria and South Australia

2012 -2014
e Recurrent operational funding for NSW and Qld projects
¢ National Implementation
e Evaluation and Research
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Methods

Stakeholder / Info

Source*

UNSW

Deliverables

1. Scoping Research
and Development

Interstate focus
groups, consultations
with community
groups and State
Football Associations

Federal government
agencies; State
government agencies
including Education and
Sport and Recreation,
Migrant resources
Centres, Charitable
Organisations.

Detailed 3 year project plan by
August 2011

2. Pilot Projects -
recommended in
South Australia and
either Victoria or
ACT based on
strength of existing
need and FUn
networks

Develop tailored
projects in 2
prioritised states in
regions advised
through the
consultation process
and existing Football
United interest

Specific schools,
Football clubs, local
migrant resources
centre and other
charities in the
communities target.

2 programs running within these
regions appropriately resourced
with coaches and community
coordinators and local partners

Both established and running by
December 2011

3.NSW and Qld Ongoing support for All existing partner Ongoing implementation and
Operating Budget existing programs in organisations evaluation of 8 programs in NSW
NSW and Qld and QId
4. National Implement National As above Staged role out of Football United
Implementation role- out in targeted programs aligned with priorities
communities established in planning stage
identified through
Stage 1 4 new programs per year developed
and implemented by Dec 2013
4. Review and In partnership with UNSW and State based Research Grants secured and
Evaluate UNSW and local Universities effective local research partnerships

University partners
establish Research
processed protocol
with the national
program

to meet state based and community
based requirements.

This will be ongoing as part of the
program implementation
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3.2 Football United National Stakeholder Networks

The following diagram depicts the network of primary stakeholders throughout Australia that have
requested engagement in the delivery of Football United programs into their regions. These
government bodies, academic institutions and grass roots organisations are all working in areas that
have high proportions of people with refugee, indigenous and culturally and linguistically diverse
backgrounds that are experiencing significant health and social challenges stemming from a lack of
cohesion between the various ethnic groups and ‘mainstream’ populations. All of these organisations
will form part of the stakeholder groups responsible for advising on and facilitating Football United
activities in each region, thereby maximising outcomes for participants across a range of health, social
and educational sectors. Through its national partnership, Football United has assistance and
endorsement from the FFA to build the football-specific networks. Through its university base, it has

1
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the university network connections to effectively assess and evaluate all programs.

Northern

NT Dept. of Health;

Charles D
University

Territory

arwin

Perth / WA

South Metropolitan
Health Unit; Canning
Commission; Refugee
Youth Services
Network; Coalition for
Refugees, Asylum
Seekers and
Detainees; Healthway

Curtin University; WA
Dept. of Sport and
Recreation

Adelaide / SA

University of SA

Office for Recreation and Sport;
Attorney-General's Dept.; Dept.
of Justice; Crooke Foundation;

Round Ball Association;
women’s football SA

National Partnerships

FFA; Aust. Sports Commission, Active
After School Communities Program;
Professional Footballers Association;

Federal Government; National Businesses;

Heart Foundation

Tasmania

Nth Queensland

Nth Qld Health, QId
Dept. of Education

Brisbane / SEQId

Griffiths and Sunshine
Coast Universities;
QLD Dept. of
Multicultural Affairs; - 1
Program

Newcastle

STARTTS; Migrant
Resource Centre;
Newcastle
University

\

Sydney / NSW

NSW Area Health
Services; NSW
DET; Migrant
Resource Centres;
STARTTS;

UNSW Muru Marri
Indigenous Health
Unit; Youthsafe

Melbourne / Victora

VicHealth Foundation;
Monash, LaTrobe and
Melbourne Universities;

Centre for Multicultural
Youth Issues;
Sudanese Australian
Integrated Learning
(SAIL) Program

Tasmania Dept.

of Sport and
Rec.; DET

Launceston
Council, Police,

University of
Tasmania and
the Tasmanian
Migrant
Resource
Centre

Page 7 of 9

ACT NB: 4 IEC After
school programs, 2
ACT Health in =school
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CARE ) community based
Australia programs with 40+

partner
organizations




6 JO 8 93ed

s[ooyos Y31y [ed0] Wo.ly SaYdeod
yinoA Aq uni sAep efed pue suresdo.ad jo syuardioal syusapnis Alewtid 005

SjUapNIS pue SaIpnis
[ooyds ureansurew Ym yuswegedua pasoidwl pariodal sjooyds DAJ [V

sjuapnis
und uou ueyy Apnis A1e[1.193 10j wWire pue “198U0[ [00YIS UL U[BWAI ‘SIIPNIS
A1epuodas 1193 ur adedus Ja9339q ynoA un 31odaa sajdourid jooyds

10} yanos
d[[1Aueln pue payare, ui swerdo.rd [ooyos A1ewilld 19pasd] g

eI[RIISNY UONEIaPa, [[BqI00,] PUE UOISSIwo) sy1ods sny
woj yano£ 10j suonesyirenyd) Suryoeor pasiudosal A[jeuoneN

U uoneanpy
snouadipu] 44V.L AoUpAS 1o yinos yam diysiaulied

s[ooyds Y31y weajsurew pue sa13us’) Ysijduy sAISUIIU| WO.J
sjyuapnis 1eaf 1ad sjuapnis ST 10j swerdoad Suiuieny yoeo) zZ1

[ooyos ur sdiysuonea.
[edny[no-1o3ul pasoidu]

suoneindau

aAne3au ym sjooyds

e sjuaw[o.Iud SulSeadu]
[ooyos

ym jyuswadedua guraordua]

Sururer], pue uoneanpy

sjooyas wreadoad-uou
0 2 031 pateduIod SaJINI[NI JUSISYIP WO SPUSLY YHUM judwadedus pue
10j uonenaidde sanisod jo s3ur[aay 9, G, 91ed1pul sjooyds werdouad uny

sjooyos wetdoad-uou 9,7/ 03 patedwod uonedpnred Arunwwod
pue juswadesdus [e120s Jo s3UI[9d) %86 dIedIpul s[ooyds weldoad ufn g

sqangns
JUBIRJIP O I9A0 Ul SUIAI ‘UI0] SAI}EU UBI[E1ISNY SUIPN[IUI ‘SJUSUIIUO0D
G UI0JJ SALIIUNOD JUBIRJJIP TE Ul Wwodj yinoA ajun sjooyds weiroad un,]

:91eD1pUl
s3urpuyy Areurwia.ad yoaeasal pajyu() [[eql00,] DY Yd1easay ueljensny

oA pue uaIp[iyd 00T
J10J Jea4 Jad saydjew S00.19220S 03 SUOISINIXd pue sweldord

drysaapes] yano4 ‘sdures Aeprjoy uoidat / [00yss BN 9

yinoA
pue Us.IpIYd 0O € 10J [eANNS9] [[BGI00 [ENUUY Palluf] [[EqI00] T

sayjewr aAnnaduIod uoidal pue [00YdS-I3u] 0T

S[9A9]
Aqiqe pue Japuad ‘@3e 03 padofie] [[e 10 sweldoad [[eqioo,]

S9JIAISS

Amunuwwod weansurewt
pue saIn3nd J19y3o

3IM Juswade3ua paseaaou]

uoIsnpPUuJ [e0S

uf)] jo Sndoj [e3UaD Y3 S.1B Jey)
sea.Je pue a[doad a3 asnriorid 03 9[33n13s sa1poq SUIUISA0S S, [[BqI004

syuedonaed up,f 10j 193e2 30U Oop sweldoad elfeliSny UOIeIdpa,]
[[eqa00,] 10 sweId0.1d SORIUNWWOY) [00YIS JoYY 94ROy Sunsixy

sqnpo [[eq100J ATUNWUIO) WIBa3Sureul
ur Ae[d 03 ajqe ate syuedionaed pairuf [[EqI00, JO % 0T UBYD SSO]

SauwI02)1N(Q pPaju( [[eqIoo,]

juswdo[243p Yorod ur MSN [[BqI00,] pUE PUB[SUIINY
[[eq3004 ‘BI[EI1ISNY UONEBIIP,] [[Bq100,] YyHM sdIys.touried

uaJpyryo
000T 10j santunitoddo Suife(d pue Suiyoeod paseq A runwiwiod
J0 WNNILLIND UI ‘[O0YDS J93e ‘D[qISS9IIe A[ISed ‘APoom 931

SaATIEIIU] PAIIU() [[EGI00]

swasAs qnp) pue [euoiday
‘0SS ‘OSN yam Juswageduy

A1anoe [eoisAyd pue y1ods
ul uonedonaed paseaaou]

110ds

awodInQ

‘sorjoj3.10d JuswuIaA08 snoliea Aq 3y3nos sawodino Ayuiorid yum usife SoAleRIUL Paju() [[EqI00,] MOY JO MIIAISA0 Ue Saplaodd a[qel SuImor[oj ay],

MSNN

“a
@

S2131101.1d JUWUI2A0Y [DAAP3] dYI YIIM Juadwubl]y S,pailuf) []Pqi004 : Xauuy




6 JO 6 93ed

IVId Aq
swe13o.ad JuswaIag 998nJay Ul 90130e.1d 1S9 10J PaILUION

g xipuadde 93§ ‘sa.anjesj pue saLI03s eIpawl JuLld pue oipe.l
‘UOISIA9[9) SNOJWNN UOISIAJ[D], 10} pIeMY UOISSITWWOY) SIYITY
uewny uelfensisny 010z - @doy o1 11odssed Areyuswndo( un

SeNIANOY Ae( AuouLIey
A1an0€ unayJew pue elpaul [[e Ul 93essaul 2107

A391e15 U, 03 210D

SONIUNWWIO) JSISAIP
ul Auouriey pue uoisayod [eroos guraoadur]

diysuazni) pue uoneigruuj

BOLIJY Yyanog ul 9doy Jo [eAlIS9
VAId 0T0Z 2y ul erjenasny pajyuasadad uf),] woay yinok 11

SONIARDY
pue sdwe) drys.iapear] Ul paA[0AUl Ud3q dABY YINOA (S

yIno4 (G IaA0 10J suonedyifenb papiaoad sey up,{ 900z 20UI§

109loag
Pa129uu02sI(J Y3 SUnD2UU0) - UOBPUNO, BIS[D],

sdwes diys.aapea] yanox

juawdo[aaap
diys.aapea] pue santunyioddo Suide[d ‘Suiurery yoeod
ySnoayl £31A130€ U] [[E JO JU0.1J2.10] 93 J& PUE YINOX

JuawAordwa
pue jusuLiamoduwa quawadedus Yynox

Jnox

swe.agoad un, uo siseq
Ap{eam e uo s1a93un[oa Jo pakojdwa synpe pue YinoA (/ 19AQ

swetdoad
drysaapea| [ooyds Arewrld ul page3ua siopessequiy YinoA unj

weidoad ay) y3noayy paurer) usaq aaey oym syuedonaed
Aq A191dwod una Sureq swresdoad Arunwiwod ung g

Ajiqeureisns [eoo] aseaour 03 paudisap senunitoddo
I993UnjoA pue yoeod ‘diys.Iopes] Inpe pue YInox

speau oryderdowap pue [ean3[nd 399w Jey) swerdoad
ugisap 03 sdnoug Ayilunwuwiod pue suoresiuesd.Io
[[eq200] ‘s[ooyds Yaim uoneloqe[jod pue sdiystaulied

SoNIUNWUIOD [BJ0[ Ul suonesiues.io
pue ajdoad ay3 jo fyoeded ayy urp(ing

sapIuNwIwo)

swreagdoad
£1anoe [eoisAyd pue 1aods Suidedus pue Ayenb ysiy

SjUapNIS wea.ysurewt
pue D] usamiaq A[rernadss sdiysuone[al [einyno-I1aul
juawaAosdwi ul pajrodal aaey S[00YIS pajlu() [[eqI00 [[V

due(QSLIg Ul Z pue A3UpAsS
MS UI S[OOYDS 6 UI A[F[9aMm SaTIALIDE [00YDS 1918 pue [00YIS-U]

J9aM [oBad JIN.IJ 991,

A3o[opoylow sapTUNWWOY)
[00Y2S 191V 9ANDY Y3IM pausi[e A19Al[p SWel30.1d

wn[noLLIN) UOIedNpy [edISAYd pue
yaeey quawdoresa(g [euosiad yum pausie sweadoid

1oNpuoy) Jo Sapo) pue sanfep Aefd Ire pue 110ds poon
paiu [[eq300,] Y3 03 9dUSISYPE PUE JO UOIIOWO.I]

uf . jo s1099 aanisod ySnoayy ewnery

-3sod 110ddns 03 Aydeded ‘SuiA[nqg payednsul
AJreroea guissaappe - diysuewsitods pood 41ods
Jo siyauaq ysnoayy uonowold yieay [eIusy

gunea
Ayareay ‘uonusaaid asnge aoueisqns Junowo.ad
{f1saqo Zuissaappe ‘9]41s9]1] 9an0E dUROWO.Id

Qresy

SISeq A3[99M € UO SI99)}UN[0A JNPE pue Ydoeod YnoA (g 1aaQ

'sweadoad diysiapes] pue Sururedy yoeod upn g
ay3 y3noayy pado[oaap uaaq aaey Jjeis pue yoeod ay3 Jo %S/

sympe

pue ynoA [esof 1oy sureiSoad up,] uo sajol pred A[jesned of

SauwI03INn(Q paAau() [[eqlooq

juswed [enSed 9A1923. [[€ S9[0J I0JBUIPI00D
Aunwuion) pue Yoroo) JUBISISSY ‘Yoeo) peay un,]

saApeniuj payu [[eqioo]

SUO013a.1 2[WIOU0I3 0OID0S I9MO]
ul ynoA 1oj santunyioddo yuswfojdws aseaou|

Sur1eajunjoa pue yuswsojdwy

MSNN

7 uI0I31nQ






