
Original Message
>From: HovergoFmailto:hovergo@net-tech.com.aul
>Sent:Tuesday,4 May 20048:26 AM
>To: ETA, Committee(SEN) 0 MAY 2004 ~J
>Subject:US-AustraliaFreeTradeAgreement BY:

>To theJointStandingCommitteeon TreatiesreferenceontheAustralia
>- UnitedStatesof AmericaFreeTradeAgreement.

>1 drawyour attentionto submissionsfrom:
BrendanScott(beingsubmissionnumber81)
CybersourcePtyLimited (beingsubmissionnumber85)
CAUL (beingsubmissionnumber115)
ALIA (beingsubmissionnumber142)

>And to commentsbelow.

>Havingreadandbeingin full agreementwith thesubmissionsI urgeyou
>topleasebeawareof theprovisionsin Chapter17 andof the
>consequencesof disregardingcommunityconcerns.

>TheAustralianeconomyis increasinglydependanton its information
>industries,andis in the forefrontof muchof theemerging
>technologiesthatcountrieslike theUS is sodependentupon.

>It is agraveconcernthatETA will shackleAustralianindustrieswith
>outdatedapproachesto law atatimewhentheinformationmarketis
>becomingincreasinglyglobalisedandinternationallycompetitive.

>Inorderto effectivelycontinueour leadershiprole in this sector
>(for example,manyleadingopensourcedevelopersarebasedin
>Australia),it is imperativethatwecontinuetoprovideanappropriate
>andup-to-datelegalenvironmentthatactivelysupportsthehealthyand
>rapiddevelopmentof informationindustries.

>Inotherwords,Australiais andalwayshasbeenaleader,andit is
>imperitivethatweremainso.

>Thereis no needforunduehastein finalisingnationalI international
>agreementsthereforethe FreeTradeAgreementshouldbeopposedin its
>currentform, until appropriaterevisionsaremadeon intellectual
>property/copyrightandlegalissues.

>1 amparticularlyadverseto the threatof AustralianIT andindustry
>in general,becomingincreasingly‘lockedin’ to monopolistic,



>proprietary,outdated,unsecure,practiceswhenmoreprogressive
>globalalternativesdo nowprovidefar moreflexible servicibility.

>It is unwiseto statethattheETA will notdramaticallychangethe
>statusquo,until thestatusquois triedunderUS legalsystemswe
>simplywill notknow the consequences,throwingcautionto thewind
>for futuregenerationsis of concern.Soldfor thirty Piecesof silver
>isquite evidentwhendiscussionrevolvesaroundhowmuchvalueto
>Australia.

>it is similarly unwiseto state,asperlatestmediareportsthatthe
>FTA will increaseAustralianincomeby 6-9billion dollars,whenno
>accounthasbeenmadeof the legalsituationandattendantcoststo
>Australianindustry.No accountis takenof thevalueor amountof this
>“possible”incomereturningto theoriginatingmultinationalbyway of
>profitsandshares.

>Any valueis to particularsectorsin particularthedrugandtherural
>supply(fertiliser andequipment)industries,whicharealready
>multinational.

>Pleasegive dueconsiderationto theactualeffectsandnot the
>illusionaryeffect.

>RogerMcDonald
>PortWelshpool.Victoria


