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DearSir/Madam

I am writing to expressconcernaboutthe US FreeTradeAgreementbecause
it maynotbein thepublic interestfor Australiato sign. It mayresultin
increasedcostsfor Australiansin areassuchasprescriptionmedicationand
copyrightand theremaybe othercostsinvolved in meetingthestandards
imposedin otherareassuchaseducation,post, media,energyand
environmentservices.It is not clearhowfood labelingandquarantinewould
beaffected,but phasingoutof sometariffs suchasthoseon clothing and
motorvehiclescould resultin Australianslosingjobs.The ETA could lessen
Australianrightsto setpoliciesandprices. Peopleareunconvincedthat “full
marketaccess”will bring usany benefitsin returnbecausecertainagricultural
productshavebeenexcludedorwill bephasedin.

Pleaseconsiderthesocial impact of signing an agreementwhencitizenshave
suchmajoranxieties.

Yourssincerely

~C~c ~

A M J Rolfe
13 May2004
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