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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION (JSCW)
INQUIRY INTO IMMIGRATION DETENTION IN AUSTRALIA
44 QUESTIONS

Responses from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship
as at 28 October 2008

2. The number of immigration detainees held in each immigration
detention facility for each year from 1988 — present (given that some
detainees moved between centres will be represented twice).
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5. For each type of immigration detention, what is the total number
of days people have been detained during this period?

Upon enquiry, the Committee Secretariat agreed to amend the period to the
last three years. The total numbers of days people were detained during this
period are as follows:

Immigration Detention Centre 06,187
Community Detention 68,446
Immigration Residential Housing 16,286
Immigration Transit Accommodation 648




35. What is the total number of people detained since community-
based detention was introduced in 20057

¢ by type of detention i.e. whether in detention facility, etc
e by status prior to detention e.g. whether unauthorised arrival,
‘overstayed’ visa, cancelled visa, foreign fisher.

By type of immigration detention —

Movement of people in immigration detention between facilities and/or
between types of detention introduces multiple—counting of individuals.
Consequently such a breakdown of statistics cannot be relied upon as
representative of immigration detention. An indication of relative usage of
detention types may be obtained from the number of detention days by
facility, provided in answer to Question 2.

By status prior to immigration detention —

The following table counts the number of people who entered immigration
detention in the past three years, by status before being detained —

Overstayer 1,835 | - 1,349 1,358
Foreign Fishers 2,879 1,439 1,232
Visa Cancellations 724 | . 791 ... 600
Unauthorised Air 719 589 426
Unauthorised Boat 93 100 37
Other * 637 790 970

* Other includes people such as stowaways and ship deserters.

41. Since community-based detention was introduced in 2005, how
many people detained in residential housing and in community
detention have:

e absconded or
e committed serious violations of conditions of detention?

This information covers the period from the inception of the program in
July 2005 until 22 September 2008.



Two Community Detention clients, out of a population of 244, have
absconded since the program's inception in 2005. One client was located
and has since departed Australia; the other client has not been located.
There have been no serious violations of Community Detention conditions
other than these two clients.

On 9 September 2008, one person, out of a population of 370, absconded
from Immigration Residential Housing (IRH); he has not been located. In
addition, there has been one serious disturbance at an IRH, which resulted in
property damage.



