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Foreword 
 

Our vision is a fairer Australia where people with disabilities are 
regarded as equals, with the same rights as all other citizens, with 
recourse to systems that redress any infringements of their rights; where 
people with disabilities can participate in the life of the community in 
which they live, to the degree that they wish; where people with 
disabilities can gain and hold meaningful employment that provides 
wages and career opportunities that reflect performance; where control by 
people with disabilities over their own bodies, lives and future is assumed 
and ensured; where difference is accepted, and where public 
instrumentalities, communities and individuals act to ensure that society 
accommodates such difference. Only then will we be able to say that 
justice has been achieved.1 

 

The Disability Discrimination Act was passed by Parliament in 1992 with the 
promise of producing a radical shift in the way society included people with a 
disability.  After 16 years of operation, the Act has produced substantial benefits 
for people with a disability and has contributed to attitudinal change in many 
areas of Australian society.  However, in some areas it is clear that much more 
work remains to be done.  Access to premises is one of those areas. 

Equal access to premises is crucial to justice and social inclusion for people with a 
disability because it has a pervasive impact on the interaction of people with a 
disability with the Australian community.  Without access to premises, people 
with a disability cannot access goods, services and facilities which other 
Australians take for granted, in areas as simple as the ability to enjoy the cinema 
with their family, go to the dentist, or to visit their Member of Parliament.  
Without access, people with a disability face many hurdles to full participation in 
community life.  Failure to provide access may even affect the ability of people 

                                                 
1  The Hon Brian Howe MP, Minister for Health, Housing and Community Services, Second 

Reading Speech for the Disability Discrimination Bill 1992, 26 May 1992. 
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with a disability to find work —something which contributes to dignity and 
self-esteem, and which represents a sad loss of human potential. 

The Disability Discrimination Act recognises the importance of access to premises, 
by making it unlawful to discriminate in the provision of access to premises.  
Despite this, it is clear that many public buildings still fail to provide access to 
people with a disability on an equal or dignified basis.  This is partly because the 
Act places the burden of enforcing its requirements on the individuals who are 
disadvantaged by an act of discrimination.  Perhaps not surprisingly, few 
individuals are willing to pay the emotional and financial price of taking building 
owners to court to force them to comply with their obligations under the Act. 

The Draft Disability (Access to Premises—Buildings) Standards (Premises 
Standards) take a fresh approach to access to premises by harmonising the 
requirements of the Disability Discrimination Act and those of the Building Code 
of Australia.  The result will be that access requirements will be applied 
consistently to new buildings and new building work throughout Australia, and 
will be enforced through existing and effective State and Territory building 
approval processes. 

This seems likely to produce a fundamental shift in the way Australian buildings 
are designed and constructed, which will revolutionise access to premises for 
people with a disability. 

The Committee’s inquiry into the Premises Standards is the latest stage in an 
extensive negotiation and consultation process which began in 2001.  A number of 
recommendations have been made in this report to strengthen the requirements of 
the Premises Standards and make them more consistent.  But the most important 
recommendation of the Committee is that the Premises Standards should be 
finalised quickly and implemented.  People with a disability have waited more 
than long enough for better access to premises. 
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  the Premises Standards set out the criteria by which effectiveness 
of the Standards is to be assessed; 

  the Australian Government identify what data will be collected 
and how it will be collected in each jurisdiction during the first four 
years; 

  baseline data be collected; and 

  funding be provided for the review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


